
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Connection with Unit Theme: To complement the small group study, “Committed to His 
Mission,” this sermon deals with the two requirements for salvation: acknowledging the 
resurrection of Jesus and committing ourselves to the Lordship of Christ. It also explains how we 
become a “welcomed presence” when we take the message of salvation to others. 

Introduction: The Apostle Paul is remembered as the evangelist to the Gentiles (non-Jews). 
Though he frequently inaugurated his ministry in new cities by attending local synagogues and 
talking with the Jews, he eventually became a pioneer in ministry to the Gentiles. He exhorted 
the church, likewise, to discard their old traditions and realize the gospel is for everyone. In this 
passage he outlined the nature of this message of redemption, and our responsibility to follow in 
his steps and to share it with others. 

1.  We’re invited to serve a new king. (vs. 9-10) 
 

The word “Lord” means king, ruler or sovereign. The KJV Bible renders verse nine, “that if 
you confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus.” The newer translations rightly set aside the 
phrase in quotation: “Jesus is Lord.” It’s widely believed that this declaration was used in the 
early church as a public profession of faith. One in the worship assembly wishing to become 
a disciple would stand and speak this declaration: “Jesus is Lord,” or “Jesus is my Lord.” The 
Romans referred to their ruler as “our Lord Caesar,” so a commitment to King Jesus put one 
in direct conflict with the Roman government.  
 
Paul insisted two things are necessary for salvation: belief in the resurrection of Jesus and a 
commitment to him as Lord. Thus a genuine commitment involves the heart and the mouth. 
By “heart” the writer meant the seat of one’s thoughts and emotions. If Jesus is Lord, He is 
ruler of the whole of our lives. Jesus is a greater king than Caesar for he offers forgiveness 
from sin and eternal life. 

 
2. We’re invited to join a new family. (vs. 11-13) 

 
This paragraph underscores the crux of Paul’s message of inclusion: “For everyone who calls 
on the name of the Lord will be saved.” In this case, “everyone” includes Jew and Greek. 
Some in the early church struggled with this concept in its earliest days, believing that non-
Jews must be converted to the Jewish faith as a first step in becoming Christians. Paul taught 
otherwise and was joined by Peter after his experience at Cornelius’ house where he 
witnessed the Holy Spirit given to the Gentiles (Acts 10). Finally, the church came to see that 
God doesn’t entertain human distinctions. Everyone is welcomed to the family of God.  

 
 

Sermon Series: All In: A Life of Commitment 
To be used with: Committed to His Mission 
Sermon Title Possibilities: We Have Heard The Joyful Sound 
Scripture: Romans 10: 9-17 
 



©LifeWay Christian Resources www.biblestudiesforlife.com  
  

The modern church doesn’t normally deal with Jew and Gentile distinctions. We translate to 
our generation by declaring that God accepts into His family both men and women, young 
and old and people from all nations. 

 
3. We’re invited to share the message. (vs. 14-17) 

 
Paul was faithful to the call he received in Damascus. God told Ananias, “this man is my 
chosen instrument to take my name to Gentiles, kings, and Israelites” (Acts 9:15). Paul was 
sent to preach the message of the cross and he was obedient.  
 
Paul expressed in these verses the “sending” nature of the church, for it is the church that 
sends missionaries to other nations. But not all are called to go to other places. Nor are all 
called to preach the Word of God in pulpits. Most of us are called to faithfully share the good 
news of salvation in our home communities with friends, family and workmates. Christians 
who share the gospel have “beautiful feet” or a “welcomed presence.” Many who hear the 
gospel message will express faith and come to Christ (v. 17).  

 
Conclusion: Though early believers struggled with God’s plan to include everyone in the 
church, the struggle resulted in an unhindered gospel. The gospel message of belief and 
commitment is yet valid today. The offer of salvation is made to all people, and the church has 
the privilege of sharing the good news. We are the “ambassadors of Christ” who represent Him 
to others (2 Corinthians 5:20). 
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