
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study Why Do I Need 

the Church? these sermon outlines will follow the same theme as the small group study, 

so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit. 

 

The Point:  God gives the church spiritual gifts to accomplish His work.  

 

Introduction:  Years ago, John MacArthur published a book called The Charismatics (it 

was later republished under the title Charismatic Chaos).  It examined the charismatic 

movement that was so popular in the 1970’s and early 80’s, and it aroused quite a bit of 

controversy among evangelicals.  In more recent years, he wrote another book on this 

same theme called Strange Fire.  He made a lot of valid points.  It is a mistake to exalt 

“signs and wonders” at the expense of sound biblical teaching.  We must base our 

theology on the written Word of God, rather than on subjective “revelations” and “words 

of knowledge”.  I also agree that many charismatics have a distorted understanding of 

what it means to be filled with the Holy Spirit. 

At the same time, we must be careful not to go to the opposite extreme.  Simply put, we 

would not be true to Scripture if we ignored the subject of spiritual gifts.  I must confess 

that teaching on this subject is a lot like walking a tightrope: you have to maintain a very 

delicate balance!  On the one hand, it is presumptuous for us to say what the Holy Spirit 

can and cannot do.  On the other hand, we must avoid the excesses that we’ve seen in 

some charismatic circles.  Our understanding of spiritual gifts must be based on Scripture 

– no more and no less.  The abuse of spiritual gifts is nothing new.  The church at Corinth 

had this same problem.  How did the apostle Paul deal with it? 

 

I. The danger of spiritual gifts. 
 
A. What are spiritual gifts? 

1. Paul used the Greek word charismata (from which we get the word 
“charismatic).  It comes from the same root as the word for “grace”. 
a. When you accept Jesus as your Lord and Savior, God’s Holy Spirit 

comes to live in you, and He gives you a spiritual gift. 
b. It is given by God’s grace, meaning you do not earn it or deserve it.   

2. Spiritual gifts are not the same as natural talents. 
a. You are born with talents, such as musical or artistic abilities. 
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b. You receive a spiritual gift when you come to know Jesus. 
B. Why are spiritual gifts dangerous? 

1. They can be counterfeited. 
a. Ecstatic utterances were common in pagan religions. 
b. The devil can fabricate miracles (Revelation 13:11-15). 

2. How do we distinguish between the true and the false? 
a. Anyone who speaks ill of Jesus is not speaking by the Holy Spirit. 
b. Likewise, no one can truly be devoted to Jesus apart from the 

power of the Holy Spirit. 

• I said this on a previous sermon outline, but it bears repeating.  
Adrian Rogers noted that spiritual gifts don’t prove you’re 
spiritual.  After all, Paul condemned the Corinthian church for 
their carnality, even though they had abundant spiritual gifts.  
He also said spiritual gifts don’t even prove you’re saved, 
because they can be imitated. 

 
II. The diversity of spiritual gifts. 

 
A. “Word of wisdom” – Some people are blessed with special insight on how 

the Word of God relates to everyday life. 
B. “Word of knowledge” – This seems to be a kind of spiritual perception, 

similar to intuition. 
C. “Faith” – All Christians are commanded to have faith, but this is a special 

kind of faith that trusts God to do great things. 
D. “Healing” – The supernatural ability to heal sickness and infirmity. 

1. Some people teach that physical healing is part of the atonement, so 
therefore it is always God’s will to heal.  Unfortunately, such teaching is 
simply not scriptural. 

2. Any healing you experience in this life will be temporary (Jesus healed 
many people, but they’re all dead now).   

E. “Working of miracles” 
1. Miracles are not the same as providence.  
2. We don’t see miracles in America very often.  Could it be the result of 

widespread unbelief?  (Matthew 13:58). 
F. “Discerning of spirits” – The ability to distinguish between true spiritual 

teaching and falsehood. 
G. “Divers kinds of tongues” – In the book of Acts, speaking in tongues 

meant the supernatural ability to speak other languages. In 1 Corinthians 
14:2, 6-13, the problem of speaking in tongues was the issue that others 
couldn’t understand, which required the gift of interpretation. This was 
different from the experience in Acts (Acts 2:5-11; 10:44-48).  
1. The languages are not supernatural, but the ability to speak them is. 
2. In chapter 14, Paul emphasized that tongues should be used to build 

up the church.  The modern movement often does the opposite. 
H. “The interpretation of tongues” – The supernatural ability to interpret 

tongues and/or other languages.  
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III. The distribution of spiritual gifts 
 
A. The Holy Spirit distributes them “as he will”. 

1. The word translated “will” is the Greek word boulomai.  It carries the 
idea of wish or desire. 
a. Every believer has at least one spiritual gift (I personally believe 

some Christians have more than one). 
b. Not all people have the same gift, and that’s a good thing! 

2. Every spiritual gift is important. 
a. Those who work behind the scenes in a church do not often get 

much credit, but they are indispensable. 
b. Instead of coveting other people’s spiritual gifts, make the most of 

the gifts he has given you. 

• W.A. Criswell used to give this advice to young preachers, “You 
are the worst W.A. Criswell God ever made, but you are the best 
you God ever made.”  In other words, he encouraged preachers 
to be themselves.  The same holds true for all followers of Jesus.  
Be yourself and use the gifts God has given you, because you 
are the best you that God ever made! 

B. Spiritual gifts must be used responsibly. 
1. They should build up the church, not tear it down. 
2. They should be used to encourage others, not to demean them. 
3. They should be used for God’s glory, not your own. 
4. Those who misuse them will answer to God.   

 
Conclusion:  When I was in seminary, Adrian Rogers was a regular speaker at our 
annual Founders’ Days (perhaps that’s why I borrow so many of his illustrations).  In my 
first year there, he used an illustration that I thought was particularly clever.  He said 
suppose you were driving a nail with a hammer – maybe hanging a picture for your wife 
– and you hit your thumb instead?  How did you react?  First, you grabbed your thumb 
with your other hand and squeezed it.  Then you stuck it in your mouth, and at the same 
time, you did a little dance!  His point was your body is a unit.  When your thumb gets 
hurt, the pain affects the rest of your body. 
 
Likewise, the church is a body.  It’s made up of many different parts, but it works together 
as a unit.  Your conduct in the church affects other people, so be careful how you use 
your spiritual gifts.  Use them to build up others for the glory of God.   
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