
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study Lost.   

Introduction: We are most like God when we give. God is a giver, and to understand 
God, we must realize this essential character feature. Never has that attribute been so 
eloquently stated as in John 3:16. This verse has been called the Bible's most 
significant text, the Hope diamond of the Bible.  
 
God, the author of hope, loved the world by giving his Son for our lostness. Our 
response to God’s sacrifice is to believe. If we do, we will experience eternal life. If we 
don't, we will perish—the unutterable lostness of those who die in their sins.  
 
God's sacrifice of his Son is the answer to our lost predicament. He is the ultimate 
sacrifice who willingly laid down his life and bore the sins of the world so that we could 
know eternal life. 
 

1. We catch a glimpse of God's heart regarding his selfless love.  
The heart of God overflows with love. A love that is stronger than death, a love that will 
not let you go, a love that water cannot quench, a love that suffers long and is kind, a 
love that never fails, and a love that is beyond comprehension. 
 
Karl Barth, the famous Swiss theologian, was a great thinker, a prolific writer, and a 
professor at several European universities. On one occasion, he was confronted by a 
reporter who wanted a summary of his twelve thick volumes on church dogmatics. Barth 
could have given an impressive intellectual reply, but didn't. He thought for a moment 
and then said, "Jesus loves me this I know for the Bible tells me so." 
 
There is no higher proof of God's love for us than when Jesus gave his life for us. 
 
Jesus said, “No one has greater love than this: to lay down his life for his friends” (John 
15:13). God’s love went much further than this. He laid down his life on a cruel Roman 
cross for his enemies, as well as his friends. On the cross, nails and ropes did not hold 
him to the timber, but rather his own selfless and sacrificial love.  
 

2. We see the revelation of God's mind concerning his Son. 
In the King James Version, twenty-five words comprise John 3:16, and the central term 
is Son. The thinking of God centers on his Son. God has no plan, no program for this 
world or any other, no purpose in the universe or in time or eternity that does not center 
in and on his Son.  
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The heart-stilling and mind-bending claim of John 3:16 is this: God gave his Son, his 
only Son. No abstract ides, no theories, no platitudes, but divinity wrapped in flesh. The 
Greek word for “one and only” is monogenes, an adjective compounded of monos 
(“only”) and genes (“species, race, family, offspring, kind”). When used in the Bible, “one 
and only” almost always describes a parent-child relationship. Monogenes, then, 
highlights the particular relationship between Jesus and God. Though God is the Father 
of all humanity, Jesus alone is the monogenetic Son of God, because only Christ has 
God’s genes or genetic makeup.  
 

3. We learn of God's will concerning our salvation. 
The apostle Peter wrote, “The Lord does not . . . want any to perish but all to come to 
repentance” (2 Peter 3:9). Perish is a sobering word. We’d like to remove the word from 
John 3:16 and the entire Bible, wouldn't we? The word makes sinners tremble. It implies 
the end of existence. It connotes destruction and death. We have all seen people 
destroy their bodies with alcohol, drugs, and diseases that come from promiscuous sex. 
But God threatens to allow sin to complete its work beyond the grave by destroying the 
soul. The soul does not perish like the body; the soul is immortal. Sinners take with 
them into eternity unquenchable thirsts, terrible passions and appetites, mad cravings 
and inflamed desires, fierce longings and furious hates, ravenous lusts, white-hot 
tempers, and spine chilling fears. Those destructive character traits will continue to 
ravage the soul and will never be satisfied or stilled. 
 
But that is not what God wills for us. We don’t like to think about death, destruction, hell, 
and the like. But Jesus knows that it is real and does something about it. God provided 
a way out for us. A way to escape destruction and spiritual death. A different path. 
“Salvation is free, but it is not cheap,” theologians often say. It’s free to us, but it cost 
God his Son.  
 
In the end, some perish, and some live. The determining difference is not works or 
talents, pedigrees, or possessions. Our belief determines the difference. Again, we 
encounter Jesus. He is the One who saves people from their sins, writes their names in 
life's eternal book, secures them a place in the family of God, and provides them a 
home in heaven. 
 
The word believes reminds us that God calls on us to trust his Son. John 3:15 states, 
“so that everyone who believes in him may have eternal life.” Faith is the basis of a right 
relationship with God. The verb form of faith frequently is translated “to believe” in 
English. But giving intellectual assent to a set of doctrines is not faith. To believe is to 
establish a personal commitment to Jesus Christ in response to his invitation. To 
believe is to make a conscious move toward God through his Son, Jesus Christ.  
 
Think of it as a process, a journey. God had a role to play in the redemption drama—his 
love and justice mingle together. He originated the process. Jesus had a role to play—
his life and sacrifice mark time. He continued the process. But you and I have a role to 
play, as well. We are to believe, to trust, to accept what Jesus did for us and own it. We 
have to finalize the process based on faith. We have a responsibility. To understand 
what God offers and see what Jesus did and to walk away from it is the highest crime, 
the ultimate sin. The greatest insult we can offer to God is to say to him, "I can't trust 
you." 
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4. We witness God's act concerning his sacrifice. 

Usually, when we mention acts of God, we are reminded of horrific events—tornadoes, 
hurricanes, earthquakes, tsunamis, and the like. But there is no more horrific event than 
to take a pure and sinless person, nailing him to a cross for the salvation of dirty and 
sinful humankind. Yet that is what God did for us. His Son was stripped, beaten, 
tormented, abused, and sacrificed for us. 
 
Abraham was asked to take that which was dearest to him—his only son—and sacrifice 
him on the altar. He was willing. The Rich Young Ruler was asked to take that which 
was dearest to him—his worldly possessions—and give them up to follow Jesus. He 
didn't. Now we turn our attention towards God. Any good leader would not ask his 
followers to do something that he is not willing to do himself. Yet willingly, Jesus made 
the ultimate sacrifice. 
 
The apex of John 3:16 is the word gave, expressing the genuine self-giving nature of 
God. God willingly gave his Son—his one and only Son—for the salvation of the world.  
 
The kingdom of God is about extravagant love demonstrated by God for the salvation of 
people. And God made the ultimate sacrifice by giving his Son to die an excruciating 
death on a cross as payment for our sins. The measure of one's sacrifice demonstrates 
what matters most. If you ever wonder what matters most to God, look no further than 
the cross. It is you. He gave his Son for you. 
 
God’s gift to us was not a gift wrapped in paper, but in passion; not placed around a 
tree, but on a cross, and not covered with ribbons, but sprinkled with blood.  
 
The ultimate sacrifice was made by Jesus to deal with our lost condition.  
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