
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study Eternal Life.  

Introduction: After ten days of international travel, the door opened to our home. Out 
ran a beautiful seven-year-old. Her hair combed and braided with a brightly-colored 
bow. She wore a short, little jumper. And a toothless grin the width of the Grand Canyon 
smiled as she jumped into my arms and cackles. Then she whispers in my ear, “Daddy, 
you’re home!” 
 
If heaven is anything like that, I can't wait. If I can feel so welcomed and so wanted in an 
imperfect world, through an imperfect child, in an incomplete house, what must heaven 
be like in a perfect kingdom, through an ideal father, in a great home? 
 
This fact is what Jesus was trying to convey to his disciples in John 14. Saddened, 
perplexed, and filled with anxiety, the disciples heard Jesus announcing that he must go 
away, but they were not to worry. He assured them that he was going to do some house 
remolding and room additions for their heavenly occupancy. When the home was 
completed, he would come and get them and welcome them to their heavenly home.   
 
John 14 has been called "the comfort chapter." It details Christ's promise of his future 
return and the present comfort he offers to his disciples. Martin Luther called it "the best 
and most comforting sermon preached by Christ while on this earth . . . a jewel and a 
treasure not purchasable with the world’s goods.”  
 
Like the disciples, we need to know about our heavenly home.     
  

1. Heaven is real. (vv. 2-3) 
Jesus said that heaven is a real place. He told his disciples not to worry about death, 
not to worry about their heavenly residence. Twice in three verses, Jesus calls heaven 
a home. He means that heaven ("my father's house") is a real place, as real as New 
York, London, or Chicago. The expanse called heaven is just as real as the place you 
call home. Heaven is a real place for real people.  
 
In the New Testament, heaven is called a country (Heb. 11:16)—that tells of its 
vastness. It is called a city (Heb. 11:10) because of the many inhabitants it will have. It 
is called a kingdom (Matt. 4:17) because of its orderliness. It is called paradise (Luke 
23:43) because of its beauty. But Jesus calls heaven “my Father's house." Think about 
that for a moment. Going to heaven won't be like going into a giant palace where we 
have to be formal and stiff and not touch anything. When we go to heaven, it'll be like 
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going home: you can throw off your coat, kick off your shoes, and get comfortable. You 
can relax, be at peace, enjoy the moment without worry or fear. 
 
Why? Because we will be living with the Father. Jesus said, "In my Father's house are 
many rooms." Some Bible translators use the phrase "many mansions." However, that 
gives the crazy idea that heaven is like a new housing development where every 
mansion will be separate from the others. Heaven won't be like that. The phrase 
"dwelling places" refers to how the ancient Israelites lived. When a son married, the 
father would add an addition to his house. When another son married, another wing 
was added onto the house. Eventually, the original dwelling would become a set of 
homes that enclosed a patio in the middle. All the relatives lived around the courtyard. 
In heaven, we will be living in dwellings attached to the Father's house. The critical fact 
is not space and location but the presence and proximity to the Father. God is what 
makes heaven unique, not dwellings and mansions and gold-lined streets. 
 

2. Heaven is resplendent. (Rev. 21:1-4) 
Book of Revelation, the Book of Homecoming, paints a dazzling picture of our heavenly 
home.  Most of us have heard that heaven is a place where the streets are paved with 
gold, the gates are made of pearl, and the walls are made of precious jewels.  
 
When John described heaven with streets paved with gold, it serves to remind us of a 
deeper meaning: what we value so highly in this life will be used to pave the roads in 
heaven. 
 
John’s descriptions of heaven steal your breath. God pulled back the curtain and 
allowed the weary apostle John to peek into the homeland. When given the task of 
writing down what he saw, John chose the most beautiful comparison earth has to offer. 
Our heavenly home, John wrote, is like “a bride beautifully dressed for her husband.” 
 
What is more beautiful than a bride?  
 
Our heavenly home is a beautiful place for beautiful people. It is more beautiful than we 
could ever imagine. We couldn't begin to put it into words. When asked, "What is 
heaven like?" R. G. Lee replied, "Heaven is the most beautiful place the mind of God 
could conceive, and the hand of God could create.” 
 
But not everyone gets to go there. Contrary to many funeral eulogies, not everyone who 
dies goes to heaven.  
 

3. Heaven is restricted. (v. 6) 
Carl Sandburg was asked whether there were any bad words. He replied that he was 
aware of only one: "Exclusive! Belonging to exclusive clubs, living in exclusive 
communities.” Heaven is a restricted neighborhood, an “exclusive” place. But its 
exclusion is not a matter of race or face or place. It is a matter of grace. Everyone is 
welcome, but only those who put their faith and trust in Christ may enter in. 
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Most everyone wants to go to heaven, and most people believe that they are going to 
heaven. But wanting to go to heaven and thinking you will go to heaven is not enough. 
Not everyone is in heaven. Some people won't make it. The Bible speaks of the saved 
and the lost. The saved are those who trust Jesus Christ as their Savior. The lost are 
those who do not trust Christ as Savior. This reality is the high dividing line of 
humanity—People are either saved or lost. And there is no middle category. You will 
either spend eternity in heaven or eternity in hell.  
 
God has made it easy for us to go to heaven. He did the hard part when he sent his Son 
to die on the cross for us. He paid the price for our sins so that we could one day stand 
before God in heaven. 
 
When we do our part—trust in Jesus; God will do his part—prepare another room for us 
in heaven. Think of it this way: We prepare for heaven, and then God prepares heaven 
for us. 
 

4. Heaven is ready. (vv. 1-3) 
Our heavenly home is ready. It is a prepared place for prepared people. The Father has 
been expecting us. Jesus has gone ahead to make things ready for us. The carpenter 
of Nazareth built many a home in his day. He has gone to build a mansion for you and 
me. Jesus has done everything necessary for us to be with him in this heavenly home, 
even die on the cross. We will live in our heavenly dwelling, not because we hope so, 
but because he loves us and has made preparations for us.   
 
Conclusion: No one goes to heaven by accident. Only one thing required for entering 
our heavenly home is trusting in Jesus. And if I am trusting in Jesus, I need not worry. 
The entrance is guaranteed. Jesus said, "Don’t let your heart be troubled. Believe in 
God; believe also in me” (v. 1). 
 
And, when we walk through those gates, we’ll hear our Heavenly Father say, “Child, 
you’re home!” 
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