
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study After God’s Own 
Heart: A Fresh Look at the Ten Commandments, these sermon outlines will follow the 
same theme as the small group study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the 
pulpit. 

The Point:  Respect human life as God does. 

Introduction: One of the all-time popular Disney movies is “Old Yeller”, which is about a 
stray dog who attaches himself to a family on the Texas frontier. The family consists of a 
woman and her two sons, Travis and Arliss. Travis is fourteen years old, and he has to 
be the man of the house while his father is away on a cattle drive. Arliss is five years old, 
and since he is always getting into trouble, he doesn’t make life any easier! In one scene, 
Travis has to shoot a cow that has rabies. Arliss is too young to understand why that was 
necessary, and he later asks Travis why he did it. Travis replied, “She was sick.” Arliss 
said, “You were sick a while back. Why didn’t we have to shoot you?” Travis just looked 
at him for a moment, and then he said, “Don’t you ever run out of questions?”   

Arliss’ question is in fact the subject of a major debate these days. Some people are 
pushing to legalize euthanasia of the elderly and the infirm. After all, we euthanize pets 
when they get old and sickly, so why can we not do the same with humans? If humans 
were merely another species of animals, as many of them believe, then they might have 
a point. However, the Bible says human beings are made in the image of God, so that 
sets us apart from the rest of creation. Not even the angels of heaven can claim that 
distinction. What does it mean to be made in the image of God? 

I. The superiority of humankind. (Genesis 9:1-3) 
 
A. This does not mean one group of humans is superior to another, but it does 

mean humans are superior to the rest of creation. 
1. God reaffirmed this truth when Noah and his family came off the ark.   

a. He gave them the same command that He gave Adam and Eve 
(compare Genesis 9:1 with Genesis 1:28). 

b. God said animals would now have a natural fear of people. 
• This was a new element, probably because the flood had greatly 

changed the world. It was a harsher environment now, so there 
would be a struggle for survival. However, God gave people an 
edge over the animals by giving animals a natural fear of people. 

2. He allowed them to use animals for food. 
a. Before the flood, as far as we can tell, people and animals only ate 

vegetation (Genesis 1:29-30). 
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b. There might be physical reasons for people not to eat meat, but there 
is nothing morally wrong with it. 
• When I was in college, a popular Christian writer published a 

book that addressed various controversial questions. One of the 
chapters was titled, “Is Hunting a Sin?” He concluded that it was, 
but as I recall, his arguments were based more on emotion than 
they were on Scripture. Ironically, that same writer later came out 
in favor of same-sex marriage.   

B. In what ways are we made in the image of God? 
1. God has shared some of His attributes with us. These include: 

a. Intellect. 
b. A moral nature. 
c. Love. 

2. Sin has marred the image of God in us, but it’s there nonetheless.   
a. Because human intellect has been marred by sin, it cannot be trusted 

to have all the answers. 
b. Many people have a very twisted moral nature, and this enables 

them to do much evil. Still, their moral nature is present.   
c. Because our understanding of love has been marred, many people 

do not know the difference between love and lust.   
 

II. The sanctity of humankind. (Genesis 9:4-6) 
 
A. God forbade them to eat meat with blood in it. 

1. Does this instruction still apply today? 
a. We are no longer under the old covenant. 
b. He was not necessarily forbidding them to eat rare meat (though 

such meat may not always be healthy). He simply wanted them to 
drain the blood from meat before they ate it (Leviticus 17). 
• We still do this today when animals are slaughtered. I’ve taken a 

few pigs to the slaughterhouse, and the butcher always bled 
them. My grandmother used to work for a meat cutter, and during 
deer season, she often complained about hunters who brought in 
deer that had not been bled properly. She said the meat was so 
bloody that it didn’t look fit to eat.   

