
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study “Committed to Pray“  
this sermon will look at Jesus’ prayer moments before his betrayal. We will explore facets of His 
prayer life and then seek to model our prayer life based on this.   

Introduction: A common game among children is to mimic one another. If someone scratches 
their nose, a child will then scratch his nose too. The first child will then say, “STOP IT!” only to 
have the second child repeat the same phrase with the same emphasis. The end result is a parent 
saying “Stop it” to both children. 

What if God’s children engaged in a similar activity, but it not be annoying? What if we looked 
at the prayer life of Jesus and mimic Him? We all know that Jesus was committed to prayer and 
as His followers, we too should be committed to prayer. 

1. He was committed to praying for current disciples  
 

a. He prayed for their protection (v. 11 & 15) 
  First Peter 5:8 indicates that we have a real enemy who is actively prowling  
  around like a roaring lion seeking to devour us. This does not paint a pretty  
  picture and it would be good to know that someone is praying for our protection  
  from the enemy. 
 

The context of this prayer is when Jesus is moments away from being betrayed 
and going to the cross for our sins. In this time of anguish, He prays for the 
protection of His disciples. He knows that they are soon to scatter and He is 
praying for them. Jesus was committed to praying for others during difficult times 
and we should be too. 

 
b. He prayed for their sanctification (v. 17-19) 

  Sanctify is a word commonly used in church, but seldom defined. A basic   
  definition is to grow in Christlikeness. Jesus is asking the Father to continue to  
  grow His disciples in the faith that they possess. He goes so far in the prayer to  
  say that disciples are “sanctified by the truth” (v. 19). This phrasing shows a  
  continual and ongoing process. 
 
  If we encountered someone who was in their 30’s and yet still had the mind and  
  behavior of a toddler, we would most likely feel a sense of grief for this adult. A  
  natural part of our development as humans is maturity. This is true for our   
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  spiritual lives too. Jesus wants us to maintain a childlike faith, but not be childish  
  in our faith. 
 

c. How this is lived out today 
  Yes, Jesus was committed to prayer and we as His followers need to follow His  
  lead.  He prayed for his current disciples and this translates to us praying for  
  fellow church members. We get to pray for one another’s protection because  
  according to Jesus the world hates us (v. 14). We also get to pray that we would  
  all grow in our faith and relationship with Jesus. This is not just a one time  
  prayer, but rather a continual and ongoing request. 
 

2. He was committed to praying for future followers 
 

a. He prayed for their unity (v. 21-23) 
  His prayer now begins to shift as He begins to pray for those who will come to  
  faith in Him through the proclaim of this word via the disciples (v. 20). His first  
  request is that we may all be one. This is not a prayer of conformity, but rather a  
  prayer of unity. He prayed the same thing for the original disciples in verse 11.   
 
  Jesus is also faithful to provide yet another model for us to follow or mimic.  
  “May they all be one, as you, Father, are in me and I in you” (v. 21). The   
  relationship of Father, Son and Spirit is the prayer request. God’s church is to  
  model the unity of the Trinity. 
 

b. He prayed for their ministry (v. 21 & 23) 
  An effective way to study Scripture is to look for repeated words or phrases as  
  this shows emphasis. Jesus repeated a phrase in this prayer.  He first said, “that  
  the world may believe you sent me” (v. 21). Then he said, “that the world may  
  know that you sent me” (v. 23). The first is head knowledge and the second is the  
  application of knowledge based on personal experience. This change is as a direct  
  result of mature unity lived outside the context of the four walls of the church  
  building. Jesus is praying for the ministry of his followers. 
 

c. How this is lived out today 
  Being committed to prayer means praying for the unity and ministry of the  
  church. This is not a one-time prayer request but rather a continual and ongoing  
  request. Jesus has set the example and was committed to praying for us in His  
  darkest hour. We too need to commit to praying for one another, no matter the  
  circumstances. 

 
 
Conclusion: Prayer, simply put, is communication with God. Some might not think they know 
how to pray, but Jesus has provided us a simple model to follow. We are to talk to the Father and 
pray for those who have a relationship with Him through Jesus and pray for those who have not 
yet started this relationship. We might try to make it complex, but it is really this simple. We just 
have to be committed to pray and follow Jesus’ model. 



 

 

Tod Tanner has degrees from Texas A&M, Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary and The 
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary.  He has pastored churches in Texas and Tennessee.  Tod 
and his family reside in Tennessee and he is serving at a church plant in Franklin, TN. 


