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WEEKLY MESSAGE

PRAY for your group members, and for God to grant you insight as you study and 
prepare your Bible study session. Do this throughout the week. 

SCHEDULE your group’s online Bible study using the online meeting tool you prefer. 
Invite group members and guests to participate using a meeting ID if required by your 
online meeting tool. Click here to view a Best Practices document for online groups.

SEND digital copies of the next session to group members who do not have a print 
copy. If using the Personal Study Guide, encourage group members to read the 
passage and comments for the next session.

CONNECT with your group via email or text messaging early in the week. 

Create your own message:

• Briefly tell the group the title of your next Bible study, why it is important, and what 
they will learn.

• Challenge group members to study before the group session if your group uses a 
Personal Study Guide.

• Remind group members when your group will meet online.

Or copy and paste this suggested wording into the email or text message to  
your group:

How do you decide what’s not worth arguing about? Who’s to blame for the 
spread of the Coronavirus? We don’t always see eye-to-eye. The question 
for each of us is: what do we do when we disagree—when the other person 
seems to miss our “right” way of seeing things? A lot of us spend an enormous 
amount of time persuading—trying to get others to subscribe to our point of 
view. But what if that approach doesn’t work? What happens when you talk until 
you’re blue in the face and the other person still stands his or her ground? Let’s 
consider a different approach to deal with our differences.

PREPARATION
Best Practices for Leading an Online Group

https://s3.amazonaws.com/LWbranding/bsfl2019/2020/04/Online_Bible_Study_Best_Practices.pdf


PREPARE to lead your group’s Bible study.

• Study the Bible passage.

• Listen to the Bible Studies for Life Adult Podcast. Search for Bible Studies 
for Life Adults at your preferred podcast app or access the podcast at 
BibleStudiesforLife.com/AdultExtra.

• Visit BibleStudiesforLife.com/AdultExtra for additional leader helps, including 
the podcast, news articles, additional questions, and a devotional blog for group 
members. 

• Create your teaching plan for guiding your group’s online Bible study experience. 
Use the Online Group Plan on the next pages as a starting point, modifying it for 
your group as needed. Consult the Adult Leader Guide commentary, Advanced 
Bible Study, or Herschel Hobbs commentary for additional insights on the 
passage. The Adult Leader Pack will also provide posters and handouts to 
supplement the group experience.

REMIND your group members to study and prepare via another email or text message 
closer to the day your group meets. 

• Include a quote from the Personal Study Guide, a question, or an insight you plan 
to discuss with the group when you meet online.

HELPFUL LINKS

• Bible Studies for Life main landing page: BibleStudiesforLife.com

• Digital version of Bible Studies for Life: curriculum.lifeway.com

• Bible Studies for Life EXTRA leader helps: BibleStudiesforLife.com/AdultExtra

• Bible Studies for Life Podcast:  BibleStudiesforLife.com/AdultExtra

• Free Coronavirus links and leader helps: lifeway.com/coronavirus

https://biblestudiesforlife.com/leader-extras-adults/
https://biblestudiesforlife.com/leader-extras-adults/
https://biblestudiesforlife.com/
https://curriculum.lifeway.com/#/
https://biblestudiesforlife.com/leader-extras-adults/
https://biblestudiesforlife.com/leader-extras-adults/
https://www.lifeway.com/coronavirus
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NOTESGREET people as they join your online group. Share your screen with the 

group and play a light-hearted video clip of people arguing or deciding what 

to argue about or learning how to argue (a video option can be found at 

BibleStudiesForLife.com/AdultExtra). Then ask Question #1 on page 123 of the 

Personal Study Guide (PSG): “How do you decide what’s not worth arguing 

about?” Return to the group screen and invite others to answer.

DIRECT group members to “The Bible Meets Life” on page 124 of the PSG. 

Introduce the importance of accepting one another by inviting a volunteer to read 

aloud the text. Call attention to “The Point” on page 124 of the PSG: “Don’t let 

differences of opinion damage your relationships.”

PRAY: Transition into the study by asking God to help group members learn when 

to take a firm stand and when to be more accepting of others’ views. Thank Him 

for His amazing patience with His children. 

ASK a group member to read aloud Romans 14:1-4 on page 123 of the PSG. 

Share your screen to display the Scripture text. Then return to the group screen.

EXPLAIN: Paul addressed the importance of peaceful relationships—not simply 

staying in the same church but staying closely knit together. Romans 14 indicates 

rival groups of individuals were popping up in the church because members were 

joining forces according to their personal persuasions and preferences. Believers 

became critical of one another for holding different views. This division was wrong 

and out of place, especially given the fact that they were arguing over petty 

things—foods and festivals. 

DISCUSS Question #2: “How should we behave when we disagree as Christ-

followers?” or Question #3: “What unintended damage can occur when we 

judge one another?” on page 124 of the PSG.
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NOTESASK a group member to read aloud Romans 14:13-15 on page 124 of the PSG. 

Share your screen to display the Scripture text. Then return to the group screen.

DO: Direct group members to Engage with “Accepting Differences” on page 125 

of the PSG to help them reflect on healthy ways we can disagree with one another 

(if time allows; otherwise ask group members to engage with this activity in the 

coming week).

EXPLAIN: Out of respect for others, mature Christians will restrict their freedom, 

removing anything from their lives that would cause others to feel wounded in 

their conscience. Our personal relationships should trump our personal freedoms. 

The strong should move toward the weak. 

DISCUSS Question #4 on page 124 of the PSG: “How do you balance 

exercising your freedom and avoiding stumbling blocks?” 

TRANSITION: Acceptance means we can accept a person whose opinions differ 

from ours. It also means we do nothing to cause the other person to stumble.  

And it means we do that which builds up the other person.

ASK a group member to read aloud Romans 14:16-19 on page 126 of the PSG. 

Share your screen to display the Scripture text. Then return to the group screen.

EXPLAIN: When someone disagrees with us or offends us, our natural reaction 

is to build a wall of defense or just keep our distance. In some situations these 

boundaries are needed, but the healthiest Christian response is to maintain the 

relationship. We are called to serve the people God has placed around us.

DISCUSS Question #5 on page 127 of the PSG: “How does serving Christ in 

this way change how we approach disagreements?” 

GUIDE: Refer back to “The Point” for this session: “Don’t let differences of 

opinion damage your relationships.”
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NOTESGUIDE: Direct group members to page 128 of the PSG. Encourage them to choose 

one of the following applications for the coming week:

• Extend grace. If someone has offended you because their actions go against 

your convictions, forgive. Do not hold these actions over their heads.

• Let go. You may feel perfectly free in Christ to participate in some activities, 

but others do not. Let go of your freedom to engage in the activity in order to 

respect and serve the other person.

• Agree to disagree. Meet with someone with whom you have a difference 

of opinion. It might help if you each communicated why you hold to a certain 

conviction; in the end, however, you may still choose to agree to disagree. 

Maintain love and respect for the other person in spite of the difference.

PRAY: Invite the group to share prayer requests. Conclude by thanking God for 

the Holy Spirit who makes our accepting others possible. Ask Him for the wisdom 

to accept differences of opinion while holding fast to the truth.

NEXT STEPS

• Contact group members regularly to pray with them. Encourage them to 

devote some personal quiet time with God this week, and to study the  

group’s next Bible study session.

• Send digital copies of the next session to group members who do not have  

a print copy. If using the Personal Study Guide, encourage group members  

to read the passage and comments for the next session.

• Repeat the process outlined in the Preparation section of this document.


