
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study Holy.   

Introduction: The military teaches its officers, "familiarity breeds contempt." Have we 
become so familiar with God that we no longer see him in his grandeur, his majesty, his 
power, his awesomeness? It's like seeing the ocean. If you see it each year, it's no big 
deal, but if you are viewing it for the first time, it's overwhelming.  
 
God is an exalted God, a holy God. The single word holiness summarizes God. He is 
above all things and before all things. 
 
Holiness means “to be set apart.” God is not like us at all, not in any way. He's different. 
We would say "awesome" or "unbelievable" or "unfathomable." God is more righteous 
and pure, more piercing and powerful, more strong, and impenetrable than anything we 
can imagine. God is "so other"—so holy—that it is beyond our comprehension. God is 
entirely apart and entirely different from you and me. God is utterly separate from all 
that is human. Holiness is the moral character of God. He is pure; he is complete; he is 
whole. 
 
Isaiah came to see God rightly. As recorded in Isaiah 6, Isaiah was moved when he 
caught a glimpse of God's holiness. Five insights into God's holiness captured him.  
 

1. Holiness describes separation. (v. 1) 
A personal and vocational crisis confronted Isaiah. His beloved King—the one he knew 
and had prophesied under was dead. Uzziah had ruled Judah for approximately 40 
years. Isaiah was born and grew to manhood during the reign of Uzziah. He had never 
known another king. His reign brought peace and prosperity like Israel had not known 
since the days of Solomon.  
 
Since kingship is unfamiliar to us, it is difficult for us to comprehend the significance of 
such an event. A good king would be like a loving patriarch to a family, or a beloved 
coach to a team, or an effective pastor to a congregation. His presence inspired the 
nation with a sense of strength and security. But his death filled them with sadness, 
confusion, and concern.  
 
When his world was in transition and his country in chaos, Isaiah visited the temple in 
Jerusalem. While there, he looked upward. Uzziah was dead, but Isaiah saw another 
King seated upon a throne—the position of a monarch seated in the place of sovereign 
authority. Judah's throne was empty, but the King of kings occupied heaven's throne. 
Judah's throne was in transition, but God was seated on his heavenly throne. Judah's 
king would come and go, but heaven's King would reign forever and ever. He saw God 
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"high and exalted," perceiving the transcendence and the power of God in the heavens. 
He saw "the train of his robe filling the temple," indicating the presence of the Lord was 
overwhelming and complete. 
 
Unfortunately, we have lost this view of God in our generation: the high, exalted, lofty, 
exclusive, unparalleled, unprecedented character of God. God is not the "Man 
Upstairs." God is not whatever my conscience or imagination would like him to be. And, 
we dare not say, "When I get to heaven, I'm going to tell God a thing or two." God is 
mysterious, indescribable glory, and he dwells in unapproachable light. God is infinite 
holiness.  
 

2. Holiness demands caution. (vv. 2-4) 
Once Isaiah looked up and saw God, then quickly, he looked around and noticed 
around God's throne stood an unspecified number of seraphs. The term used of these 
heavenly beings comes from a root word meaning "to burn," suggesting that the 
seraphs are the guardians of the blazing holiness of God. Each seraph had six wings, 
two to cover their face in token of reverence, two to cover their feet in an emblem of 
modesty, and two to fly, a symbol of their readiness to serve.  
 
The seraphim displayed a carefulness around God. Holiness rightly understood 
demands caution. One must be very careful with God and the things of God.  
 
If you hauled a box of TNT or loaded a bomb that could be set off with the slightest 
movement, wouldn’t you handle it carefully and cautiously? We are to treat God in the 
same manner.  
 

3. Holiness declares God’s glory. (v. 3) 
The seraphs, in later understanding, were believed to be the highest "choir" of angels. 
In this instance, they stand to sing in antiphonal praise. Ringing through the throne 
room of heaven, they proclaim the holiness of God. Their repetition of the word holy 
served to emphasize the uniqueness of Israel's God, in much the same way as we do 
by italics or underlining or with a superlative. Please note that holiness is the only 
attribute of God presented in Scripture with a threefold repetition. Angels do not sing, 
"Love, love, love" or "Just, just, just"—they only sing "Holy, holy, holy."  
 
This characteristic of holiness does not mean that God is distant from humans, just that 
he is different from humans. God is not remote and removed; God is up close and 
personal. We don’t have to go in search of God to worship him. God is all around us. 
This truth is what Isaiah realized when he wrote: "his glory fills the whole earth” (Isa. 
6:3). Isaiah was experiencing a total awareness of God. He was surrounded by the 
divine presence so that he could not escape it no matter where he turned.  
 
