
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study “Unlocking the 
language of our faith,” this sermon explains a term often used in church but that can be 
confusing to people unfamiliar with Christianity—Eternal Life. God has given us eternal 
life. What does that mean, and how do we explain it to others?  

Introduction: If you lived in the USA in the early 1800’s, you could reasonably expect 
to live only about 40 years. That number has almost doubled in the last two centuries. 
Medical advances, increased safety measures in everyday life, and healthier diets have 
all contributed to longer lifespans. Still, death looms as the ever-approaching enemy. 
Death’s delay does not equal its defeat. Even Methuselah, who lived 969 years, died. 
Everyone dies. However, not everyone stays dead. 

Jesus offers life, life for now and life forever. Eternal life is not a grotesque zombie-like 
existence. Neither is it what is often satirized in cartoons—winged humans comfortably 
resting on clouds, strumming harps, agonizingly and eternally bored. What Jesus offers 
is good, desirable, meaningful, and enjoyable. He describes it in Revelation 21. 

1. God is preparing an eternal place for His people. “new heaven and new 
earth” (21:1)  

The place of your existence is not the most potent determinant of your enjoyment 
of it. You can experience pain in a venue that has a great view just as easily as 
you can in one that has nothing beautiful to offer. Still, pleasant surroundings or 
the lack of them can dramatically impact one’s attitude. Great food loses some of 
its appeal when the temperature in the restaurant approaches 100 degrees and 
flies are swarming the table. 

Jesus encouraged His disciples with the news that He would prepare a place for 
them (John 14:1-3). John later got to see this place in a vision. He described it as 
a “new heaven and new earth.” Though “new” is not always better, the indication 
here is that “new” will take things back to the original. No sin. No suffering. No 
separation. That sounds like a beautiful, enjoyable place. 

2. God is planning to eternally dwell with His people. “the tabernacle of God is 
with men” (21:3) 

One treasure that humanity lost in the Garden was unhindered communion with 
God. That was due to our loss of another treasure—innocence. By the time we 
inhabit our new home, we will have received God’s righteousness. That is far 
better than innocence. Innocence can be lost. Righteousness cannot. And with 

Sermon Series: Holy Vocabulary – Unlocking the language of our faith 
To be used with: Eternal Life 
Sermon Title Possibilities: What will it be like? 
Scripture: Rev. 21:1-8; 22:1-5 



©LifeWay Christian Resources www.biblestudiesforlife.com  
  

righteousness, not only is our relationship with God restored; it is enhanced. God 
walked in the Garden (Gen. 2:8), but He will live in the New Jerusalem. 

Right now, our sin hinders our relationship with God. We cannot see Him for who 
He is. We do not think like Him, act like Him, want what He wants, or value what 
He values. All that will change. What Satan promised Adam and Eve in the 
Garden, leading to their demise, we will finally have. We will be like God. Only 
now, it is His character, not His knowledge, that will define us. 

3. God will provide eternal sustenance for His people. “twelve manner of fruits” 
(22:2) 

God meets our needs now. He will give us our desires then. John describes what 
God provides in this new environment using physical terms. Pure water. A variety 
of healthy and tasty fruits. A smorgasbord of delectable delights. 

Heaven is a physical place, and there is no doubt that those physical enjoyments 
will be there. However, what John describes has greater significance than just 
satisfaction of the body. Think about what the lack of these provisions brings for 
people on earth.  

Fear. Conflict over resources. Power struggles. Anger. Brutality. Hate. Because 
the basic necessities of life are in limited supply here, people struggle with the 
environment and each other to acquire them. That will no longer be the case. 
Then, there will be peace, love, joy, and satisfaction. 

4. God has an eternal purpose for His people. “his servants shall serve Him” 
(22:3) 

Though death is not a pleasant thought, neither is an ever-lengthening existence 
plagued with disease and distress. Cancer, dementia, chronic pain—these are 
what people fear as they age. More than that though, they dread insignificance. 
The elderly, like all of us, want to matter. They want to make a difference. 

God promises that we will matter in eternity. Our existence will not be a pleasure 
factory where what once delighted us will only serve to bore us after a billion 
years. Instead, all that we do will serve God’s purposes. We will do what He 
wishes, and we will do it gladly. Heaven is about God, not us. 

They may sound like eternal slavery, but it is eternal joy. Serving God, glorifying 
God is what God created us to do, what we should have been doing all along. 
When a person finally discovers their purpose and has the resources and time to 
live that purpose, that is where true joy originates.  
 

Conclusion: Amid this enticing description of God’s eternal plans, there is a warning. 
Those who are not “His people” will not get to enjoy what God has in store (21:8). The 
Father only permits His family to enjoy His home. However, beyond the warning, there 
is an invitation. God says, “Come” (Rev. 22:17). Yes, this home is exclusive to those 
whom God has adopted into His family, but you can be part of that group.  
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The home is eternal. The offer is not. Take advantage of it now before death happens 
for you. 
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