
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study Sanctified.   

Introduction: Christians are to be holy. A holy person is not an odd person but a 
different person. A godly person has a quality about their life that is different. Their 
present lifestyle is not only different from past lifestyles but is different from the lifestyles 
of the unbelievers around them. A holy person takes Jesus Christ and his word 
seriously. 
 
Believers in Christ are commanded to live a holy life—energetic and blazing with 
holiness. Someone once said, “We may choose a married life or a single life, but it is 
not left to us to choose whether or not we live a holy life.” Holiness, to be different, is not 
an option. It is mandatory. 
 

1. The Problem with Being Different 
Now we see a problem. The problem is that we don’t want to be different. Why? 
 

• We value conformity. We don't want to stand out of the crowd. We wear the 
same style of clothes; talk about the latest slang, we conform to what’s “in." What 
we fear most in life is being different. We are terrified of being set apart. 

 
• We visualize a caricature of holiness. Furthermore, we don't like the idea of 

holiness because, we think, it communicates an attitude and displays actions that 
have become known as "holier-than-thou." We disdain a spirituality and behavior 
that puts one on a pedestal as being better than the rest. Jesus despised this 
type of mentality and morality in the Pharisees. We agree with him. 

 
• We misunderstand what it means to be holy. And to add additional weight to our 

reasons for not living a life of holiness is because it conjures up images of 
becoming a monk or priest. We think that holy people live in faraway 
monasteries, separate themselves from any kind of fun and frivolity, and trade in 
their luxury cars, comfortable homes, and well-paying jobs for a peace corps stint 
in a third world county. Consequently, we say not for us.   

 
2. How Do We Live Differently? 

Peter revealed how Christ-followers live distinctly from the pagan world around us. 
 

• We think differently (v. 13). Being different begins with the proper preparation of 
our minds. Peter employed a Middle Eastern analogy to describe how one is to 
prepare their thoughts. During his time, men wore long, flowing robes. When they 
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engaged in running or physical labor, they usually lifted their outer garments and 
secured them with a belt or girdle around their waist. This action allowed for the 
freedom of movement needed to perform their work. Today, we use the 
expression to “roll up the sleeves.” In other words, we take the initiative in 
preparing our minds for the life of holiness.   

 
Behavioral scientists have discovered that human behavior is determined to a 
great extent by the subconscious mind. In other words, what goes in is what 
comes out. In the same way, to be different begins with our thoughts. Our minds 
must be holy if our behavior is to be holy. "For as he thinks in his heart, so is he" 
(Prov. 23:7 KJV) penned the writer of Proverbs. The apostle Paul warned us not 
to let the world squeeze us into its mold, “Do not be conformed to this age, but 
be transformed by the renewing of your mind, so that you may discern what is 
the good, pleasing, and perfect will of God” (Rom. 12:2).   

 
• We live differently (v. 17). Eugene Petersen paraphrased this verse: “Don’t 

forget, he’s also a responsible Father, and won’t let you get by with sloppy living.  
Your life is a journey you must travel with a deep consciousness of God” (1 Peter 
1:17 The Message). A natural outgrowth of our right thinking is right living.  When 
we begin to think differently, we begin to live differently.   

  
Any man or woman who is a Christ-follower must have the courage to 
distinctively live because they are marching to the drumbeat of a Different 
Drummer, and they are not afraid to be out of step. 

 
• We love differently (v. 22). Love sets us apart. Love is the display of holiness. 

Love is the litmus test for Christians. Since you have purified yourselves by your 
obedience to the truth,[e] so that you show sincere brotherly love for each 
other, from a pure[f] heart love one another constantly. 

 
Peter described this love as sincere, meaning genuine or authentic. He said it 
comes from a pure heart. People often speak romantically about loving from the 
heart, but God talks realistically about loving from a pure heart. Then Paul said 
this love was continuously displayed. In other words, it is intense, fervent. It loves 
with all of its strength.   

 
In the first century, a pagan went to report on the early church movement. He 
visited a compound where Christians were living together. He intended to write 
something terrible; instead, he wrote, "Behold, how they love one another." 

 
• We talk differently (v. 2:1). Let me define a few of those words: Malice is the 

desire to cause pain, injury, or distress to another. Deceit is the practice of false 
impression or dishonesty. Hypocrisy is being what one is not, a pretender. Envy 
to look upon another with evil intent. It always sees and desires what it does not 
have. Slander is the utterance of false charges or misrepresentations which 
defame and damage another’s reputation.  
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Our words are a sign of maturity and holiness. An English teacher said to me, 
“One’s vocabulary reveals the quality of one’s education. How one speaks 
reveals their maturity.” Peter was telling the same truth: one’s vocabulary reveals 
one’s maturity. Replace evil words with the pure milk of God’s Word. And when 
you do, you will “tasted that the Lord is good” (2:3). 

 
Today the world and the church are desperate for Christians who are different. God 
calls us to stand out of the crowd, to be distinct, separate, unusual. He calls us to be 
changed. 
 
Conclusion: The question, "If arrested for being a Christian, would there be enough 
evidence to convict you?" is a good one to ask. 

• Would there be enough evidence by your thinking? Are you thinking pure 
thoughts? Are your thoughts bringing honor to God?  

• Would there be enough evidence by your living? What do people see when they 
examine your life? Jesus said that our fruits would distinguish us. What is 
distinguishable about your life?  

• Would there be enough evidence by your love? Do you love as Jesus loved you? 
It is quite easy to say that you love others, it is quite difficult to love others who 
have hurt you, criticized you, said unkind things about you. Do you respond with 
genuine love? 

• Would there be enough evidence by your talk? Do the people that know you 
best—your family, your work associates, your teammates—realize that by your 
speech, you are a Christian? Do your words honor God and lift other people?  

 
A Christian is one who is different. A Christian is one who takes Jesus Christ 
seriously—evidenced by the way they think, live, love, and talk.  
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