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PRAY for your group members, and for God to grant you insight as you study and 
prepare your Bible study session. Do this throughout the week. 

SCHEDULE your group’s online Bible study using the online meeting tool you prefer. 
Invite group members and guests to participate using a meeting ID if required by your 
online meeting tool. Click here to view a Best Practices document for online groups.

SEND digital copies of the next session to group members who do not have a print 
copy. If using the Personal Study Guide, encourage group members to read the 
passage and comments for the next session.

CONNECT with your group via email or text messaging early in the week. 

Create your own message:

• Briefly tell the group the title of your next Bible study, why it is important, and what 
they will learn.

• Challenge group members to study before the group session if your group uses a 
Personal Study Guide.

• Remind group members when your group will meet online.

Or copy and paste this suggested wording into the email or text message to  
your group:

How have you seen someone sacrifice for another in these weeks dealing with 
the COVID-19 outbreak? Likely, you’ve seen one example after another. In times 
of crises, we do what’s needed for those we love. Jesus is our perfect example 
of this kind of sacrificial love. When we seek to love others the way Jesus does, 
our relationships are transformed. Join our discussion this week as we study 
John 15:9-14!

PREPARATION
Best Practices for Leading an Online Group

https://s3.amazonaws.com/LWbranding/bsfl2019/2020/04/Online_Bible_Study_Best_Practices.pdf


PREPARE to lead your group’s Bible study.

• Study the Bible passage.

• Listen to the Bible Studies for Life Adult Podcast. Search for Bible Studies 
for Life Adults at your preferred podcast app or access the podcast at 
BibleStudiesforLife.com/AdultExtra.

• Visit BibleStudiesforLife.com/AdultExtra for additional leader helps, including 
the podcast, news articles, additional questions, and a devotional blog for group 
members. 

• Create your teaching plan for guiding your group’s online Bible study experience. 
Use the Online Group Plan on the next pages as a starting point, modifying it for 
your group as needed. Consult the Adult Leader Guide commentary, Advanced 
Bible Study, or Herschel Hobbs commentary for additional insights on the 
passage. The Adult Leader Pack will also provide posters and handouts to 
supplement the group experience.

REMIND your group members to study and prepare via another email or text message 
closer to the day your group meets. 

• Include a quote from the Personal Study Guide, a question, or an insight you plan 
to discuss with the group when you meet online.

HELPFUL LINKS

• Bible Studies for Life main landing page: BibleStudiesforLife.com

• Digital version of Bible Studies for Life: curriculum.lifeway.com

• Bible Studies for Life EXTRA leader helps: BibleStudiesforLife.com/AdultExtra

• Bible Studies for Life Podcast:  BibleStudiesforLife.com/AdultExtra

• Free Coronavirus links and leader helps: lifeway.com/coronavirus

https://biblestudiesforlife.com/leader-extras-adults/
https://biblestudiesforlife.com/leader-extras-adults/
https://biblestudiesforlife.com/
https://curriculum.lifeway.com/#/
https://biblestudiesforlife.com/leader-extras-adults/
https://biblestudiesforlife.com/leader-extras-adults/
https://www.lifeway.com/coronavirus
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NOTESGREET people as they join your online group and ask Question #1 on page 81 of 

the PSG: “What foods do you like best straight out of the oven?” 

SHARE your screen with the group and display Pack Item 8, the “Dealing with 

Messy Relationships” poster, to introduce the major theme of this study, along 

with the focus of each session. 

DIRECT group members to “The Bible Meets Life” on page 82 of the PSG. 

Introduce the importance of love by inviting a volunteer to read the text. Then 

call attention to “The Point” on page 82 of the PSG: “Let love permeate every 

relationship.”

PRAY: Transition into the study by asking God to help group members understand 

the importance of love for healthy relationships. Ask God for an outpouring of His 

Holy Spirit so that group members will love as Jesus did and does. 

ASK a group member to read aloud John 15:9-10 on page 83 of the PSG. Share 

your screen with the group to display the Scripture text while it is read. Then return 

to the group screen.

DISCUSS Question #2 on page 83 of the PSG: “What do we tend to expect 

from the people who love us?” 

EXPLAIN: Jesus urged His followers to keep their lives fresh by staying close, by 

making themselves at home in His love. His followers certainly might achieve the 

intimacy Jesus described through regular prayer and study of the Scriptures, but 

this soul-deep intimacy with God comes through more than just a consistent, quiet 

time alone with Him. Faithful obedience to God’s Spirit and His Word is the key. 

ONLINE GROUP PLAN
Spring 2020

Dealing with Messy Rela-
tionships

Session 1: Love



Bible Studies for Life  //  Spring 2020  //  Dealing with Messy Relationships  //  Session 1: Love

2© 2020 LifeWay Christian Resources

NOTESASK a group member to read aloud John 15:11-12 on page 84 of the PSG. Share 

your screen with the group to display the Scripture text while it is read. Then return 

to the group screen.

DISCUSS Question #3 on page 85 of the PSG: “How does our relationship with 

God impact our relationships with others?” 

EXPLAIN: Jesus didn’t leave the command to love nebulous or vague. He 

directed us to love people in the specific way He loved. How did Jesus show 

His love? He gave. He forgave. He pardoned. He was gracious, kind, merciful, 

sacrificial, and intentional. When you love people as Jesus does, you begin to 

break down their defenses. Even the crusty shell of cynicism can begin to crack, 

and they open up their messy lives to you. The spark of relational fire is found in 

these unforeseen moments of love. 

ASK a group member to read aloud John 15:13-14 on page 85 of the PSG. Share 

your screen with the group to display the Scripture text while it is read. Then return 

to the group screen.

DISCUSS Question #4 on page 86 of the PSG: “How have you experienced the 

joy of loving others as Christ loves you?” or Question #5 on page 86 of the 

PSG: “What are some practical ways our group can demonstrate sacrificial 

love to others?”

EXPLAIN: Jesus set the price high, defining love by supreme sacrifice. The best 

way to build a relationship is not by offering clearance cards that cost less than 

loose change. Rather, the way to build a relationship is often through pain and 

suffering. How much pain are you willing to endure for another person? This is the 

yardstick that often measures your love for them.

DO: Direct group members to Engage with “Demonstrating Love” on page 87 

of the PSG to help them reflect on the importance of loving others (if time allows; 

otherwise ask group members to engage with this activity in the coming week).
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NOTESGUIDE: Direct group members to page 88 of the PSG. Encourage them to choose 

one of the following applications for the coming week: 

• Give a small gift. Send an unexpected gift to someone who needs it. Attach 

this simple note: “Thank you for playing an important role in my life.”

• Reach out. Think of a relationship that has become stale, or even hostile. 

Make a phone call to see if you can revive or refresh that connection.

• Make a major sacrifice. Think of something that hinders your closest 

relationships—golf clubs, cable TV, a car payment, and so on. Then get rid  

of it. You may find it’s not as difficult during our time of stay at home orders!

PRAY: Invite group members to share prayer requests. Conclude by asking God to 

permeate all of our relationships with love. Thank Him for loving us in such a way 

that we know how to love others. 

NEXT STEPS

• Contact group members regularly to pray with them. Encourage them to 

devote some personal quiet time with God this week, and to study the  

group’s next Bible study session.

• Send digital copies of the next session to group members who do not have  

a print copy. If using the Personal Study Guide, encourage group members  

to read the passage and comments for the next session.

• Repeat the process outlined in the Preparation section of this document.


