
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study, “Committed to His 
Worship,” this sermon explores the psalm writer’s experience of worship in Jerusalem. Worship 
involves humbling ourselves before our holy God and committing our lives in His service.  

Introduction: Six psalms have as their theme God’s kingship over His creation (Psalms 94-99). 
Sometimes the emphasis is on His reign over Israel, but at other times the writers speak of His 
reign over all the earth (Psalm 97:1, 98:7). This psalm focuses on His reign in Jerusalem and the 
history of His acts through three Hebrew servants. 

1.  The psalm-writer went to the temple to worship. (vs. 1, 2, 9) 
 

The psalmist worshiped in Jerusalem, the city of David. “Zion” is another name for 
Jerusalem. The temple of Solomon was built on the “holy mountain.” This magnificent 
temple contained the ark of the covenant with the cherubim on either side. The ark was often 
referred to as God’s throne. Thus the “holy of holies” where the ark was housed was, indeed, 
the holiest place in all Israel. Many of his fellow citizens from other parts of the nation made 
pilgrimages to Jerusalem to worship in this place. Jesus made a pilgrimage to Jerusalem at 
age 12 and worshipped at the rebuilt temple known as Herod’s temple (Luke 2). Whereas it’s 
true that God is not confined to one building or one location, it’s also true that houses of 
worship are set aside for the noble purpose of exalting the Lord and proclaiming His word. 
The writer set aside time to worship the Lord. 

 
2. The psalm-writer recognized God’s holiness. (vs. 3, 5, 9) 

 
The psalmist used the refrain three times: “He is holy.” The Hebrew word “kadosh” means to 
separate or to be set apart. The holiness of God means that He is removed from the 
imperfections of humanity. He is above and greater than we are. Theologians have written 
about the “otherness” of God as one way to explain His divine nature. Unlike us, He is 
perfect in the attributes of righteousness and goodness. This is the reason we worship Him.  
 
God’s holiness demands at least two things from us who worship. We “bow” before him to 
acknowledge His greatness (vs. 5, 9). We seek to obey him as did the three Hebrew servants 
referenced in verse 6, Moses, Aaron and Samuel, when they “kept his decrees and the statues 
he gave them” (vs. 6-7). This doesn’t mean these three lived perfect lives, but it does mean 
they sought to be genuine servants of the Lord. An old adage is that it’s not the number of 
people who come to worship but the kind of people who leave worship that matters. Worship 
should result in deeper commitment of our lives to God or it falls short of its purpose. 
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3. The psalm-writer shared a word of hope. (v. 8) 
 
God chooses to draw near to us. One way He has made Himself accessible is by establishing 
a moral law for our benefit. His law teaches us the path of righteousness so that our lives will 
be blessed. We walk with him in obedience. Further, He invites us to His service. Moses, 
Aaron and Samuel are Old Testament heroes of faith. They worshipped God and they obeyed 
Him. We, too, are invited to walk with Him in service. His promise is that He will never 
abandon us. We can live in fellowship with the Lord. 
 

 
Conclusion: God’s people are called to worship Him. Our styles of worship are unique 
since churches worship in different ways. But whatever the expression of our worship, the 
principles remain the same. God is holy. We humble ourselves before Him. We rejoice in His 
faithful love and we commit ourselves in service as did Moses, Aaron and Samuel. 
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