
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study “Committed to His 
Church,” this sermon will look at three specific actions outlined in Hebrews 10:19-25. Each 
action is written in the present tense which indicates that it needs to be done in the now and each 
action is written in the plural which shows that it cannot be accomplished in isolation. 

Introduction: Most, if not all sports, are team oriented. I know that a golfer has to hit the ball, 
but ask him to go without his swing coach and see what he says. The tennis player has to serve 
the ball, but ask her to go without her strength and conditioning coach and see what she says. 
Church is also a team and we need not seek to live in isolation from one another. Today’s 
message will show three specific things that we are supposed to do together and not alone. 

1.  We are to draw near (v. 22)  
 The first thing to point out in this verse as well as the two proceeding is “let us” starts  
 each verse. Us is plural, therefore showing more than one person. The church, God’s  
 bride, is not a single person sitting in a deer stand because he feels God in the deer stand. 
 While someone can commune with God in the outdoors, this is not a replacement for  
 gathering with other believers to worship the risen Lord. 
 
 The author of Hebrews first indicates that we are to draw near to the great High Priest,  
 Jesus. To draw near means to approach or to come close. This had to be shocking to the  
 initial audience because they were used to one man going into the holy of holies once a  
 year. Now, they are all invited to this relationship and can do so with a true heart that has 
 been washed pure. The initial audience to this message had to feel a great sense of  
 excitement and we need to feel this sense of excitement afresh and anew today. 

 
2. We are to hold on (v. 23) 

 Have you ever seen a child hold tightly to a new tool? He will study it with great delight  
 and awe. He looks at it from every angle and will not relinquish it at any cost. Heaven  
 help you if you try to get it from him as you might get more than you expected. 
 
 What if we as God’s bride “hold on to the confession of our hope without wavering” in  
 the same manner? What if we studied the hope that is found in our relationship with  
 Jesus like the child studies his new toy? We need not do this in isolation because there  
 are others who are holding on to their confession of hope who can help us in   
 understanding ours. The confession of hope is the same for all hope is found in Christ  
 alone. But, some have a greater knowledge and understanding of this hope and they are  
 called to lead others in a better understanding.   
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3. We are to watch out (v. 24) 

  The author finally tells us that we are to watch out for one another. To “watch out for”  
 means to show concern for someone, to actually care about someone. If a husband and  
 father took it upon himself to watch out for his wife and child(ren), we would all say that  
 this is a good thing. If, however, we discovered that he was never around them or only  
 visited them once a month for an hour, we would say this is not a good thing. God’s  
 church cannot adequately fulfill this action while not engaging in ongoing relationships  
 with God’s people. 
 
  As we watch out for one another, we are to provoke one another to love and good works. 
 Jesus told His disciples in the Sermon on the Mount to let their light shine before men in  
 such a way that others would see their good works and glorify the Father (Matt. 5:16).  
 Jesus has an expectation of His followers to glorify the Father through good works. He  
 also has an expectation of the church to encourage one another in these good works. This 
 cannot be fulfilled in isolation. 
 
Conclusion: The author of Hebrews provides a last action for us; that is to encourage one 
another as the day of Christ return is fast approaching (v. 25). Someone once asked Truett Cathy 
founder of Chick-fil-a, “How do you know if someone needs encouragement?”  Truett answered 
the question with a question: “Is that person breathing?” We all reside in a difficult world and 
Jesus wants to use His people to provide encouragement in and throughout our time here in this 
world. We are not wired for isolation, but rather wired for community. So, let’s draw near, hold 
on and watch over together so that we can encourage one another in this journey. 
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