
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Connection with Unit Theme: To complement the small group study, “Committed to His 
Church,” this sermon deals with Paul’s instruction about spiritual gifts for service and the call to 
lead holy lives. We’re called to use our gifts in our churches as we serve one another, and 
through our churches to impact a needy world. 

Introduction: The word “minister” sometimes is used to indicate a position of priority in the 
church. “He’s our minister” means that the pastor or other staff member is a leader in the work of 
the gospel. But this terminology is inadequate since every Christian is a minister whether they be 
in a leadership role or not. One church emphasized this truth in their printed newsletter. Under 
the directory column, “Ministers of the church,” the newsletter read: “All members.” Under the 
title, “Equipping ministers,” the ministerial staff and their contact information was listed. The 
Apostle Paul emphasized God’s design for His church in this passage. 

1.  Every Christian is part of the body. (vs. 3-5) 
 

The body of Christ is one of the images used in Scripture to explain the nature of the church. 
The human body has many functions and each limb, organ, muscle and tissue plays a critical 
role in this function. In 1 Corinthians 12 the same writer used the analogy of a civil war in 
which members of the body refused to function and were jealous of one another  
(1 Corinthians 12: 15-21). Certainly, such disharmony is not God’s plan. A second image of 
the church in this passage underscores unity in another way. The church is the family of God 
(v. 10). Family members love one another and help one another (v. 13). The church is a 
special place where God is honored, and members serve Him together. 

 
2. Every Christian is gifted for service. (vs. 6-8) 

 
The word Paul used in v. 6, “charismata,” indicates gifts of grace and of the Holy Spirit 
bestowed for service to the church and community. Some 20 gifts are listed in the New 
Testament, though here the apostle lists seven as a representative group. His point is that 
every believer is not only called to a life of service, but every believer is equipped to 
minister. It is the plan of God that believers discover, develop and use their gifts in service. 
In this way every Christian is a minister. Nor can there be dissension or jealousy over 
individual giftedness. All gifts given by the Spirit are necessary though “all parts do not have 
the same function” (v. 4). This means we respect how God has gifted others. We cooperate 
just as members of the body do in order to function. 
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3. Every Christian is called to holy living. (vs. 9-16) 
 

In this paragraph the apostle wrote about “the rules of the house.” Being a part of the body of 
Christ means we discover and use our gifts, to be sure, but it also means we live a life of 
goodness and love before others. In vs. 10-13 Paul wrote about living with other members of 
the church. These are “the saints” to whom we’re related in the body and in the family  
(v. 13). We’re called to love them. But Paul instructed the Romans also to love those outside 
the body. To “associate with the humble” means to disregard the caste rules of society  
(v. 16). We must be humbly concerned with those the world has overlooked due to their 
poverty or suffering. “Blessing our persecutors” means we love another group outside the 
church. We have a special calling to live above the pettiness of an unbelieving world. We 
respond in an entirely different way to those who oppose us (v. 14). 

 
Conclusion: Most of us were brought to faith by the witness of a local church. Local 
congregations are faithful to witness to the power of God in salvation and to assist God in 
bringing new Christians into the world. Pastors in my generation are fond of saying there should 
be no “Lone Ranger” Christians, referring to a television series in the 50’s. This means that 
believers are called into fellowship with one another rather than to lead solitary Christian lives. 
We band together to be more effective in service. One of the teaching responsibilities of the 
church is helping new Christians discover and use their “charismata” so they can take their place 
in the church’s ministry. 
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