
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Connection with Unit Theme: To complement the small group study, “Committed to His 
Word,” this sermon explores the several ways the psalm writer described the value of Scripture. 
The Word of God offers guidance for our lives. We must treasure it and obey it. 
 
Introduction: Many of us have wrestled with assembling toys or furniture. One manufacturer 
printed in bold text at the top of the instruction sheet: “When all else fails, read the instructions”! 
This was a not-too-subtle way to remind assemblers that the instructions must be followed 
ahead-of-time in order to save much frustration and failure. The psalmist described God’s Word 
as “the Lord’s instruction” (Psalm 119:1). The Baptist Faith and Message 2000 affirmed, “It is a 
perfect treasure of divine instruction.”1 God’s Word is intended to guide us in all the decisions of 
life. 
 

1.  The Word of God instructs us. (v. 1) 
 

An honored office in spiritual history is the Bible teacher. The rabbi in the Old Testament 
taught the men in local synagogues. The New Testament explained one of the gifts of the 
Holy Spirit to the church is the gift of teaching (1 Corinthians 12:28). Bible teachers don’t 
rely on human wisdom, though they, of course, use human illustrations as windows to give 
light. Divine authority for life and practice is contained in Scripture. For the church, no book 
or opinion takes precedence over the Bible. In it we learn of God’s redemptive plan. We 
learn of men and women who followed him and teach us, and men and women who failed 
him and whose failures warn us. Every Christian must be a life-time student of God’s Word.  

 
2. The Word of God commands us. (vs. 4, 6) 

 
The Bible commands us to turn away from wrong and to follow God’s path. This writer used 
a number of verbs to indicate following, including keep, seek and walk. In this way the 
commands of God serve as a warning. His commands show us the wrong path and exhort us 
not to wander from His truth (v. 10). Some today chafe against moral authority but the Bible 
ascribes to God the authority to command those He created. Obedience ensures our lives be 
filled with His presence and blessing. His commands are given to steer us away from hurtful 
things in life. 
 
 

 

 
1 The Baptist Faith and Message, A Statement Adopted by the Southern Baptist Convention, June 14, 2000, Article 
I, “The Scriptures.” 
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3. The Word of God inspires us. (v. 11) 
 

My generation remembers POWs from the Vietnam War who told about clandestine worship 
services in their cells. Prisoners sang hymns they remembered since they had no hymnals, 
and quoted Scripture they remembered since they had no Bibles. They demonstrated the 
virtue in “treasuring” God’s Word in our hearts. In this way they were inspired in a dark 
place. 

 
We’re exhorted to treasure His Word in our hearts and be inspired, too. Placing His Word in 
our hearts means reading, meditating and committing ourselves in obedience to His precepts 
each day. God’s Word will inspire us with insight in decision-making and inspire us to 
choose wisely in times of temptation. Scripture also inspires us in days of darkness and 
difficulty to trust God. All God’s people experience suffering. Keeping God’s Word in our 
hearts is a way to find comfort in the travails of life. We’re inspired to remain true and 
faithful to Him. 

 
Conclusion: The Bible is more than an ornament or a memento. It is a compilation of God’s 
interaction with men and women of faith, and a treasury of wisdom for life. This writer reminded 
us in beautiful poetry how practical the Bible is for every life. We learn it and we live it in order 
to please God. 
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