
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study After God’s Own 
Heart: A Fresh Look at the Ten Commandments, these sermon outlines will follow the 
same theme as the small group study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the 
pulpit. 

The Point:  God is to have first place in every aspect of life.  

Introduction:  Most people today will tell you they believe in God, yet if you probe them 
a bit, you’ll find that the God in which they believe is much different from the God of the 
Bible. The same holds true for many atheists. Frank Turek, the popular Christian speaker 
and writer, tells about some of the conversations he has had with atheists. He often asks 
them what kind of God in which they don’t believe. They usually talk about a God who is 
vengeful, mean, arbitrary, and a whole host of other things. Turek says he tells them, “I 
don’t believe in that kind of God, either!” The fact is, many people have rejected God 
because they have no idea what the Bible really says about Him. What exactly does the 
Bible say about God, and why is it so vital that we put Him first? Naturally, you cannot 
fully explore those questions in one sermon, but the fortieth chapter of Isaiah brings out 
two key truths about the God we worship. 
 
 
I. His transcendence. (Isaiah 40:12-24) 

 
A. What do we mean when we say God is “transcendent”? 

1. It means He is separate from His creation. 
a. The pantheist understands God as some type of “force” that permeates 

all matter. The Bible does not teach this. 
b. Human beings are created in God’s image, but they are not gods. 

2. He is not subject to the limitations of humanity (see v. 12). 
a. Humans can estimate the amount of water in the oceans, but God 

knows it down to the last ounce. 
b. Humans can estimate the length of the universe, but God knows it down 

to the last inch. 
• I heard one preacher say God’s transcendence does not mean He 

is too distant or too remote to care about us and our problems. It 
simply means He is a very big God! 

B. What does God’s transcendence mean to us in practical terms? 
1. His image cannot be reduced to a manmade sculpture (vv. 19-20). 

a. Rich people made idols of gold or silver. 
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b. Poor people were forced to make their idols of wood, but they carefully 
chose high-quality wood that did not rot quickly (it was bad for morale 
when people saw their “gods” deteriorating before them). 
• One of my favorite lines in the movie “Patton” was when the famous 

general was asked about fortifications on the border of Germany. 
He replied, “Fixed fortifications are monuments to the stupidity of 
man.  If mountain ranges and oceans can be overcome, anything 
built by man can be overcome.” Likewise, if the God of the universe 
is big enough to hold mountains and oceans in His hands, how can 
anything built by man possibly reflect His glory? 

2. He is in control of all things (vv. 21-24). 
a. The people of this earth are like grasshoppers to Him, so even the most 

powerful tyrants are no match for Him. 
b. If He so chose, He could destroy this earth just as easily as a camper 

could take down a tent. 
• As I write this, we’re witnessing a great deal of unrest in our own 

country, and many people fear for our future. I don’t claim to know 
what will happen to America, but I do know our God will prevail. 

 
II. His imminence. (Isaiah 40:25-31)  

 
A. When we say God is imminent, it means He is near. 

1. We must be balanced when in our understanding of God. 
2. How well does God know His creation? 

a. He can number all the stars and planets in the universe. 
b. He knows every detail about each one. 
c. He knows the smallest detail about every person He created. 

• I remember seeing a “Peanuts” comic strip where Lucy and Linus 
were standing outside looking at the night sky. Lucy said, “Don’t 
bother me. I’m counting the stars.” Linus told her she was wasting 
her time. She asked why, and Linus replied, “I’ve already counted 
them.”  It’s foolish for a human to try and count the stars. Scientists 
are still trying to figure out the number of stars in the universe, but 
God already knows. He knows how many there are, and He knows 
each one individually. In the same way, He knows each of us by 
name, and He knows our needs even before we do. 

B. He is near even during the hard times. 
1. The people of Israel wondered if God had abandoned them. 

a. They were going through some hard times when Isaiah wrote these 
words, and he warned them it was going to get worse. 

b. During times of difficulty, we often wonder if God is really with us. 
2. We can trust God even when we don’t understand. 

a. Isaiah noted that even youthful energy has its limits (v. 30). 
• Anyone who has worked with teens or children knows that they have 

an abundant supply of energy. Sometimes it seems inexhaustible!  
Nevertheless, they have their limits. Sooner or later, they get tired 
just like anyone else. Our God, by contrast, never gets tired. 

b. When you put your faith in God, your strength is renewed. 
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• Translations of verse 31 vary. Some say, “They that wait on the 
Lord”, but others say, “They that trust in the Lord.” They essentially 
mean the same thing, since trusting in the Lord often requires us to 
wait on Him. In the end, though, we realize His timing is perfect. 

   
Conclusion:  One of the great gospel songwriters of the 20th century was Stuart 
Hamblen. He was a cowboy singer for many years, but in 1949 he was converted at a 
Billy Graham crusade, and he later enjoyed a successful career as a gospel singer and 
songwriter. One of his most profound songs is titled “How Big Is God”. It goes like this: 
 

Though men may strive to go beyond the reach of space 
To walk beyond the distant glimmering stars. 
This world's a room so small within my Father's house 
The open sky but a portion of his yard. 
 
How big is God? How big and wide is his vast domain? 
To try to tell these lips can only start; 
He's big enough to rule the mighty universe, 
Yet small enough to live within my heart. 

 
 Friends, what a perfect description that is of the one true God. He’s so big that our minds 
cannot possibly comprehend His greatness, yet He still knows each of us individually and 
loves us enough to care about our problems and needs. He loves you so much that He 
sent His own Son to die for you so you could be forgiven of your sins and adopted into 
His family. Do you know that God today? 
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