
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study Dealing with 
Messy Relationships, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as 
the small group study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit. 

The Point:  Seize the opportunity to serve.   

Introduction:  Several years ago, I saw a blog on the internet that was speaking out 
against legalism in the church.  Unfortunately, the writer’s argument was off-base.  I don’t 
remember if the writer was a man or a woman, but somewhere in the blog, he/she made 
the comment: “Jesus said to love God and love your neighbor.  That’s it.”  That statement 
is simply untrue.  Jesus said the commandments to love God and your neighbor are the 
greatest commandments; He never said they are the only commandments.  Furthermore, 
loving God and loving your neighbor covers a lot of ground.  When you truly love God and 
truly love your neighbor, most of the other commandments will take care of themselves. 

The apostle Paul hated legalism as much as anyone.  His entire letter to the Galatians 
was devoted to the subject.  The Judaizers were teaching that one had to be circumcised 
and keep the law in order to be saved, and Paul vigorously denounced such teaching as 
false (Gal. 1:8-9; 2:21).  However, he warned the Galatians against going to the opposite 
extreme.  Christ has saved us by His grace, but that doesn’t give us a license to sin.  Our 
Lord has called us to be His servants, and that means we should live for His glory.  God 
is glorified when we love and serve one another.     

I. A call to love. 
 
A. Paul noted that they had been “called to liberty”. 

1. They had been freed from the minute regulations of Jewish law. 
a. We no longer offer sacrifices, because Jesus made the final 

sacrifice with His death on the cross. 
b. Circumcision no longer matters. 
c. Kosher laws no longer matter. 

2. They were to use their freedom responsibly.   
a. God still disciplines us when we go astray. 
b. We are not to use our freedom to indulge our own sinful desires, 

but to glorify God. 
  

B. He urged them to serve one another in love. 
1. He reminded them that the whole law can be summed up in a single 

command: “Love your neighbor as yourself.” 
a. Love is shown in actions, not just words. 
b. It requires us to focus on others rather than ourselves. 
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• Church members often complain that their needs aren’t being 
met.  I must say that, as a pastor, such talk rubs me the wrong 
way.  Did not our Lord call us to serve one another?  Didn’t He 
command us to deny ourselves?  Unfortunately, these seem to 
be foreign concepts in the modern American church.   

2. He warned them against “biting and devouring” each other. 
a. Conflict can literally destroy a church, hence Paul’s warning that 

they not “consume” one another. 
b. Church conflict dishonors God, and it is a poor witness to others.   

 
II. A call to compassion.  

 
A. We must show compassion to people who fall into sin. 

1. Paul was talking about someone who was genuinely repentant. 
a. The Bible commands us to take disciplinary action against people 

who sin and refuse to repent (1 Cor. 5). 
b. Even in church discipline, the ultimate goal is not to punish, but to 

restore the person to a right relationship with God and the church.   
• Church discipline is never pleasant, nor should it be.  I once 

heard an older preacher say, “If you can discipline a church 
member without a broken heart and teary eyes, chances are 
you’re the one who needs discipline.”   

2. They were to do so in a spirit of “meekness” (gentleness).   
a. But for the grace of God, the offender could be you. 
b. Spiritual pride is the worst kind of pride. 

• One of the worst things a Christian can say is, “That’ll never 
happen to me.”  When you start thinking that way, chances are 
the devil has you right where he wants you.  

B. Compassion must be balanced with responsibility.  
1. Paul called on the people to examine themselves. 

a. You should examine yourself by what you know to be right, not in 
comparison with someone else. 

b. When you take an honest look at yourself in light of God’s Word, 
you will not have much ground for boasting.   

c. Boasting usually results when we compare ourselves to others.  
Paul strictly forbade this kind of boasting. 

2. “For each man shall bear his own burden” – Is this a contradiction of 
what he said in verse one? 
a. The word translated “burden” in this verse was normally used in 

reference to a knapsack. 
b. We are expected to carry our own burdens, but we must also help 

people who carry burdens too great for them to bear alone.   
• I’ve had people ask me how the church should react if they 

suspect someone is living in sin.  Personally, I don’t think the 
church should take action unless there is indisputable evidence 
against the offender.  Mind you, God is not mocked.  There are 
no “private” sins from His perspective, and He often allows 
secretive sins to become public.  When the sin becomes known, 
though, the church has a duty to act (Matt. 18:15-17). 
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III. A call to serve.  

 
A. We are to show kindness to all people. 

1. Kindness is a powerful witness. 
a. It demonstrates the love of Christ. 
b. It’s a powerful weapon (Romans 12:20). 

2. It transcends all racial, cultural, and social barriers. 
• Years ago, a pastor friend of mine was voted out of a church 

because the church thought he was reaching “the wrong kind of 
people”.  It’s truly sad when a church has that mentality.  If 
people need Jesus, then they are our kind of people. 
 

B. We should especially show kindness to our brothers and sisters in Christ.   
1. We should be kind even to those who do not deserve it. 

a. Even unbelievers love those who love them (Matt. 5:46). 
b. This does not mean we should let people abuse our generosity  

(2 Thessalonians 3:10-12). 
2. Such love demonstrates that we belong to Christ (John 13:35). 

 
Conclusion:  When I was in high school and college, the Southern Baptist Convention 
was in a state of deep division.  Many people believed some important issues were at 
stake, and I agreed.  We had seminary professors and other leaders who believed things 
that were at odds with Scripture, and a course correction was indeed necessary.  On the 
other hand, we cannot deny that the rhetoric in those days was often quite ugly, and that 
was not a very good witness to the world.  Alas, love tends to fall by the wayside during 
church disputes, even when the disputes are over legitimate issues. 
 
I believe in sound doctrine as much as anyone, and I will strongly oppose anyone who 
would downplay or compromise the Word of God.  At the same time, Jesus said His 
disciples would be known by their love – not by their sound doctrine or their scriptural 
convictions, but by their love.  Let us never forget to serve one another in love! 
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