
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study “Our Commitment to 
Christ,” this sermon will explore the commitment of a group of friends as well as an obedient 
individual. Both experienced significant opposition, but they did not let this hinder their 
commitment to Christ. 

Introduction: Commitment is always accompanied by action. If someone is committed to his 
spouse and child(ren), he will sacrifice for them. If someone is committed to her job, she will 
show up on time and work hard. If someone is committed in his relationship with Jesus, he will 
do whatever is necessary to bring others to Christ and he will strive to live in obedience to 
Christ’s commands. We see in today’s story commitment to Christ lived out by a host of people 
even in the face of strong opposition.   

1.  A group committed to taking someone to Christ (v. 1-5) 
 

a. Their commitment was larger then the crowds (v. 2) 
  An excuse is just that, an excuse. We often use excuses to stop us from action.  
  It’s too hot outside, so I will not work in the yard. It is going to rain on Sunday,  
  so let’s pass on church this week. The excuses we use show a lack of   
  commitment on our part. 
 
  A particular group of men had a friend who was paralyzed and needed to see  
  Jesus. When this group arrived on the scene, the Bible says that there was so  
  many around that they could not even get to the doorway. They had a legitimate  
  excuse; they could not even get to the door. Instead of offering an excuse to their  
  needy friend, they were committed to seeing the issue through. Their   
  commitment to bringing their friend to Christ was larger than the crowd that could 
  have stopped them. 
   

b. Their commitment was larger than the obstacle (v. 4-5)  
  Often our excuses are accompanied by obstacles, either perceived or real. The  
  friends had a real obstacle of a crowd as well as a roof. But, once again, their  
  commitment was larger than the obstacle they faced. Instead of giving up, they  
  started digging through the roof and lowered their friend on a mat down to Jesus. 
 
  The Bible says that Jesus saw their faith. When our commitment to Christ yields  
  action, our faith is seen by Jesus and others as well. Yes, we are all going to have  
  obstacles in trying to bring others to Christ. But, we need to push past these  
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  obstacles in the hopes that Jesus will see our faith as well and that those whom we 
  bring to Him will receive the same forgiveness that this particular man received. 

  
2. An individual committed to obedience (v. 6-12) 

 
a. Obedience in spite of obstinate people (v. 6-8) 

  Going “All In” for Jesus can be something that a group does, but it can also yield  
  action for an individual. The paralytic was also all in and his actions reveal this  
  too. He had to agree to the plan of taking him to Jesus and then he had to agree  
  being put down through the room. 
 
  His going all in was not without critics. The scribes didn’t care for Jesus’ words.  
  Jesus was aware of this and asked why they were questioning these things in their  
  hearts. The paralytic had to be aware of this because he was laying right there in  
  front of them. He could have allowed this group of obstinate people to hinder his  
  journey with Christ. But, he was all in and was not going to let them stop him. 
 

b. Obedience in spite of physical hindrance (v. 11-12) 
  It has been said that delayed obedience is disobedience. We do not see a hint of  
  disobedience in this particular gentleman. Jesus commanded him to get up, take  
  his mat and go home. The next verse says that he immediately got up, took his  
  mat and went out the front. He didn’t form a committee and put it to a vote. He  
  didn’t even form a study group to reflect upon the commands of Jesus. Instead,  
  he did exactly what Jesus told him to do and he did so immediately.   
 
Conclusion: Going all in and being committed to Christ will yield action. We see that in the 
group that took the paralytic to Jesus and we see action on the part of the man who was 
paralyzed. The question for us is, Will we go all in today as well? 

If you are a follower of Jesus, let’s stop offering excuses on why we are not bringing others to 
Jesus. These men were committed and their story is still being told today. If, however, you do 
not know Jesus, he wants to change you today. Don’t listen to a small group of obstinate people, 
even if it is yourself. Listen to Him today and accept the forgiveness He is offering. 
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