
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study “Christ’s Commitment to 
Us,” this sermon explores specific ways that Jesus modeled his commitment to the disciples. 
Given the fact that God is the same yesterday, today and forever, Christ’s consistent modeling to 
the disciples then is still relevant and applicable today. 

Introduction: It is often said that talk is cheap. It only takes a small amount of knowledge to be 
able to talk a good game. You know someone is serious about a subject matter or practice when 
their lifestyle is able to back up their talk. Jesus did more than just talk about being committed to 
the disciples, he modeled it as well. John 15:9-17 provides multiple examples of Christ being 
committed then and even now. 

1.  Christ is committed to loving us (v. 9)  
We in the West use the world love extensively. We love the team we cheer for, we love a 
friend like a brother and we love our spouse and kids enough to die for them. The word 
has multiple means and the Greek language communicates the differences in meanings by 
using different words. The word love used in verse 9 and throughout this passage is 
agape which is the greatest example of love in that it is sacrificial love. Jesus told His 
disciples then and His disciples today that He loves us enough to sacrifice Himself for us. 
This is the greatest form of love. 

 
 As He told Hiss disciples that He loves them, He commands them to remain in His love. 
 To remain in His love means to abide or rest within His love. Jesus’ commitment to  
 loving us is of such a nature that it can sustain us throughout the difficult times. If this  
 was not so, He would not have commanded His followers to remain in it. 

 
2. Christ is committed to sacrificing for us (v. 13) 

 As stated in the opening, talk is cheap.  Someone can say that they love us enough to die  
 for us, but will they die for us in the end? The answer to this question from Jesus’   
 standpoint and His commitment to us is yes. 
 
 Jesus said that His love is modeled in laying down His life for His friends. A study of the 
 original language reveals that Jesus chose to die for His friends, it was not forced upon  
 Him. Jesus actively laid down His life. He did this because He was committed to His  
 followers. He verbally communicated this commitment in saying that He loved us and  
 He showed this commitment in laying down His life. 
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3. Christ is committed to journeying with us (v. 15) 
 The passage we are studying is towards the end of Jesus’ time here on earth. He has  
 spent three years with His disciples and He is soon to return home to the Father. Because 
 of this, we see Him begin to address the disciples as His friends.   
 
 A friend is someone with which you enjoy community and fellowship with each other. If 
 one did not want to continue a relationship with someone else, he would not offer a  
 friendship. If Jesus’ love and commitment was only in that moment or only at the cross,  
 He would not have talked about a friendship with them.   
 
 When Moses was commissioning Joshua, Moses said that the Lord God will not leave  
 you or abandon you (Deut. 31:6). The author of Hebrews said it this way; “for He   
 Himself said, I will never leave you or abandon you” (13:5). The mark of a friend is one  
 who is committed to an ongoing relationship and this is Jesus’ commitment to his   
 followers. 
 

4. Christ is committed to using us (v. 16) 
 Let’s think about the group of disciples that Jesus chose. He had a tax collector in the  
 bunch and no one liked tax collectors. He picked at least four fishermen. This profession 
 was full of hard workers, but it was not at the top of someone’s aspirational list of   
 accomplishments. Even with this ragamuffin group He told them, “I appointed you to go  
 and produce fruit and that your fruit should remain.” He could have picked anyone, but  
 He picked them and He was committed to using them. 
 
 One interesting point about this passage is the word “you”. It is plural and this has huge  
 meaning. If it was singular, it would show that Jesus was committed to using that one  
 particular individual. Since it is plural, it shows His commitment to using the entire  
 group.  He is committed to using us in the same way that He was committed to using the  
 original group back then. 
 
Conclusion: How do you know if someone is committed? The answer is simple, look to see if 
their actions and words line up. If we do this with the life of Christ, we do see that everything 
lines up. He tells us that He loves us and then shows us this love via His sacrifice. He says that 
we are His friends and then He uses us for His glory. The question now becomes, do our words 
and actions line up as it relates to our commitment to Christ? 
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