
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study “Unlocking the 
language of our faith,” this sermon explains a term often used in church but that can be 
confusing to people unfamiliar with Christianity—Lost. People without Jesus are lost. 
What does that mean, and how do we explain it to others?   

Introduction: “How did we get so lost?” Have you ever asked that question? The 
advent of GPS has dramatically lessened that sickening feeling and the humbling need 
to stop and ask for directions. Still, lost is not always about failing to arrive at your 
intended destination.  

My wife and I recently went through the relocation process. As we approached one 
potential house in the pitch dark, we felt increasingly uneasy. The house was down a 
two-mile, one-lane, dirt road. Every bare tree limb seemed to reach out toward us.  

We were not lost. We were exactly where we were supposed to be. But we sure felt 
lost. As soon as we found a wide spot in the road, we maneuvered a turn-around and 
quickly headed back in the direction from which we had come. Our experience gave us 
a greater appreciation for a young man’s quest. Jesus told his story in Luke 15. 

1. Lostness comes from … 
A. …wanting what God possesses without wanting Him. (v. 11-13) 

 
The son in Jesus’ story knew the address where he lived. When he woke up 
each morning, he was in familiar surroundings. Familiar voices filled his ears. 
Familiar smells wafted through the air. Still, he was lost. He knew where he 
was, he liked what being there provided, but he did not want to be there. So, 
after refusing what his father offered (love) and receiving all his father meant 
to him (money), he left. 
 
Like the father in the story, God offers love and relationship. He also requires 
submission and respect. You, however, may be like the son—wanting God’s 
blessings minus God’s requirements.  

B. …using what God provides without a renewable supply. (v. 13-14)  

The son was lost long before he headed off into an unnamed but faraway 
place. Though he did not desire the relationships offered to him at home, he 
willingly used what his dad had provided to try and find himself. That did not 
work out so well. As soon as his supply ran out, he discovered something he 
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had never before experienced—hunger and aloneness. His temporary 
reprieve from lostness was over. 

God offers an eternally replenishing supply (John 4:14; Phil. 4:19; Rev. 22:1-
5). There may be famines that come into our lives, but because God is 
faithful, He will always be present with us in the middle of those struggles. He 
will renew and restore. 

2. Lostness evaporates …  
A. … when we recognize what God has to offer. (v. 17-19) 

The son in Jesus story never felt more lost than when he was feeding those 
pigs and salivating over the slop they ingested. “How did I get so lost?” had to 
have been echoing in his hollow head.  

It often takes a difficult situation for God’s stubborn children to get a clue 
about their true source of sustenance. Along with that, we have to admit our 
inability to provide for ourselves. Doing so is humbling, but it is freeing. 

In those times of weakness, God’s supply looks very appealing and God’s 
requirements lose their repulsiveness. Our thinking changes. Our pride 
diminishes. We leave lostness behind in the pigpen. We start the journey 
home.  

B. … when we return God’s embrace. (v. 20-21) 

The Father ran toward his son. When the son saw his approaching father, 
what was he expecting? A tackle. A verbal lashing. Maybe a slap or a punch. 
His father was physical with the son, but his arms expressed love instead of 
anger or hate. A welcoming embrace engulfed the father’s boy. 

The son was not quite home yet. He had to decide how he would respond to 
his father’s unexpected reception. The son had come home for physical 
survival not emotional and relational renewal. His father surprised him, 
offering more than he could have ever hoped for. Even the father did not 
know how his son would respond. Though the text does not indicate the son’s 
acceptance of his father’s offer, the implication is there. The party the father 
suggested began, and how could they have a party if the son had rebuffed 
the father’s embrace? 

C. … when we rejoice in God’s goodness. (v. 22-24) 

No one rightly rejoices because they are lost. However, it is normal to sing 
and dance when what you have been searching for is found. Even more so, 
when what is found is you. 

The son was now in the same place he had been all his life. That night, he 
went to sleep in his old bed. He woke up to familiar voices and familiar smells. 
Nothing was different, but nothing was the same. Once, these things made 
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him feel lost. Now, they made him feel found. The only thing that had 
changed was him. 

 
Conclusion: Whether it is based in reality or just an overwhelming but unjustified 
feeling, lost is a terrible way to live. It is frightening. Equally potent but on the opposite 
end of the spectrum is the glorious word “Found.” Puppy dog, favorite toy, or person—
moving from the missing category to the reunited one is a cause for great rejoicing. 

Have you made that transition? Or is your face still plastered on posters all over town? 
Missing. Lost. Not able to enjoy the excitement that you see others experiencing. 
Maybe you don’t even recognize the need. “Lost does not apply to me. I’m right here!” 
But are you always wishing you were somewhere else, never truly feeling like you 
belong? 

Jesus came an immeasurable distance to find you. The Father is waiting for you to 
repent and return. He’s got a robe for your back, a ring for your finger, and comfort for 
your weary, bloody feet. Admit your lostness. Come home. 
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