
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study Dealing with 
Messy Relationships, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as 
the small group study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit. 

The Point: Let love permeate every relationship. 

Introduction: Ravi Zacharias tells of a time when he was a seminary student, and one 
of his professors was lecturing on the subject of love.  The professor stated, “Love is hard 
work.”  Zacharias took exception to that comment.  After all, God gives us the ability to 
love, and love is a fruit of the Spirit.  How could his professor say love is hard work?  The 
professor let him explain the reasons for his objections, and then he asked, “Zacharias, 
are you married?”  Zacharias said he was not, and the professor relied, “Then sit down 
and shut up.  You don’t know what you’re talking about!”  Ravi Zacharias added that he 
did get married a year later, and he soon learned a brutal truth: love is indeed hard work! 

Love is never easy.  It’s not easy in marriage, and it’s not easy in the local church.  Even 
church members are only human.  They have faults, and sometimes they rub each other 
the wrong way.  The question is not whether we’ll have clashes; the question is, will we 
love each other in spite of the clashes?  How do we cultivate that kind of love? 

I. The source of genuine love. 
 
A. True love comes from Jesus. 

1. He loves us just as much as the Father loves Him. 
a. He loves us unconditionally. 
b. He loves us eternally.   

2. What does it mean to abide in His love? 
a. We are constantly aware of His love for us, and we desire to obey 

Him as a result.   
b. We are especially mindful of His command to love others.   

B. His love produces joy in us. 
1. Joy is not the same as happiness. 

a. Unlike happiness, joy does not depend on circumstances. 
b. Joy enables us to endure the trials and difficulties of this world. 

• In a later section of this chapter, Jesus warned His disciples that 
the world would hate them, and they would face persecution.  
Many followers of Christ are still facing persecution, and they 
only endure it, but many of them radiate joy in the midst of it 
(Acts 5:41).  Their joy is a powerful witness to others of the 
power of the Gospel. 
  

Sermon Series:  Dealing with Messy Relationships 
To be used with:  Session 1: Love 
Sermon Title Possibilities:  What’s Love Got to Do With It? 
Scripture: John 15:9-14 



©LifeWay Christian Resources www.biblestudiesforlife.com  
  

2. Our joy comes from obedience to Christ. 
a. When we obey Him, we abide in His love.   
b. When we abide in His love, He perfects our joy, and that enables 

us to love Him even more.   
 

II. The practice of genuine love.   
 
A. Love must be taken seriously.   

1. Love is a command.   
a. You either obey a command or you do not. 
b. Failure to love others is a serious sin. 
c. Jesus gives us the ability to love others, so we have no excuse.   

2. Love is shown through your actions.   
a. Anyone can say they love you, but it’s hard to deny the love of 

someone who is willing to die for you.   
b. Our Lord proved His love for us by dying on the cross.  We show 

our love for Him by obeying Him.   
• On a memorable episode of “The Andy Griffith Show”, Andy 

noticed smoke coming from the windows of the local gas 
station.  He went into the office, and Gomer Pyle was asleep.  
Someone had tossed a cigar into a garbage can and ignited 
some ole rags.  Andy woke up Gomer and put out the fire.  
When Gomer realized what had happened, he said, “Andy, you 
know what you done?  I’ll tell you what you done: you done 
saved my life, that’s what you done!”  For the remainder of the 
episode, he followed Andy all over the place, doing all kinds of 
favors for him, and making a general nuisance of himself.  
When Andy tried to stop him, Gomer said, “Aw, I don’t mind.  It’s 
the least I can do for the man that saved my life!”  Our Lord has 
done something much greater than saving your life: He has 
saved your soul!  How can you not want to serve Him? 
 

B. What happens when you fail to abide in Christ’s love? 
1. Your love for Him grows cold (Revelation 2:4). 

a. He will never stop loving you, but you will become insensitive to His 
love.  

b. When your love for Jesus grows cold, your love for others also 
grows cold.    

2. How do you rekindle your love for Him? 
a. Repent. 
b. Spend time in prayer and the study of His Word. 
c. Obey Him (Revelation 2:5). 

 
Conclusion: Harry Piland was an executive with the Baptist Sunday School Board (now 
Lifeway Christian Resources) for many years.  In his later years, Baptist Press published 
a story about him and his wife.  Dr. Piland was suffering from a brain tumor, which later 
took his life, and his wife, Pat, had Alzheimer’s disease.  He moved into the same nursing 
home where Pat lived, and as long as he was able, he visited her every day.  He spent a 
lot of time in his wife’s room, and he did what he could to help the staff care for her.  
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People were surprised that he would devote that much attention to someone who did not 
even know him.  When they asked him why he did it, he replied, “When I stood at that 
marriage altar, I made a promise to Pat -- richer or poorer, in sickness and in health. 
I made a promise we were going to be together until death do us part. That's a promise 
I intend to keep. I'm going to be with that beautiful girl as long as I live." 1 

Love is not always easy.  It often requires hard work and sacrifice.  That’s true not 
only in marriage, but also within the church.  Our Lord loved us enough to give His life 
for us, and He commands us to love one another as He loved us.  Are you cultivating 
that kind of love for your brothers and sisters in Christ? 

  

Ken Jones is the senior pastor of Worsham Baptist Church in Farmville, Virginia. He 
holds a B.S. in history from the University of Tennessee at Martin and an MDiv. from 
Mid-America Baptist Theological Seminary. His wife, Celia Carroll Jones, is an 
associate professor of government at Hampden-Sydney College 
 
 
1  http://www.bpnews.net/10807/brain-tumor-wifes-illness-give-piland-enlarged-ministry 
 


