
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study “Unlocking the 
language of our faith,” this sermon explains a term often used in church but that can be 
confusing to people unfamiliar with Christianity—Sanctified. God has sanctified us, is 
sanctifying us, and will sanctify us. What does that mean, and how do we explain it to 
others?     

Introduction: The most dreaded disease during biblical days was leprosy. There was 
no hope for a cure or for relief from the social stigma that this diagnosis prompted. 
When lepers went out in public, they had to holler, “Unclean! Unclean!” Fearful people 
ran in response. No one wanted to die, and the possibility of contamination was high. 
Both because of the required announcement and the disease’s horrific symptoms, 
leprosy was an obvious disease. 

Today’s malady is just as deadly as leprosy. It is sin. However, sin is far more subtle in 
its repulsiveness. People often run toward it instead of from it. This behavior, though 
natural among the unsaved, should shock us in the church. It shocked Paul. Evil 
behavior in the Corinthian church prompted Paul to explain the importance of 
sanctification—God’s cleansing, purifying work. 

1. Sanctification removes what hindered my entrance into God’s presence. (v. 
9-11)  

 
There is no doubt about it. People are dirty. Look at the rating of the most 
popular TV shows. Check to see the items most often searched for on Google. 
Count the number of strip clubs in town, and compare it to the number of 
McDonald’s.  
 
It would be easy to say that humanity’s condition comes from contamination by 
our environment. Jesus had a different perspective. To Him, our external status 
is a result of an internal heart problem. We contaminated the environment. 
 
Dirty people cannot clean themselves, but they can get clean. If you have Jesus 
as your Savior, He did it for you. That’s a good thing. God’s house is clean. It 
mirrors Him. He only allows washed, purified people into His presence. The work 
that Jesus did positionally (He counts you as clean), He continues now, and He 
will one day complete (“see Him as He is”; Phil. 1:6). 
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2. Sanctification motivates me to evaluate the benefit of my activities. (v. 12-
14) 

Dirty people have no qualms about doing dirty things. If your hair is already a 
mess, the wind does not bother you. Once you get mud on your new shoes, you 
do not try as hard to avoid the puddles. Dirty hands receive permission to play 
with the dog, make mud pies, and help dad with the trash. 

However, people work diligently to keep clean whatever is not dirty. Hair just 
washed, cut, and styled. Shoes recently bought. Hands washed moments ago in 
preparation for dinner. We limit the activities we permit in such situations 
because there is a high cost associated with contamination and sometimes, with 
cleaning. 

Since God has cleaned us through Jesus’ costly sacrifice, Paul says that we now 
need to give greater evaluation to the activities we pursue. What once was 
acceptable behavior is now off-limits. God did not clean us so that we could 
wallow in the mud without consequence. Show you value what God has done by 
rejecting the evil and choosing the best when offered the good. 

3. Sanctification puts boundaries on sexuality. (v. 15-18) 

The society we live in is sexually charged. It is difficult to watch TV, surf the net, 
vacation at the beach, or be in the check-out line at the grocery store and not 
face sexual temptation. Be encouraged. God can cleanse those images from 
your mind. 

You do not have to search for dirt; it will find you. Innocent activities that leave 
you with guilt are not the focus of Paul’s discussion in these verses. Rather, he 
draws attention to those Christians who either ignorantly or intentionally bring 
immorality into their lives while ignoring the horrendous consequences of that 
choice. 

Sexual activity within the confines of marriage is not dirty. God designed sex to 
be an expression of love between a husband and wife. Immorality, though, is 
dirty. Worse, it is deadly. Run from it! It will ruin your life. It might even kill you. 

4. Sanctification makes me usable by God. (v. 19-20) 

A clean plate is ready to hold my dinner. A clean mirror can accurately reflect the 
image I present (Gen. 1:26; 1 Cor. 10:31). To get permission to hold my newborn 
grandson, I need clean hands. They do not pass germs to his weak immune 
system. Cleanliness makes things usable. It opens new possibilities. 

Clean or not, you have God’s Spirit inside you. He wants to use you. However, 
He can only use you when you are clean. No, you will never be “squeaky clean” 
on earth, but God, in His graciousness and generosity, is willing to use what is 
willing to be cleansed. Are you willing? 
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Conclusion: One of the misconceptions people express when Christians invite them to 
church is that they must be living a clean life before they come to church. They are 
partially correct. They just have the order messed up. Cleanliness comes only as a 
result of salvation and God’s sanctifying work. Too many Christians latch onto the 
comforting idea that God accepts us in all our filth but forget that God does not allow His 
children to stay there indefinitely. 

The Bible records the healing that multiple lepers experienced. None was so radical and 
so descriptive as that which Naaman experienced. His skin became as supple as a 
baby’s. God instantaneously cleansed his body. His soul and his behavior remained a 
work in progress for the rest of his life. The same is true for you. Don’t give in to 
discouragement, but also, refuse to submit to laziness or procrastination. 

Take one step today toward your sanctification. Then, take another tomorrow. One day, 
you will be as clean as Jesus. Hallelujah for the promise of that day! 
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