
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study Salvation.   

Introduction: Do you remember playing pretend as a child? Maybe you would dress up 
and pretend to be someone famous. Or you would pretend to be a musician or great 
athlete.  

When we pretend, we are putting on a show. We are claiming to be something that we 
are not.  

Some people pretend to be a Christian instead of being one for real.  
 
Pretending as a Christian is not new. The apostle Paul asked these probing questions 
to the Corinthian church, “Check up on yourselves. Are you really Christians? Do you 
pass the test? Do you feel Christ’s presence and power more and more within you? Or 
are you just pretending to be Christians when actually you aren’t at all?” (2 Cor. 13:5 
TLB). 
 
Many people pray, go to church, study the Bible, are morally right, tell the truth, help 
people, claim Jesus as their God, but have no relationship with him. They are 
pretending. 
 
Consider Judas Iscariot, a disciple of Jesus. He had the privilege of personally walking 
with Jesus. Judas witnessed Jesus as he taught crowds of people, as he walked on 
water, as he healed the sick, and as he raised the dead. Judas was in the company of 
the most committed people of his day. He was the kind of man most churches would 
consider an excellent prospect for church membership. Yet Judas was called "a 
betrayer, a thief, and a devil." He, too, was a pretender. He was religious, but he had no 
relationship with Christ. 
 
Paul gave one of the most lucid explanations of what it means to be a Christian and not 
just a pretender in Acts 26. He answers the question, “How to be saved?” Paul laid out 
the essential message that God had given to him. He mentioned three steps that 
precede conversion and two results that follow. 
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1. Steps to Salvation 
 
A. Revelation: Open our eyes. (2 Cor. 4:3-4) 
Those who have not yet turned their lives over to Jesus Christ experience spiritual 
blindness. Sin blinds people to the truth, and only God’s Spirit can open people’s eyes 
so that they see their need for Christ.  
 
Are your eyes blinded? Often people are blinded by the fact that they grew up in the 
church, their parents are believers, they walked an aisle at the end of a church service, 
were baptized, became church members. They are kind, decent, hardworking people. 
All of these things are fine, well, and good. But, these actions and qualities blind us to 
the truth; being religious is never enough. Religious acts do not open the door to a 
relationship with Christ. 
 
B. Repentance: We need to turn from darkness to light. (Eph. 5:8) 
Once our eyes are opened, we need to act on what we know. We need to put our faith 
in Jesus Christ, turning from darkness to light. We need to turn our backs on the way 
that we used to live. 
 
Repentance is more than regret, sorrow, remorse, and guilt. It is a sorrow that leads to 
change. It is a change of mind that leads to a change in behavior. It is a spiritual about-
face. It is recognizing the awfulness of sin and turning to God in faith and trust.  
 
Some people try to live in two worlds. They walk in the light on Sunday, yet live in the 
darkness the other six days of the week. But the Bible says we can’t live in two worlds. 
If we are to be Christians, we need to say no to relationships, activities, and habits that 
draw us away from the Lord Jesus. 
 
There is always an urgency to repentance. Why? Because death is the greatest enemy 
to man. Not earthquakes. Not war. Not a disease. But death.  
 
An old rabbi used to say to his people, “Repent the day before you die.” 
 
“But,” they would reply, “Rabbi, we know not the day of our death.” 
 
“Then,” he would answer, “repent today.” 

 
C. Reconciliation: We need to turn from Satan to God.  
Now, when our spiritual eyes have been opened, and we have seen our need to come 
to Christ and to turn from our old lifestyle, we must surrender our lives fully to Christ. 
The steps to conversion engage our seeing, our walking, and finally, our embracing.  
 
Reconciliation describes the change in the relationship we have with God. We move 
from hostility to love, from lost to saved, from an enemy to a friend, from estrangement 
to embracing. We embrace Jesus through personal and complete trust.  
 
Here are two excellent benefits that will happen when we trust Jesus for our salvation. 
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2. Results of Salvation 
 
A. Forgiveness of sin: We receive the forgiveness of our sin. When a person truly 
becomes a Christian, when they receive salvation, God gives them forgiveness of sin. 
Before we experience God's forgiveness, we have to deal with the nagging problem 
called guilt. We may have tried to silence it by a constant flurry of activity or drown it in 
alcohol or drugs, but those kinds of actions are only temporary. The only way that we 
can have our guilt removed is through a personal relationship with Jesus Christ. Jesus 
Christ’s death on the cross paid for your sins. There is no amount of work or religion or 
activity that can make up for what Jesus has already done. 
 
Two small letters distinguish between religion and salvation. D-O emphasizes religion. 
D-O-N-E accomplishes salvation. We may seek to do all the religious things we want to 
gain redemption and forgiveness of sin. But remember that Jesus Christ has already 
done everything that needs to be accomplished for the forgiveness of our sins. 
 
What most people need today is not to turn over a new leaf in life. They need to have 
the old leaves wiped clean. God can do that. He has a big eraser, and his eraser leaves 
no smudges. Through Jesus, God rubs out our sin, not rubs it in. 

 
B. Assurance of Heaven: We receive an eternal inheritance. Not only does God forgive 
us of our sins when we have asked Jesus into our lives, but when we die, we will go to 
heaven. Heaven is a prepared place for prepared people. It has been said, "Heaven is 
the most beautiful place the mind of God could conceive, and the hand of God could 
create." Heaven is a ready place, and there's room for you. I hope you have made your 
reservation. 
 
Conclusion: How much faith does it take to go to heaven? It depends. The answer is 
not much and all you’ve got. If you are willing to trust Jesus Christ with as much faith as 
you happen to have, you can be saved. But, if you are holding anything back, thinking 
that maybe you need to do something to help save yourself, forget it! True saving faith 
expresses itself by reaching out to take Christ as your Savior and Lord—and not before 
then. 

 
Do you want to be saved? Then stop pretending and start trusting in Jesus Christ solely 
and entirely for your salvation. 
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