
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study Why Do I Need 

the Church? these sermon outlines will follow the same theme as the small group study, 

so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit. 

The Point:  We strengthen one another to live as God desires.    

Introduction:  In the summer of 1998, the country was following the career of a young 

baseball player named Mark McGwire, who played for the St. Louis Cardinals.  He was 

in a race with Sammy Sosa of the Chicago Cubs to break the record for most homeruns 

in a season.  Both men ended up breaking the record, but McGwire broke it first.  He hit 

70 homeruns that year, and Sosa hit 66 (Barry Bonds later broke both records).  I’ve been 

a Cardinals fan ever since I was a young teen, and I was a pastor in Missouri at the time, 

so I was as caught up in the excitement as anyone.  Yet I couldn’t help noticing a bit of 

irony.  The Cardinals had one of the best hitters in the history of baseball that year, but 

they still had a mediocre season!  I thought about the Cardinals of 1982.  That team didn’t 

have any power hitters of McGwire’s caliber, yet they won the Word Series.  How did they 

do it?  It all comes down to one simple word: teamwork. 

Teamwork is important in the body of Christ.  The apostle Paul was probably the greatest 

man of God who ever lived, apart from the Lord Jesus, yet even he didn’t do it all alone.  

He was in prison when he wrote these words to the church at Colossae, so he depended 

on members of the church to carry on the work of the Gospel.  When I preached through 

Colossians, I was tempted to skip over the last section where Paul sent greetings to 

individual members, but I decided that would be remiss.  These verses remind us that, 

like the people in the Colossian church, we each play a part in advancing the Gospel.   

I. Some words of information. 
 
A. He was sending Tychicus to report to them. 

1. Who was Tychicus? 
a. He was a “faithful minister”.  The word in the original language is 

the Greek word diakonos, from which we get the word “deacon”.   
b. He was a “fellowservant”.  Paul used the word doulos, which means 

“slave”.  He probably meant Tychicus was a bond-servant of Christ, 
just as Paul was. 

c. He had traveled with Paul on his last visit to Jerusalem (Acts 20:4). 
2. He would give them an update on Paul, and vice-versa. 

a. He would let everyone know how Paul was doing while he was 
under house arrest in Rome. 

b. He would give the people encouragement. 
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• My wife and I used to watch a show on public television hosted 
by a fellow named “Red Green”.  It was out of Canada, and it 
was a parody of home improvement shows.  In one segment, he 
would give some advice to men who were watching, and he 
would conclude with these words: “Remember, I’m pulling for 
you.  We’ll all in this together!”  That’s why we receive reports 
from missionaries overseas and throughout the U.S.  It reminds 
us that we’re all in this together.   

B. Tychicus would be accompanied by Onesimus. 
1. He was likely the same one mentioned in the letter to Philemon. 

a. He was a slave who had run away from Philemon. 
b. He met Paul in Rome, and Paul led him to Christ. 
c. Paul sent him back to Colossae, and he urged Philemon to receive 

him as a brother in Christ. 
d. One of the early church fathers mentioned a man named Onesimus 

who served as a pastor in Ephesus.  Whether it was the same one 
is a subject of debate, but the parallels are remarkable.   

2. The lesson: God uses people in spite of past failures.  
a. Paul was once a persecutor of the church. 
b. Changed lives are a testimony to the power of God.   

 
II. Some words of salutation. 

 
A. Paul sent greetings to and from different people. 

1. Aristarchus. 
a. He was from Thessalonica, and he traveled with Paul from 

Caesarea to Rome (Acts 27:2). 
b. Evidently he had chosen to remain in Rome with Paul.  

2. Marcus. 
a. He was the nephew (other translations say “cousin”) of Barnabas.   
b. He had traveled with Paul and Barnabas on their first missionary 

journey, but he abandoned them.  This later caused a rift between 
Barnabas and Paul. 

c. By this time, Mark had obviously regained Paul’s respect. 
d. Mark wrote the gospel of Mark. 

3. Jesus Justus – He is not mentioned in any of Paul’s other epistles, but 
Paul clearly thought highly of him. 

4. Epaphras sent them greetings. 
a. He was from Colossae, and he was apparently the one who started 

the church there (1:6-7). 
b. He had also ministered in Laodicea and Hierapolis. 
c. At the time, he was with Paul in Rome. 

5. Luke. 
a. He was a physician, and Paul may have needed a doctor on hand 

because of his “thorn in the flesh” (2 Cor. 12:7-10). 
b. Demas later abandoned Paul, but Luke stayed with him until the 

very end (2 Timothy 4:10-11). 
c. Luke wrote the gospel of Luke and Acts. 
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B. What does this have to do with us today? 
1. God uses people from all different backgrounds. 

a. Aristarchus and Epaphras were just common laymen. 
b. Luke was not a preacher or a theologian, but God used him to write 

the third Gospel. 
c. Mark had failed Paul miserably, but he later had a fruitful ministry, 

and God used him to write the second Gospel.   
2. God gave you your abilities, and no matter what they are, He can use 

them to advance the Gospel.   

• When I lived in Missouri, I became friends with Dr. John Marshall, 
who was senior pastor of Second Baptist Church in Springfield 
for many years.  I remember listening to a recorded message he 
delivered at the SBC Pastors’ Conference.  He spoke of a recent 
trip he had taken to Tanzania, and he took two of his church 
members with him: a gynecologist and a pediatrician.  That made 
me smile, because the pediatrician was my brother!  My brother 
is not a preacher, but God still uses him in His service.   

 
III. Some words of education. 

 
A. Paul instructed that his letter be read to the church at Laodicea. 

1. Why did Paul want his letter read to them? 
a. Laodicea was not far from Colossae, so Paul wanted them to hear 

what he had to say. 
b. He also wanted the Laodiceans to share the letter he had written to 

them (this may have been the letter we know as Ephesians, since 
many scholars believe it was originally a circular letter). 

2. Paul and the other apostles are no longer living, but we do have their 
words preserved in the New Testament. 
a. It is God’s instruction book for us. 
b. Many things have changed since the first century, but people still 

have the same problems and struggles.   
B. He left some special instructions for Archippus. 

1. Who was Archippus? 
a. Paul mentioned him in his letter to Philemon, and he called him his 

“fellow soldier” (Philemon 2). 
b. Since the name “Archippus” means “master of the horse”, he may 

have been an actual Roman soldier. 

• My Dad was a career serviceman.  I often tell people his service 
was twofold: he was a soldier for his country and for Christ. 

2. Paul commanded him to “fulfill” his ministry. 
a. There are many forms of ministry other than preaching. 
b. People have different gifts and different abilities, but they all make 

unique contributions to the body of Christ. 
 

 
Conclusion:  When I was in seminary, I worked at Federal Express for a short time.  It’s 
a very organized operation, and they expect workers to move packages through quickly.  
I remember one night I was trying to lift a very heavy package.  My team leader rushed 
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over to help me, and we lifted it on to the conveyor belt.  Then he looked at me and said, 
“Anytime you have a package that heavy, get someone to help you.  Remember, the key 
to this operation is teamwork.”  The same holds true in the body of Christ.  You may not 
have the same talents and abilities that other people have, but you do have abilities that 
He expects you to use in His service.  When only a few people are doing the work, the 
church can only have a limited impact.  When everyone gets involved, though, great 
things can happen.  The key to the operation is teamwork! 
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