
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study “After God’s 
Own Heart: A Fresh Look at the Ten Commandments,” this sermon focuses on being 
careful not to disregard the tasks, the people, and the instructions given by God. All of 
these are connected. When the Lord’s Word is rejected, relationships are ruined, and 
responsibilities are ignored. Are you rejecting or disregarding what God has entrusted to 
you? In this lesson, we will learn to value what He has given.  

Introduction: We all have responsibilities. Parents have a responsibility to train up their 
children in the way that they should live life. Workers have a responsibility to work 
effectively while being watched or not watched. Husbands have a responsibility to love 
their wives like Christ loves the church and honors her. Wives have a responsibility to 
submit to their husbands. When parents, workers, and spouses neglect their jobs, it is 
called being sinful.  

Our responsibilities involve relationships, and rules guide our relationship. In this text, 
we are reminded that being dismissive to those commands is devastating.  

1. DON’T DISREGARD YOUR RESPONSIBILITIES (v 1)  
 
The same is true with King David. The Bible says, “In the spring when kings 
march out to war, David sent Joab with his officers and all Israel. They destroyed 
the Ammonites and besieged Rabbah, but David remained in Jerusalem” (v 1). 
The spring of the year was a perfect time for reinitiating military movements. 
Winter storms would be over, and the ground began to dry. Instead of leading the 
troops the king stayed at home. This was not David’s usual practice (5:2; 8:1–14; 
10:17). Not carrying out his God-given duties set the stage for other failures. 
 
What responsibilities are you dismissing? What has God entrusted to you? Are 
you a disciple-maker, a teacher, a counselor, a prayer warrior, a witness, a 
nurturer, a giver, and a student of the Word? Don’t disregard what God has put 
before your hand to do? Perform what He has given with all your might! 
 

2. DON’T DISREGARD YOUR RELATIONSHIPS (vs. 2-3) 
 
According to verse 3, Bathsheba is the daughter of Eliam. The Bible discloses 
the connection of Eliam. He is the son of Ahithophel the Gilonite, who was one of 
David’s trusted counselors (2 Sam 23:24). This passage also listed Eliam as one 
of David’s 37 mighty men. Furthermore, Uriah is also listed as one of the mighty 
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men (v 39). David had very close connections with these men and would have 
been acquainted with Bathsheba.  
 
So, David's servant told him after he saw the woman washing and noticed her 
physique was beautiful, that she was Eliam’s daughter and Uriah's wife. The king 
knew exactly who she was. Yet, he disregarded their relationships. Their 
relationships should have been a source of support, comfort, and 
encouragement. Friends are meant to share in times of sorrow and times of joy. 
In godly relationships, people worship, serve, and pray together. Instead of 
valuing his connections, he disregarded them.  
 

 
3. DON’T DISREGARD THE RULES (vs. 4-5) 

 
After David received information about the woman’s identity, David “sent 
messengers to get her, and when she came to him, he slept with her” (v 4). As 
king he knew better. Because he was God’s appointed leader, he was tasked to 
write a personal copy of the book of the law, and he should read it all the days of 
his life (De 17:18-19).  He knew that adultery was considered an evil thing, and is 
listed with all other sins like cursing, lying, murder, stealing, and bloodshed (Ho 
4:2). He also knew that the LORD gave Moses the command on the mount that 
committing adultery is prohibited (Ex 20:14), and Leviticus explained the 
command saying, “You are not to have sexual intercourse with your neighbor’s 
wife, defiling yourself with her” (18:20).   
 
David disregarded God’s command and the consequences. The Bible says, “The 
one who commits adultery lacks sense; whoever does so destroys himself. He 
will get a beating and dishonor, and his disgrace will never be removed. For 
jealousy enrages a husband, and he will show no mercy when he takes revenge” 
(Pro 6:32–34). Furthermore, God will judge those who violate His law.   
 

 
Conclusion: David could stay and send the troops out for battle, but did he have God's 
approval? The king could fetch Bathsheba and have sexual intercourse with her, but did 
he have God's permission? Did he listen to the Lord, or did he follow his mind? Don't 
have a disrespectful attitude for God's rules, but rather ask the LORD to rework your 
motives, renew your mind, and refine your message.  
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