
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study Why Do I Need 

the Church? these sermon outlines will follow the same theme as the small group study, 

so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit. 

The Point:  When we come to Christ, we also become part of the body of Christ.  

Introduction:  My first pastorate was Boekerton Baptist Church in Portageville, Missouri.  

It was a little country church out in the middle of nowhere.  It used to have a sizeable 

community of tenant farmers and sharecroppers, but as farming become more high-tech, 

the community died out.  Still, they were a sweet bunch of people, and I served there for 

eleven years.  I remember the day I interviewed with the pulpit committee.  The chairman 

of the committee showed me around the church, and he told me about some of the issues 

they had dealt with through the years.  He said, “Our church has some problems, but 

we’re not infested with them.”  He was right.  During the years I served there, I sometimes 

became discouraged or felt sorry for myself.  Then I would hear what some other pastors 

were dealing with, and it made me realize how good I had it!  

The church at Corinth was infested with problems.  The people were divided against each 

other, and they were even taking each other to court.  There was gross immorality in the 

church, and it was rife with false teachings about spiritual gifts and the final resurrection 

of the dead.  Yet when Paul began his first letter to them, he did not immediately attack 

those problem.  Rather, he talked about the church’s positive points.  The church itself is 

a great institution, established by Christ Himself.  Followers of Christ should love the 

church as our Lord loves it.  What are some things that are right with the church? 

 
I. The church is a great family. 

 
A. Some general characteristics of the church: 

1. It is primarily a local body. 
a. The Greek word for “church”, ekklesia, appears 115 times in the New 

Testament.  At least 92 times it refers to a local assembly. 
b. Nine of Paul’s thirteen epistles were written to local churches, and 

three more were written to pastors of local churches.   
c. There can be no “universal” church without local churches. 

2. It is “sanctified”.  The word in the original language is hagiozo, which 
means “to consecrate”, or “to purify internally”.   
a. It is in the perfect tense, which indicates a completed action with 

lasting results. 
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b. We were sanctified when we trusted in Jesus, and God continues to 
sanctify us as we grow in our faith.   

B. The church is your spiritual family. 
1. God is our Father. 

a. The local church is your immediate family. 
b. Believers in other churches are your extended family. 

2. Like other families, the church is not perfect. 
a. It is made up of imperfect people. 
b. We will not be perfect until we get to heaven. 

• I come from a large family.  When all of us were living at home, 
we often got on each other’s nerves, and we had our fair share of 
family squabbles.  Nevertheless, we loved each other anyway.  
We still have our share of disagreements, but I can count on any 
of them to have my back in a crisis, and they can count on me to 
do the same for them.  That’s how it should be in the local church.   

 
II. The church has a great fortune. 

 
A. Paul said the church was “in every thing … enriched.”  

1. He was likely speaking of spiritual wealth, rather than material wealth. 
a. Some churches are blessed with material wealth, but many are not. 
b. Even churches that struggle financially have abundant spiritual 

resources in Christ.   
2. They had blessed “in all utterance, and in all knowledge”.    

a. The New Testament had not yet been written, so the Holy Spirit was 
still working in a unique way. 

b. We do have the New Testament, so all “words from the Lord” should 
be examined in light of Scripture (1 John 4:1).    

B. The church had abundant spiritual gifts. 
1. Every follower of Jesus has at least one spiritual gift (I personally believe 

some people have more than one). 

• I once heard Adrian Rogers make some comments about spiritual 
gifts that I’ve never forgotten.  First, spiritual gifts do not make 
you spiritual.  The church at Corinth had abundant spiritual gifts, 
but Paul rebuked them for their carnality.  Second, spiritual gifts 
do not even prove you’re saved, because they can be imitated.   

2. What is the purpose of spiritual gifts? 
a. To build up others in the church. 
b. To bring glory to God. 

 
III. The church has a great future. 

 
A. We are “waiting for the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ”. 

1. We do not know when Jesus is coming again, and we should not try to 
figure it out. 

• When I was in college, there was a popular booklet making the 
rounds called 88 Reasons Why the Rapture Will Be in 1988.  Just 
a few years ago, I encountered a gentleman who believed Christ 
would return in 2017, since it was the 500th anniversary of the 
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Protestant Reformation.  When people ask me about my views 
on biblical prophecy, I often refer them to a book by B.J. Oropeza 
called 99 Reasons Why No One Knows When Christ Will Return.   

2. We should have a sense of expectancy about His return. 
a. We should continue to work and provide for our families, as our Lord 

has commanded us (2 Thessalonians 3:10; 1 Timothy 5:8). 
b. In the meantime, we should set a good example for coworkers, and 

bear witness for our Lord.  
B. We can rest assured that our Lord will have the final victory. 

1. We will be “blameless”. 
a. Our Lord’s message will be vindicated. 
b. We will be delivered from the presence of sin. 

• People say the church is full of hypocrites.  Maybe so, but God 
will weed them out in the end.  However, even sincere believers 
still struggle with sin.  One day that struggle will be over, because 
we will have new bodies and sin will be a thing of the past.   

2. We can believe these promises because our God is faithful.   
a. He kept His promise to send the Messiah the first time, so He will 

keep His promise to send Him again. 
b. Christians may endure hardship and persecution in this world, but 

our God will prevail in the end. 
 
Conclusion:  When I was in college, I encountered a number of Christians who refused 
to be connected with a local church.  They were sincere followers of Christ, but they 
insisted they did not belong to any one church.  They only belonged to “the Church”.  My 
pastor noted a certain absurdity in that kind of logic.  Suppose you encounter a man in 
uniform, and he tells you he’s in the military.  You ask him, “What branch of service?”  He 
replies, “I don’t belong to one particular branch.  I’m just in the military.”  You ask, “Where 
are you stationed?”  He replies, “I’m not stationed at any one place.  I just float around 
from place to place.”  You ask, “What is your unit?”  He replied, “I don’t belong to any one 
unit.  I’m just in the military.”  Now be honest: would you believe such nonsense? 
 
Likewise, it’s foolish to say you belong to “the church”, but not a local church.  After all, 
the church is Christ’s army!  My Dad was a career soldier, and he was always assigned 
to a particular unit in a particular place.  After he retired from active duty, he taught JROTC 
for 19 years, and he was always assigned to a specific school.  There can be no universal 
church without the local church.  Christ died for the church, and He wants you love it as 
He loves it.  Get involved in a local church and serve it faithfully for the glory of God. 
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