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WEEKLY MESSAGE

PRAY for your group members, and for God to grant you insight as you study and 
prepare your Bible study session. Do this throughout the week. 

SCHEDULE your group’s online Bible study using the online meeting tool you prefer. 
Invite group members and guests to participate using a meeting ID if required by your 
online meeting tool. Click here to view a Best Practices document for online groups.

SEND digital copies of the next session to group members who do not have a print 
copy. If using the Personal Study Guide, encourage group members to read the 
passage and comments for the next session.

CONNECT with your group via email or text messaging early in the week. 

Create your own message:

• Briefly tell the group the title of your next Bible study, why it is important, and what 
they will learn.

• Challenge group members to study before the group session if your group uses a 
Personal Study Guide.

• Remind group members when your group will meet online.

Or copy and paste this suggested wording into the email or text message to  
your group:

How do we forgive someone who has hurt us? How can you forgive the person 
who infected a loved one with the Coronavirus? Forgiveness is the stuff of 
healthy relationships: healthy marriages, healthy families, and healthy churches. 
Relationships grow when we let go of a hurt, a wound, or a critical remark. Join 
us this week as we discover the why behind the what of forgiveness.

PREPARATION
Best Practices for Leading an Online Group

https://s3.amazonaws.com/LWbranding/bsfl2019/2020/04/Online_Bible_Study_Best_Practices.pdf


PREPARE to lead your group’s Bible study.

• Study the Bible passage.

• Listen to the Bible Studies for Life Adult Podcast. Search for Bible Studies 
for Life Adults at your preferred podcast app or access the podcast at 
BibleStudiesforLife.com/AdultExtra.

• Visit BibleStudiesforLife.com/AdultExtra for additional leader helps, including 
the podcast, news articles, additional questions, and a devotional blog for group 
members. 

• Create your teaching plan for guiding your group’s online Bible study experience. 
Use the Online Group Plan on the next pages as a starting point, modifying it for 
your group as needed. Consult the Adult Leader Guide commentary, Advanced 
Bible Study, or Herschel Hobbs commentary for additional insights on the 
passage. The Adult Leader Pack will also provide posters and handouts to 
supplement the group experience.

REMIND your group members to study and prepare via another email or text message 
closer to the day your group meets. 

• Include a quote from the Personal Study Guide, a question, or an insight you plan 
to discuss with the group when you meet online.

HELPFUL LINKS

• Bible Studies for Life main landing page: BibleStudiesforLife.com

• Digital version of Bible Studies for Life: curriculum.lifeway.com

• Bible Studies for Life EXTRA leader helps: BibleStudiesforLife.com/AdultExtra

• Bible Studies for Life Podcast:  BibleStudiesforLife.com/AdultExtra

• Free Coronavirus links and leader helps: lifeway.com/coronavirus

https://biblestudiesforlife.com/leader-extras-adults/
https://biblestudiesforlife.com/leader-extras-adults/
https://biblestudiesforlife.com/
https://curriculum.lifeway.com/#/
https://biblestudiesforlife.com/leader-extras-adults/
https://biblestudiesforlife.com/leader-extras-adults/
https://www.lifeway.com/coronavirus
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NOTESGREET people as they join your online group and ask Question #1 on page 97 of 

the Personal Study Guide (PSG): “When was the last time it cost you a lot to fix 

something?” 

DIRECT group members to “The Bible Meets Life” on page 98 of the PSG. 

Introduce the importance of forgiving others by inviting a volunteer to read aloud 

the text. Call attention to “The Point” on page 98 of the PSG: “Forgiveness 

restores and strengthens relationships.”

SHARE your screen with the group and play a video of Matthew West’s song, 

“Forgiveness” (a video option for this song can be found at BibleStudiesForLife.

com/AdultExtra). Return to the group screen and ask for their response to the 

message of the song.

PRAY: Transition into the study by asking God to help group members identify 

those they need to forgive and seek forgiveness from. Thank God for the 

forgiveness He has given us through Jesus.

ASK a group member to read aloud Matthew 18:21-22 on page 99 of the PSG. 

Share your screen to display the Scripture text. Then return to the group screen.

EXPLAIN: We’re going to look at a parable where Jesus spoke about forgiveness, 

but He told the parable in response to a curious question Peter asked. Since Peter 

was a leader among the twelve apostles, he often spoke for the group. All the 

disciples may have been wondering about this question, but we know Peter was 

the one who asked if there was a quota on grace. How many times are we called 

to let the same person slide off the hook? 

DISCUSS Question #2 on page 99 of the PSG: “What can happen when we 

forgive someone?” 
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NOTESASK a group member to read aloud Matthew 18:23-27 on page 100 of the PSG. 

Share your screen to display the Scripture text. Then return to the group screen.

DO: Direct group members to Engage with “Forgiving Others” on page 101 of the 

PSG to help them apply the principles of forgiveness from this session (if time allows; 

otherwise ask group members to engage with this activity in the coming week).

DISCUSS Question #3 on page 102 of the PSG: “What are some obstacles that 

hinder us from forgiving others?” 

EXPLAIN: In an astonishing act of grace and mercy, the king relieved the man of 

his responsibility and pardoned the debt. All of it. Similarly, our debt of rebellion 

and offense against God is so huge it is an impossible feat for us to pay off the 

debt. But Jesus paid the debt in full for us, and God has forgiven the debt. We 

do not deserve forgiveness, but God in His grace and mercy has extended 

forgiveness to us through Jesus. We are free! 

TRANSITION: We should forgive and keep forgiving because God forgave us.

ASK a group member to read aloud Matthew 18:28,32-33 on page 102 of the PSG. 

Share your screen to display the Scripture text. Then return to the group screen.

DISCUSS Question #4: “How do the king’s actions in this parable mirror 

God’s actions toward us?” or Question #5: “How have you seen forgiveness 

deepen or restore a relationship?” on page 103 of the PSG.

EXPLAIN: Forgiveness is not always easy, but it is always right. Only a heartless, 

cruel person would make a friend pay a petty bill in the wake of his own 

extravagant pardon. As children of a compassionate Father, we must find it in our 

hearts to forgive. We need to be forgiven … and we need to become forgivers. 

GUIDE: Refer back to “The Point” for this session: “Forgiveness restores and 

strengthens relationships.”
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NOTESGUIDE: Direct group members to page 104 of the PSG. Encourage them to 

choose one of the following applications for the coming week:

• Evaluate. Consider your current relationships and spend time identifying 

areas of unforgiveness in your heart.

• Take a small step. Make an effort to extend forgiveness in a relationship 

where you’ve been wronged or slighted. Take the first step even if you’ve 

done nothing wrong.

• Take a large step. Identify a relationship in which you need to be forgiven—

one where you’ve contributed to bad feelings, or even where you’re 

completely in the wrong. With humility, make an effort to bridge the gap.

PRAY: Invite the group to share prayer requests. Conclude by asking God for 

the grace to forgive even in very difficult circumstances. Thank Him for the 

forgiveness He has given us in Christ.

NEXT STEPS

• Contact group members regularly to pray with them. Encourage them to 

devote some personal quiet time with God this week, and to study the  

group’s next Bible study session.

• Send digital copies of the next session to group members who do not have  

a print copy. If using the Personal Study Guide, encourage group members  

to read the passage and comments for the next session.

• Repeat the process outlined in the Preparation section of this document.


