
 

© Copyright 2019 LifeWay. May be printed and duplicated only for use with Bible Studies for Life. All rights in this work are the 

property of LifeWay, One LifeWay Plaza, Nashville, Tennessee, 37234.  

 EXTRA! Ideas for Adults – When Life Gets Hard – Session 7 
Date: February 23, 2020 

How Can I Honor God in My Suffering? 

The Point: Every part of life—including difficulties—is an 

opportunity to glorify God. 

 Get Into the Study 

Use the following information to introduce Question #1. 

Since NBA superstar Kobe Bryant died in a helicopter crash on January 26, he has been 

remembered in many ways. The LA Lakers, who Kobe played for during his basketball career, 

honored him at the beginning of their first home game after his death. Before the game started, 

singer-songwriter Usher sang “Amazing Grace,” cellist Ben Hong played “Hallelujah,” and a 

current Laker player, LeBron James, spoke. Fans who attended received a Kobe Bryant t-shirt. 

And two seats were left empty at courtside, in honor of Bryant and his daughter Gianna who also 

died in the crash. The names of the other people who died in the crash were scrolling on the 

digital banners that are displayed around the court. 

Say: The NBA Lakers and fans alike have found many ways to honor the memory of Kobe 

Bryant. Call attention to Question #1 (When have you seen someone honored in a memorable 

way?) and invite volunteers to respond. 

Information for this post was gleaned from: 

https://www.cnn.com/2020/01/31/us/kobe-bryant-tribute-lakers-game-trnd/index.html 

https://www.latimes.com/sports/lakers/story/2020-01-31/lakers-honor-kobe-bryant-life-logo-

trail-blazers-fans-staples-center 

Study the Bible 

Use the following information to supplement Question #2 

In early January a Nigerian pastor was kidnapped by the radical Islamic extremist group Boko 

Haram and then executed a few days later because he refused to renounce his faith in God. 

Lawan Andimi is the Nigerian pastor who was killed. Christian leaders and government officials 

had been pleading with the Boko Haram militants to release the pastor. His captors released a 

video of Pastor Andimi before he was killed. In it, Pastor Andimi spoke strong words of faith in 

God and courage despite his circumstances. “I have never been discouraged because of all 

conditions that one finds himself is in the hand of God,” he said. “I still believe God … is still 

alive and will make all arrangements. By the grace of God, I will be together with my wife and 

my children and all my colleagues. If the opportunity has not been granted, maybe it is the will 
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of God.” Even as he faced death, Pastor Andimi said, “Don’t cry, don’t worry, but thank God for 

everything.” 

Say: Pastor Lawan Andimi glorified God, even while facing death at the hands of his captors. 

Call attention to Question #2 (When have you seen someone glorify God when afflicted, 

perplexed, persecuted, or struck down?) and call for volunteers to respond. 

Information for this post was gleaned from: 

https://www.christianitytoday.com/news/2020/january/nigeria-boko-haram-kidnapped-pastor-

hostage-video-testimony.html 

https://www.christianpost.com/news/nigerian-pastor-who-praised-god-in-ransom-video-

beheaded-after-refusing-to-deny-christ.html 

https://www.christianpost.com/news/boko-haram-kidnaps-pastor-releases-video-showing-his-

plea-for-help.html 

— Donna McKinney wrote these Leader Extras. Donna is retired from a career with the federal 

government of the United States. She is a veteran Bible study group leader living in North 

Carolina.  

 Additional Questions 

Icebreaker Questions 

 When was a time when you felt honored? 

 What are some ways we tend to honor people in our culture? 

 How do you respond to the familiar quote “Attitude is everything”? 

2 Corinthians 4:7-11 

 What are some ways we are tempted to respond to difficult times? 

 What catches your attention in these verses? Why? 

 Why does suffering offer a special opportunity to glorify God? 

2 Corinthians 4:12-15 

 Who do you know that sincerely praises God in the midst of difficulties? 

 What was countercultural about Paul’s approach to suffering? 

 If you cannot yet rejoice in a trial, what can you do? 

2 Corinthians 4:16-18 

 What is your biggest take away from this 6-week study on suffering? 
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 As believers, how can we encourage each other to stand strong, especially in difficult 

times? 

 How are Paul’s words in these verses an encouragement to you right now? 

 


