
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study “Unlocking the 
language of our faith,” this sermon explains a term often used in church but that can be 
confusing to people unfamiliar with Christianity—Faith. God calls us to express faith. 
What does that mean, and how do we explain it to others?   

Introduction: Put a set of beliefs together, and you have a faith—a system to guide 
your life and govern your behavior. But faith, in its simplest form, is belief. It is believing 
in God, trusting God.  

Sadly, the largest percentage of earth’s population don’t understand the Biblical term 
faith. Instead their understanding of faith is nothing more than a wish. It is equivalent to 
Jeminy Cricket’s star or a child’s wishing well into which they cast a coin. A dream. A 
hope. Or, as some would say it, a leap. 

We want to focus on what God offers and what the Bible teaches about faith. Faith, real 
faith, has a firm foundation. It is based on God and His promises, not man’s whimsical 
desires. Before the writer of Hebrews relates some powerful faith stories, he 
philosophizes on faith giving us a picture of what God designed faith to provide. 

1. Faith gives solidity to unseen realities. (v. 1)  

What we think of as solid is really not. Seen through a powerful enough 
microscope, skyscraper walls, elevator floors, and airplane seats lose some of 
the comfort they usually provide. We discover that these items are made mostly 
of empty space. They give the illusion of solidity because the molecules that 
comprise them are spinning around so rapidly that our eyes cannot see through 
them and our other body parts do not pass through them. Still, even knowing 
that, we trust these things to keep us safe. We accept them as real. 

The Bible says that God exists. However, I cannot experience Him with my 
senses. The Bible states God’s promises. However, with many of them, I must 
wait for their fulfillment. The Bible records incredible events. However, I was not 
there to witness any of them. How can I believe what the Bible affirms? By faith. 

2. Faith gives acceptance to what is difficult to understand. (v. 3) 

The oldest event the Bible records is God’s creation of the universe. Until day six 
of that week, no human was present to witness these events. Every item in our 
experience was made from something. The Bible says that God made the 
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universe from nothing. It is not possible for humans to simply speak something 
into existence. If it were, we would all be wealthy. We cannot understand the 
formation of the universe, but, by faith, we can accept it.  

Many years after Creation, Jesus came down to deliver a “Word” to mankind 
(John 1:1). Jesus’ death on the cross made it possible for a word of confession to 
recreate a new heart and provide a new destination (Romans 10:9-10). I do not 
understand how such a transformation happens, but I believe that it does. Faith 
in God’s promises makes it happen. 

3. Faith gives a testimony to those who obeyed. (v. 2, 4-5) 

It seems odd to me. To those entrepreneurs who saw something possible when 
others saw only empty space, the world gives accolades. These businesspeople, 
founders of charities, and problem solvers made their vision happen. Kudos to 
them. But for those who claim an invisible God exists and allow that God to 
govern their lives, the world gives quizzical looks and skepticism. 

Thankfully, people of faith do not accept the squashing influence of their 
environment in their decision-making process. Of the many faith people listed in 
Hebrews 11, the first two—Abel and Enoch—were very early in human history. 
Both “died” before their contemporaries. Neither one’s earthly life ended before 
God assessed it. 

God said of Abel that he was “righteous” (v. 4). Enoch went home early because 
“he pleased God” (v. 5). God’s positive evaluation of each life was based on one 
factor—faith. They believed God, and that belief led them to a life of obedience.  

4. Faith gives approval from the God who promises. (v. 6) 

The affirmation of verse six is difficult to believe. What impresses God most is not 
great accomplishment, great wealth, great power, great relationships, or great 
beauty (all of which seem to be the basis for man’s approval). Faith is the 
substance God most seeks in His people. 

When Jesus walked the earth, He was not hard to please. He was content to 
sleep under the stars, split two fish with over 5000 people, and have only a little 
more than three years to accomplish His mission. There was only one thing He 
demanded—faith. His pleasure or displeasure was tied to the amount and depth 
of the faith His people expressed. 

I guess that makes sense though. How do you feel when what you tell people an 
important truth only to have them doubt you? Unlike us, God has never lied. It is 
impossible for Him to lie. So when He makes a promise, believe Him. Act on that 
promise. And then know a smile crosses God’s unseen face. 
 

Conclusion: I am thankful that God inspired the inclusion of Hebrews 11 in the Bible. 
Hearing the summarized stories of these men and women emboldens us still today to 
step out on faith. We do not take a leap of faith; we, with reason and at our back and 
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trust supporting our feet, boldly move forward as the champions of old did. They give 
evidence, not that the journey will be easy, nor that God will privilege us to see the 
results of our faith, but that God cannot lie. He, not a star or a pool of water, is worthy of 
our trust. We can safely put our confidence in Him. 
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