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WEEKLY MESSAGE

PRAY for your group members, and for God to grant you insight as you study and 
prepare your Bible study session. Do this throughout the week. 

SCHEDULE your group’s online Bible study using the online meeting tool you prefer. 
Invite group members and guests to participate using a meeting ID if required by your 
online meeting tool. Click here to view a Best Practices document for online groups.

SEND digital copies of the next session to group members who do not have a print 
copy. If using the Personal Study Guide, encourage group members to read the 
passage and comments for the next session.

CONNECT with your group via email or text messaging early in the week. 

Create your own message:

• Briefly tell the group the title of your next Bible study, why it is important, and what 
they will learn.

• Challenge group members to study before the group session if your group uses a 
Personal Study Guide.

• Remind group members when your group will meet online.

Or copy and paste this suggested wording into the email or text message to  
your group:

PREPARATION
Best Practices for Leading an Online Group

Christians are to stand out from their culture. We live in the culture, but we also 
stand apart from it. In our ongoing study on hope from 1 Peter, we see that 
the transformed life that results from faith in Christ should lead to a marked 
difference in the way a believer thinks and behaves. Join our group this week as 
we consider the question, “How can we live unashamed in today’s culture?”

https://s3.amazonaws.com/LWbranding/bsfl2019/2020/04/Online_Bible_Study_Best_Practices.pdf


PREPARE to lead your group’s Bible study.

• Study the Bible passage.

• Listen to the Bible Studies for Life Adult Podcast. Search for Bible Studies 
for Life Adults at your preferred podcast app or access the podcast at 
BibleStudiesforLife.com/AdultExtra.

• Visit BibleStudiesforLife.com/AdultExtra for additional leader helps, including 
the podcast, news articles, additional questions, and a devotional blog for group 
members. 

• Create your teaching plan for guiding your group’s online Bible study experience. 
Use the Online Group Plan on the next pages as a starting point, modifying it for 
your group as needed. Consult the Adult Leader Guide commentary, Advanced 
Bible Study, or Herschel Hobbs commentary for additional insights on the 
passage. The Adult Leader Pack will also provide posters and handouts to 
supplement the group experience.

REMIND your group members to study and prepare via another email or text message 
closer to the day your group meets. 

• Include a quote from the Personal Study Guide, a question, or an insight you plan 
to discuss with the group when you meet online.

HELPFUL LINKS

• Bible Studies for Life main landing page: BibleStudiesforLife.com

• Digital version of Bible Studies for Life: curriculum.lifeway.com

• Bible Studies for Life EXTRA leader helps: BibleStudiesforLife.com/AdultExtra

• Bible Studies for Life Podcast:  BibleStudiesforLife.com/AdultExtra

• Free Coronavirus links and leader helps: lifeway.com/coronavirus

https://biblestudiesforlife.com/leader-extras-adults/
https://biblestudiesforlife.com/leader-extras-adults/
https://biblestudiesforlife.com/
https://curriculum.lifeway.com/#/
https://biblestudiesforlife.com/leader-extras-adults/
https://biblestudiesforlife.com/leader-extras-adults/
https://www.lifeway.com/coronavirus
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NOTESIN ADVANCE, to help group members prepare to answer Question #1, gather a 

few ordinary items from your house, such as a frying pan, coffee mug, dictionary, 

and stuffed animal. Include an unusual item that might not be found in most homes. 

GREET people as they join your online group and ask Question #1 on page 29 of 

the Personal Study Guide (PSG): “When have you bought something based on 

a friend’s recommendation?” Hold the items you secured in front of your camera 

and ask for a volunteer to select an item and try to “sell it” to the rest of the class. 

Tell this person to explain the item’s various benefits, and why no home should be 

without it. Encourage the volunteer to have fun with it. 

DIRECT group members to “The Bible Meets Life” on page 30 of the PSG. 

Introduce the importance of sharing our hope with others by inviting a volunteer 

to read the text. Then call attention to “The Point” on page 30 of the PSG: “Our 

hope in Christ points others to Him.”

PRAY: Transition into the study by asking God to help group members see the 

importance of their testimony. Thank Him ahead of time for bringing to mind 

people to share it with and for opening the doors to do so.

ASK a group member to read aloud 1 Peter 2:4-6 on page 31 of the PSG.  

Share your screen to display the Scripture text. Then return to the group screen.

EXPLAIN: The cornerstone was crucial to a building’s overall structure. It was 

the main foundation stone in ancient buildings and tied everything together as 

the place where walls would meet, or it served as the keystone in the center of 

an arch. In both cases, the cornerstone was the stabilizing stone in the structure. 

The body of Christ is not held together by preferences, creeds, politics, tradition, 

culture, a constitution and bylaws, or denominational ties; it’s held together by the 

chief cornerstone that is Jesus Christ. His church holds an unchanging message in 

changing times. 
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NOTESDISCUSS Question #2 on page 31 of the PSG: “How can we live unashamed in 

today’s culture?” 

ASK a group member to read aloud 1 Peter 2:7-10 on page 32 of the PSG.  

Share your screen to display the Scripture text. Then return to the group screen.

EXPLAIN: Peter gave some incredible descriptions of God’s people who have 

found refuge in Him: A Chosen Race. A Royal Priesthood. A Holy Nation. A People 

for His Possession. We have a personal relationship with Christ. We can know 

Him, and He knows us completely. 

DISCUSS Question #3 on page 33 of the PSG: “How do people stumble over 

Jesus today?”

TRANSITION: While others may reject Christ, we stand confidently because of 

who we are in Him. Our lives can lead others to glorify God.

ASK a group member to read aloud 1 Peter 2:11-15 on page 34 of the PSG.  

Share your screen to display the Scripture text. Then return to the group screen.

DISCUSS Question #4: “What do these verses teach us about how we follow 

Christ together?” or Question #5: “What are some ways we can express our 

hope to those who need to hear it?” on page 34 of the PSG.

EXPLAIN: Peter noted three ways we can exemplify Christ. We must abstain from 

sinful desires. We must also submit to authority. Finally, we must do good.

DO: Direct group members to Engage with “Proclaim His Praise” on page 35 

of the PSG to help them focus on proclaiming their hope in Christ (if time allows; 

otherwise ask group members to engage with this activity in the coming week).
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NOTES

NEXT STEPS

• Contact group members regularly to pray with them. Encourage them to 

devote some personal quiet time with God this week, and to study the  

group’s next Bible study session.

• Send digital copies of the next session to group members who do not have  

a print copy. If using the Personal Study Guide, encourage group members  

to read the passage and comments for the next session.

• Repeat the process outlined in the Preparation section of this document.

GUIDE: Direct group members to page 36 of the PSG. Encourage them to choose 

one of the following applications for the coming week:

• Be honorable. Start your day by asking the Lord to make you mindful of ways 

you can honor Him as you go through your day, no matter how simple or 

insignificant you may think the task is. Small steps of obedience lead to a long 

path of godliness.

• Be submissive. Is there a person or agency of authority that you’ve not 

lovingly submitted yourself to as unto the Lord? Confess this to the Lord and 

seek to make it right with that person as soon as possible

• Be outspoken. Someone in your circle of influence needs to know of your 

hope in Christ. Think of a tangible good that you can do for someone who 

may be ignorant or critical toward the gospel. Show the love of Christ to them 

with no strings attached!

PRAY: Invite the group to share prayer requests. Conclude by thanking God for 

the hope He has given us in Christ and for the opportunity to share that hope with 

others. Ask Him to lead us to good soil as we share with others.