2. Why did God give this command? 
a. He was commanding them to respect life. 

• When an animal eats another animal, it tears into its flesh and 
eats the blood along with the meat. God had people to a higher 
standard than that. 

b. Blood was used to atone for sins. 
• When people saw the blood on the altar, they were reminded that 

an animal had given its life for their sins. Such sacrifices were 
merely symbols of what God would do through Christ. 

B. He required the death penalty for murder. 
1. The death penalty is a sensitive subject today. 

a. When property was stolen or damaged, the culprit was expected to 
make restitution. 
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b. No one can make restitution for a human life, so the penalty was for 
the murderer to give his own life.   

2. No matter what views you hold of the death penalty, don’t overlook the 
main point: human life is sacred. 
a. We are commanded to be good stewards of God’s creation, so we 

should not kill animals indiscriminately. 
b. Animal life is not sacred, but human life is. 

• What should be the Christian view of war? I believe wars are 
sometimes necessary, but any combat veteran can tell you they 
are never pleasant. War is not the same as murder, but it still 
involves the loss of human life, so it should never be taken lightly.   

 
III. The significance of humankind. (Genesis 9:7) 

 
A. God had just wiped out the entire population of the earth, but He told 

Noah and his family to “be fruitful and multiply”. 
1. This is a reminder that humans are special to God. 

a. Noah and his family were not perfect, but God still loved them. 
b. In spite of our faults and failures, human beings are still precious in 

the sight of God. 
2. Humans are even greater than the angels of heaven. 

a. Psalm 8 says we were made “a little lower than the angels”, but the 
second chapter of Hebrews suggests this is only a temporary status. 

b. God did not redeem fallen angels, but He did redeem fallen humans. 
B. What should be our attitude toward other people? 

1. We should value them as God does. 
a. We should value people of all races and nationalities.   

• I once heard Tony Evans challenge pastors to imagine if one of 
their deacons was living in adultery. Suppose people made 
excuses for him? Maybe they said, “Well, he’s been that way all 
his life, and he’s not going to change.” Or, “He grew up in another 
era, and it’s just how he was raised. Would a good pastor accept 
those excuses? Of course not!  Likewise, we should accept those 
excuses for people’s racism. Racism is a sin.   

b. We should not approve of their wickedness, but we should love them.  
• We live in a day where people have lost all sense of right and 

wrong. We should never compromise God’s Word, so we should 
hate people’s wickedness, but we should never hate the people 
doing the wickedness. They are important to God.   

2. If we value their souls, we will seek to bring them to Christ. 
 
Conclusion:  One of my favorite movies is “Judgment at Nuremburg”. It’s a fictional story 
about the Nazi war crime trials after World War II. Spencer Tracy plays the head of the 
American tribunal. The movie is set in 1948, and by this time the more prominent war 
criminals had been either sentenced or had fled the country. The defendants in this case 
were German judges who sentenced people to sterilization and to death camps. Many 
questioned whether they should be tried at all, since they only played an indirect role. To 
complicate things even further, this was the year that Russia closed off all the roads to 
Berlin. The Americans knew they would need the support of the German people to resist 
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the Communists, but how could they get that support if they sent their judges to prison? 
Near the end of the movie, Spencer Tracy pronounced sentence on the four defendants, 
and then he made some remarks that I always thought were rather inspiring. He said, 
“There are those in our country who speak of the protection of our country – of survival. 
The answer to that is: survival as what? A country isn’t a rock; it’s not an extension of 
one’s self. It’s what it stands for; it’s what it stands for when standing for something is 
most difficult. Before the people of the world let it now be known that this is what we stand 
for: justice, truth, and the value of a single human being.” 
 
 As we consider our country today, when the murder of the unborn is acceptable and some 
lives seem to matter more than others, can we really say our country still stands for truth, 
justice, and the value of a single human being? If anyone should stand for those things 
today, it should be those of us that follow the Lord Jesus Christ. People are important to 
God. Yes, there are many things wrong with people, but let’s also remember what’s right 
with them. They are made in God’s image, and God sent His Son Jesus to die on the 
cross for their sins. Let us love them as He loves them. 
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