
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study “Committed to His 
Mission” this sermon will show that all are invited to engage in missions and that missions can 
take place right where one lives. 

Introduction: Has anyone seen my cell phone? When we hear this question in our homes, we 
can almost hear the panic in the voice of the one asking. If the one asking the question has a 
strong enough emphasis, the rest of the house might feel compelled to join in the search. Then, 
after either a short or elongated search, celebration breaks out because what was lost has been 
found. This celebration is had by the entire family and not just the owner of the cell phone.   

We see these same principals in play as it relates to missions. The mission is not for a lost cell 
phone, but rather lost souls. The celebration is not just for the one who accepts Christ, but rather 
for all of heaven. 

1. Missions is personal (v. 8) 
Jesus’ parable begins with a woman who had 10 silver coins and had lost one. She 
personally engaged in the search process. Given the fact that she still had 9 coins, she had 
some money. Therefore, she could have paid someone else to engage in the search for 
her. Maybe her schedule was busy and she simply didn’t have time to look for the coin.  
She would have none of this. She was determined to find that coin. 
 
What if God’s people took the same approach as it relates to searching for lost people. 
All too often God’s people reach a false conclusion that we pay the preacher to do these 
things, or only the preacher is qualified for something like this. The lady in the story did 
not have a degree in finding lost coins and yet she was able to find it. Let’s make the 
mission of finding lost souls in our community just as personal as this lady made finding 
her lost coin. 
 

2. Missions is persistent (v. 9) 
 The actions of the lady in the parable reveal her persistence. She lit a lamp, then swept  
 the house, all while searching carefully. She could have lit the lamp, not seen the coin  
 and simply given up. If anyone actually enjoys sweeping the house, they are rather  
 unique. This is probably not high on someone’s personal wish list. But, this lady was  
 ready to turn over the furniture in an effort to find the coin. Finally, she did not just  
 search the house. The Bible says that she searched carefully. The word carefully tells us  
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 how she searched. She was not haphazard in her efforts and we would be wise to take  
 our cues from her. 
 
 Please note the importance of the fact that the search took place in her own home. We  
 most likely know at least one family member that does not know Jesus as Lord and  
 Savior. While we cannot force them to come to faith in Jesus, we can model the   
 persistence of the lady in this parable by intentionally praying for and searching God’s  
 truth with them until they are found in relationship with Christ. We need not be delegate  
 out or be haphazard in these efforts either. 
 

3. Missions result in a party (v. 9-10) 
 As we progress with the lady in the parable we see a great celebration at the end. Her  
 efforts, while long and strenuous, were not in vain.  She swept and searched carefully and 
 found her lost coin. Immediately upon the finding of the coin, she has a big party for her  
 and her friends. The wording reveals that she was rejoicing and she wanted her friends to 
 rejoice with her.   
 
 Jesus then concludes this section of Scripture by pointing out that this is what it is like in  
 heaven when one sinner comes to faith in Him. If we think heaven is going to be dull or  
 God Himself is dull and boring, then we have not read this passage. He enjoys   
 celebration and celebrates each time one lost soul is found. 
   
Conclusion: Each week when we get to this point in the message, some might get apprehensive. 
They know that the invitation is coming and that they need to talk to someone about a 
relationship with Jesus. But, they quickly talk themselves out of doing anything out of fear of 
what others might think. 

If someone desires to start a relationship this week, here is what we as a church commit to you in 
this moment. We are going to celebrate because God is going to celebrate. We are going to 
rejoice because according to this passage, all of heaven is rejoicing and we want this worship 
center to reflect what is going on in heaven. So, let today be the day that you go all in and are 
found in Christ. 
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