
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Connection with Unit Theme: To complement the small group student, “Our Commitment 
to Christ,” this sermon explores the story of the “rich, young ruler” in Mark’s gospel. Following 
Jesus is costly. Sadly, this man chose not to pay the price. 

Introduction: We learn from an early age to ask an important question: “How much does it 
cost?” A child might save allowance or money from chores to buy a toy or a game, and eagerly 
inquire if he or she has gathered enough to make the purchase. An adult asks the same question 
at the automobile dealership: “After your rebates and my trade-in, how much does it cost?” This 
is also a fair question when one considers the claims of Christ. What will it cost me to become a 
follower of Jesus? Jesus dealt with this concept in Mark 10. 
 

1.  A grown man becomes a child. (vs. 13-16) 
 

Mark’s account is one of two times he mentioned the anger of Jesus (3: 5). This doesn’t 
mean Jesus lost his temper, but that he was rightly disturbed over the lack of spiritual 
discernment. Jesus was “indignant” when his disciples kept children from him since they 
believed the boys and girls a bother to their busy master. Jesus talked with the children and 
blessed them, reminding us by his actions that children are to be loved, protected and invited 
to faith. Our denomination believes in child evangelism. Studies suggest that a greater 
number of those who come to faith do so before age 18. 

 
But Jesus also told his disciples that adults who wish to follow Him must become like 
children. He spoke of the “faith of a child.” Children don’t have the intellectual barriers that 
many adults do when they question the meaning of God’s Word. Children naturally want to 
believe and trust. Certainly, adults want to grow in knowledge and be able to explain faith. 
Peter said we should be “ready at any time to give a defense to anyone who asks you for a 
reason for the hope that is within you” (1 Peter 3:15). But much of our faith requires trusting 
God even when we don’t know and can’t see. An old hymn suggests a Christian should be 
“singing if my way is clear, praying if the path be drear.”i Faith means we continue to have 
faith even in times of struggle. We continue to believe God is good and has a good plan for 
our lives. 

 
2.  A rich man becomes a pauper. (vs. 17-21) 

 
Many of us learned from our earliest days about this one we call the “rich, young ruler.” He 
was attracted to Jesus and to the hope of eternal life. He believed since he was a good man, 
Jesus would accept him as a disciple. Some have suggested Jesus’s recounting of the Ten 
Commandments was intentional in that he spoke of those having to do with human  
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interaction and didn’t mention the first four having to do with interaction with God. This 
might indicate this man treated others fairly but fell short in his love for God. Whether true 
or not, he claimed to follow a life of righteousness, but Jesus explained this wasn’t enough. 

 
The instruction Jesus gave this young man to sell everything isn’t included in most other 
exhortations to discipleship in the Gospels, so we gather Jesus saw money as the greatest 
impediment to this man’s life of faith. Sadly, this man wasn’t willing to give his life in full 
obedience. The oxymoron often spoken about faith is that it’s free and costly. Salvation is 
free since Jesus paid it all, but it’s costly since we must be willing to make Jesus Lord of the 
whole of life. His Lordship means we willingly accept a new administrator in our lives. Luke 
records a similar word: “In the same way, therefore, every one of you who does not renounce 
all his possessions cannot be my disciple” (Luke 14:33).  

 
Conclusion:  “How much does it cost?” is a good question and an appropriate one. Those 
considering following Christ can rightly ask and can rightly learn in Scripture the cost of 
discipleship. We must lay aside the wisdom of humanity, since “the world did not know God 
through wisdom” (1 Corinthians 1: 21). We must follow Christ in childlike faith, and surrender 
to him our lives, hearts and possessions. 
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