Our spiritual eyes will catch glimpses of God everywhere. Unfortunately, we can miss 
him. We, humans, can shut God out of our lives. We put on blindfolds and go through 
our days as if God does not exist. We need to reawaken to God's glory. 
 

4. Holiness determines our sinfulness. (v. 5) 
Isaiah looked up at God and looked around at the seraphs, and then he was compelled 
to look inward, where he saw his sinfulness. He saw that the angelic beings could 
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praise God because their lips were pure, but Isaiah's lips were unclean, and he was a 
vile man. His vision of God led him to confess his sinfulness. Isaiah had pronounced 
"Woe!" on the sinners of Judah in Isaiah 5, but now Isaiah had to pronounce "Woe!" on 
himself. It is not enough only to see God, for if we truly see God as he is, we will also 
see ourselves as we are. With revelation from God always comes the response.  
 
Isaiah saw God, but rather than shriek in joy or yelp in amazement, his first word was 
the word of a prophet: “Woe!” Our rough equivalent might be, “I’m doomed!” It was a cry 
not of happiness but anguish. Isaiah had been living in the darkness. Like a man 
wearing a white suit in a darkened coal mine, he had no idea how dirty he was—until 
the awesomeness of God’s light shone on him. He saw his unworthy state before a holy 
God. He had never realized the depth of his sin until he stood in the light of God's 
holiness. Isaiah knew he was done. The word ruined means to be cut off, cut down, or 
destroyed. Isaiah thought that a sinner such as he, looking in the face of God, meant 
certain death.  
 
Understanding holiness is like seeing a coin with two distinct sides. On one side, 
holiness is seeing God as he is—Sovereign, Majestic, Holy. On the other hand, holiness 
is seeing ourselves as we are—Sinful, Wretched, Destroyed. When we look upward to 
see God in his glory, we are compelled to look inward to see our spiritual inadequacy. 
Looking in God's eyes, we catch a reflection of ourselves. It is not pretty.  
 
During this encounter, Isaiah saw something—God; he heard something—the doorpost 
and threshold shaking, but he also felt something—the touch of grace and forgiveness 
(vv. 6-7). One of the seraphs brought Isaiah the cleansing he needed--the touch of 
grace. The message of the gospel. The good news of Jesus. It was a lump of live coal. 
According to Paul, we offer ourselves as "living sacrifices" (Rom. 12:1). Living sacrifices 
feel the effects of live coals. Then, he touched his lips. The spokesman for God required 
cleansed lips. One can't speak powerfully for God until one has been affected by the 
purifying live coal of God's hand. One can't speak for God without a heart like God's. 
Remember, there is no painless cure for sin—suffering and death secure forgiveness. 
Now, Isaiah stood before a holy God cleansed. He came as a lowly sinner, and God 
lifted him as a saint.  
 

5. Holiness dictates our service. (v. 8) 
Having looked upward at the face of a holy, glorious God, then looked around at the 
angels surrounding the throne, then looked within at his sinfulness, now, he looked 
outward. As a sinful yet forgiven and redeemed believer, Isaiah heard the call of God. 
Isaiah went from looking upward to looking around to looking inward to now looking 
outward. Isaiah saw God, saw the angels, saw himself, then he saw others in need of 
God. When God asked, “Whom shall I send? Who will represent me?” Isaiah, the 
redeemed sinner, and rejuvenated prophet sprang to his feet, waving his hand wildly in 
the air, declaring: “I want to go! I will do it! I will be your man in the world! Look at me! 
Here I am! Send me! Send me!”  
 
Isaiah was a new man. He was so overwhelmed with gratitude that he was willing to 
place himself entirely in God's hands. God had taken care of his past; he could have his 
future, as well.  
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Isaiah did not know the nature of his mission; he was making himself available. He 
would go wherever God wanted. It was after Isaiah said, "Send me" that God said, 
"Go." 
 
Conclusion: Here are a few questions to consider.  

• If holiness describes separation, when is the last time we comprehended God for 
who he is?  

 
• If holiness demands caution, are we careful with the things of God?  

 
• If holiness declares God’s glory, do we marvel at God’s glory and give him credit 

for his work?  
 

• If holiness determines our sinfulness, then why do we continue to live in sin?  
 

• If holiness dictates our service, are we serving and telling others about this God 
and his impact on our lives?  
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