
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study After God’s Own 
Heart: A Fresh Look at the Ten Commandments, these sermon outlines will follow the 
same theme as the small group study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the 
pulpit. 

The Point:  Integrity and contentment in Christ form the foundation for good 
relationships. 

Introduction:  I grew up in the 1970’s. That was the era of “stagflation,” which meant we 
had a stagnant economy and a high rate of inflation. I was too young to know anything 
about economics, but even kids in those days felt the impact of inflation. You know times 
are tough when you see a rapid price increase in things like candy bars and sodas! The 
kids in my family knew better than to complain, though, because we knew our parents 
would start in with the “you don’t know how good you’ve got it” speech. Both of my parents 
grew up in the Great Depression. They lived on farms that didn’t have electricity or 
running water. Neither of them owned a car or a tractor. They did all their farm work with 
horses and mules, and they traveled in wagons or on foot. They didn’t have telephones 
or television, and they didn’t know what air-conditioning was. They were right: we didn’t 
have any reason to complain. We should have been thankful for what we had. 
 
Today we have more conveniences than ever before, but it seems people are less content 
than ever before. Everywhere you turn, someone is complaining about how tough things 
are these days. Why is there so much discontent? How should we as Christians deal with 
it? For that matter, what exactly does it mean to be content? In his first letter to the 
Corinthians, Paul mentioned two areas where we should be content.   
 
 

I. Be content with your pedigree. (1 Corinthians 7:17-20) 
 
A. The word “pedigree” refers to one’s ancestry or roots. 

1. Ancestry was important to many people in Paul’s day, especially Jews. 
a. Circumcision was a symbol of God’s covenant with Abraham. 
b. Circumcision was offensive to Greeks, and when Alexander the 

Great took control of Israel, many Jewish men did indeed “become 
uncircumcised” (through a special operation). 

2. The church at Corinth probably included both Jews and Gentiles.   
a. Paul told the Jewish men not to be ashamed of their circumcision. 
b. At the same time, he told Gentile men to remain uncircumcised. 

• Paul dealt with this issue in his letter to the Galatians. Some false 
teachers known as “Judaizers” had come into the church, and 
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they taught that unless a man was circumcised, he was not truly 
a follower of Jesus. Whether these false teachers had come into 
Corinth is uncertain, but Paul may have given these instructions 
to head them off. There’s nothing wrong with upholding Jewish 
tradition for the sake of tradition, but it is wrong to make these 
things a condition of one’s salvation.   

B. In the final analysis, one’s ancestry isn’t going to matter. 
1. What matters is the keeping of God’s commandments. 

a. We are not saved by good works, but if we have trusted in Jesus, we 
will want to obey Him (John 14:15). 

b. None of us are perfect, but if you do not even have the desire to obey 
God, then something is terribly wrong somewhere. 

2. What does this have to do with us today? 
a. Racial distinctions do not matter in God’s kingdom. 
b. Class distinctions also do not matter. 

• As I write this, we have seen a resurgence in racial tensions 
across our nation. Racism will never completely disappear as 
long as we live in a fallen world, but if there is any place where it 
does not belong, it is among the people of God. 

 
II. Be content with your profession. (1 Corinthians 7:21-24) 

 
A. The word translated “servant” in verse 21 is the Greek word doulos, which 

literally means “slave”. 
1. Slavery was widely practiced throughout the Roman Empire. 

a. It included people of various races and nationalities. 
b. Many were educated professionals, such as doctors and lawyers. 

2. Paul instructed slaves to “care not for it”. 
a. Other translations say, “Don’t worry about it.” You are still a free 

citizen of God’s kingdom, even if the world considers you a slave. 
b. Paul also encouraged slaves to take their freedom if the opportunity 

arose (v. 21b).   
• How does this apply to us in modern America? If you have a job 

you hate, there’s nothing wrong with seeking a better one. If you 
get an opportunity for a better job, then you should certainly take 
it if you want it. In the meantime, you should give your best to 
your current employer, even if he/she does not appreciate it. 
Remember, you are ultimately working for God. 

B. Paul reminded the Corinthians that they were “bought with a price”. 
1. Because Christ bought you, He is now your Master. 

a. He paid for you with His own blood. 
b. Since He is your ultimate Boss, you should be careful how you 

represent Him in the workplace.   
2. There is nothing wrong with seeking a new job, but in the meantime, 

give your best at your current job.   
a. God does not call everyone to be a preacher. He needs people to 

serve as lawyers, doctors, electricians, mechanics, etc. 
b. You can be a witness for Christ regardless of your profession. 
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• The church where I currently serve has four deacons. One is a 
realtor, one is an auto mechanic, one works for a credit company, 
and one is a retired electrician. Yet all of them have can tell 
stories of ministry and witness opportunities they have had in 
their various professions. You don’t have to be a pastor for God 
to use you in His service! 

 
Conclusion:  Many people grew up watching a program called “Sesame Street”. I was 
two years old when it first came on television, so I was part of the original audience. I 
remember a puppet sketch they did when I was little. It was about a king whose palace 
caught on fire. He called the firemen, and they immediately came and put it out. The king 
was so impressed with their work that he ordered all people in his kingdom to quit their 
jobs and become firemen. Unfortunately, it wasn’t long before some problems came up. 
The king cut his finger, and he called his doctor to come and look at it. Alas, his doctor 
couldn’t help him. The doctor was now a fireman! A short time later the king was looking 
for his mail. He called the mailman and demanded to know why his mail had not been 
delivered. The mailman explained that he was now a fireman, so he couldn’t deliver the 
mail. If that wasn’t bad enough, the king soon became hungry, so he called on the royal 
cook to fix him some lunch. The cook couldn’t help him because – you guessed it – he 
was a fireman, too! The king finally realized he had made a mistake, and he issued a 
second proclamation ordering everyone to go back to their old jobs. 
 
If everyone in the world had the same profession, we would be in quite a mess! God 
doesn’t call everyone to be preachers, but he does call you to serve Him through your 
work, whatever that vocation is. Be content with where God has placed you. If He opens 
a door for you elsewhere, that’s fine, but until then be content with where you are. Above 
all, always give it your best. Remember, you’re ultimately working for God. Keep your 
eyes on Him, and you will learn to be content in this discontented world.   
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