
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study Why Do I Need 

the Church? these sermon outlines will follow the same theme as the small group study, 

so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit. 

The Point:  We need the encouragement of others – and they need ours.  

Introduction:  It’s been said that a little encouragement goes a long way.  That’s true in 

many areas of life, but it’s especially true in the church.  Life can be very discouraging.  

As I write this, our state is under a shutdown order because of the Coronavirus.  I realize 

there are some serious public health issues to be considered, but it’s still disheartening 

knowing that our church family won’t be able to meet for several more weeks.  It’s during 

times like this when we truly need to encourage one another.  The apostle Paul was a 

great encourager.  He encouraged churches to whom he wrote (even when he had to 

rebuke them for wrongdoing), and he also drew much encouragement from them.  In the 

opening verses of 1 Thessalonians, we see three forms of encouragement.   

 
I. The encouragement of praise. 

 
A. Some background information. 

1. Paul visited Thessalonica on his second missionary journey.  Silas and 
Timothy were with him (Acts 17:1-10).   
a. Timothy was with Paul during his imprisonment in Rome, and later 

became a pastor in Ephesus (1 Timothy 1:3). 
b. Silas later worked with Peter (1 Peter 5:12). 

2. When some unbelieving Jews stirred up trouble in the city, Paul and 
Silas made a hasty departure. 
a. How long Paul was in Thessalonica is a matter of debate, but he 

was there long enough to form some friendships. 
b. He wrote this letter to encourage them in their spiritual growth.   

B. An expression of thanksgiving. 
1. “We are bound” – Paul felt an obligation to give thanks for this church. 

a. Their faith had grown stronger. 
b. Their love for one another had grown.   

2. Paul bragged about the Thessalonians to other churches. 
a. “Patience” can also be translated “perseverance”. 
b. They had continued to stand strong in the middle of persecution 

and affliction.  

• Few things are more encouraging than hearing someone else 
express confidence in you, especially if it is someone you highly 

Sermon Series:  Why Do I Need the Church?   

To be used with:  Session 4: We Encourage One Another 

Sermon Title Possibilities:   

Scripture:  2 Thessalonians 1:1-12 



©LifeWay Christian Resources www.biblestudiesforlife.com  

  

respect.  The church at Thessalonica had great respect for Paul, 
so it meant a lot to know that he had confidence in them. 

 
II. The encouragement of promise. 

 
A. Those who persecuted them would receive what was coming to them. 

1. God has promised to repay those who do wrong (Romans 12:19). 
a. Retribution may not be swift, but it will be certain. 
b. He will not only punish the wicked, but He will also give “rest” to 

those who are being persecuted.   
2. The final judgment will come when Christ returns. 

a. His angels will be with Him. 
b. “In flaming fire” – In the Old Testament, fire was often associated 

with judgment, especially with the coming “Day of the Lord”. 

• When Old Testament prophets spoke of “the Day of the Lord”, 
they were referring to the day when God reveals Himself as the 
one true God.  As Christians, we associate this with the return of 
Christ, because then everyone will know that our God reigns. 

B. What will be the nature of this final judgment? 
1. The recipients. 

a. Those who do not know God (Romans 1:20). 
b. Those who do not obey the gospel of Jesus Christ (John 14:6). 
c.  “Everlasting destruction” – The word “destruction” does not mean 

that they will cease to exist, but that they will be ruined. 
d. The same words that describe the eternity of heaven are also used 

to describe the duration of God’s judgment.    
2. The purpose. 

a. Many things will happen when Christ returns, but its ultimate 
purpose is to reveal the glory of Jesus. 

b. Those who believe on Him will “marvel”, or “be amazed”. 
3. Why should we be encouraged by this promise? 

a. It reminds us that our Lord will prevail in the end. 
b. It reminds us that our work is not in vain (1 Cor. 15:58). 

 
III. The encouragement of prayer.  

 
A. He prayed that God would count them worthy. 

1. In one sense, we will never be worthy. 
a. We are sinners by nature (Romans 3:10, 23). 
b. We are saved by God’s grace (Ephesians 2:8-9). 

2. What does it mean to be “worthy of our calling”? 
a. God has adopted us into His family, so we should act like we really 

are His children. 
b. When we endure difficulty, we show that our faith is genuine (v. 5). 

• Hopefully, by the time you read this, the Coronavirus pandemic 
will be a thing of the past.  This is a trying time for the church, 
but it’s also a tremendous opportunity to demonstrate that our 
faith is real.  When others despair of the future, we can rest 
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assured that God is in control.  When others fear death, we can 
point them to the One who conquered death. 

B. He prayed that Jesus would be glorified in them. 
1. How is Jesus glorified in us? 

a. When we obey Him. 
b. When we remain faithful even in difficult times. 
c. When we tell others about Him. 

2. It all happens “according to the grace of our God”.  
a. Our only righteousness comes from Him. 
b. We are changed by the power of His Spirit.  

• It’s always uplifting to know others are praying for you.  Do you 
pray for your pastor and other church leaders?  Do you pray for 
your brothers and sisters in Christ who are struggling?  Do you 
tell them you’re praying for them?   

 

 

Conclusion:  Years ago, there was a popular book called Out of the Blue.  It was the 
autobiography of major league pitcher Orel Hershiser.  In the opening chapter, he told of 
his early struggles playing for the Los Angeles Dodgers.  One day, he was summoned to 
the office of his manager, Tommy Lasorda.  Lasorda really chewed him out because he 
was giving up so many runs.  He said, “You’re giving these hitters too much credit!  You 
don’t believe in yourself!  You’ve got good stuff!”  That last statement caught Hershiser’s 
attention.  In the midst of his rant, Lasorda had paid him a compliment!  It suddenly 
dawned on him that his manager had confidence on him.  From then on, Hershiser began 
to have confidence in himself, and it changed his whole approach to pitching.  He went 
on to break a major league record for most consecutive innings without a run. 
 
When you give others encouragement, there’s no guarantee that they’ll become a major 
sports star.  Nevertheless, your positive words will make a positive impact on their lives, 
and you never know how God may use them.  With all the negativity in today’s world, 
people desperately need encouragement.  Be an encourager! 
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