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EXTRA! Ideas for Adults – When Life Gets Hard – Session 4 
Date: February 2, 2020 

What is God's Answer to Suffering? 

The Point: God's actions are often beyond our understanding, 

but we can trust Him. 

  

Get Into the Study 

Use the following information to introduce Question #1. 

Citizens of Colorado have been seeing lots of drones in the sky the past few months and 

authorities are investigating. Between November 23, 2019, and January 13, 2020, there have 

been 90 reports of suspicious drone activity, including some reports of large-sized drones flying 

in groups. Colorado investigators have determined that some of the reported drones are actually 

planets, stars, atmospheric conditions, commercial aircraft, or small hobby drones. So far 

investigators have not determined that the drones are involved in any illegal activities. They 

continue to investigate the drones. 

Say: Investigators are still working to solve the mystery of the suspicious drone activity in 

Colorado. Call attention to question #1 (What’s a mystery you’d most like to see solved?) and 

invite volunteers to respond. 

Information for this post was gleaned from: 

https://www.cnn.com/2020/01/13/us/drones-colorado-nebraska-investigation/index.html 

https://mailchi.mp/fde339578a4f/colorado-dhsem-releases-2019-colorado-state-emergency-

operations-plan-1374537 

— Donna McKinney wrote this Leader Extra. Donna is retired from a career with the federal 

government of the United States. She is a veteran Bible study group leader living in North 

Carolina.  

  

Study the Bible 

Use the following information to supplement Question #4. 

When a tornado passed through Anniston, Alabama, on January 11, it toppled the steeple on First 

Baptist Church of Saks, and tore a hole in the roof of the church. The tornado was part of a 

deadly storm system that killed 11 people as it passed through Alabama, Arkansas, Louisiana, 

Mississippi, Missouri, Oklahoma, South Carolina, Texas, Ohio, and Iowa. Kenneth Todd 
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Stewart, the senior pastor, described the damage to the church building. "Our damage to our 

facility ... was minimal in that the entire steeple blew over, laid down on its side, but it did not 

fall off of the building," he said. Despite the damage to the church building, the congregation 

gathered for worship services the next day. "Worship went forward, and people gave thanks and 

praised God that things were not worse than they were," Stewart said. The people who gathered 

to worship offered "thanksgiving unto the Lord that His hand of providence and protection was 

with our people and our community,” he said. “We actually opened our service with 'To God Be 

the Glory.' Great things he has done, indeed." 

Say: The congregation at First Baptist Church of Saks, gathered to thank God for His protection 

and presence through the deadly storm. Call attention to question #4 (When has God proven His 

trustworthiness to you in the midst of suffering?) and invite volunteers to respond to the question. 

Information for this post was gleaned from: 

http://www.bpnews.net/54161/update-disaster-relief-teams-respond-to-us-storms  

— Donna McKinney wrote this Leader Extra. Donna is retired from a career with the federal 

government of the United States. She is a veteran Bible study group leader living in North 

Carolina.  

 Additional Questions 

Icebreaker 

 Who is someone you can always trust? 

 What is it about a mystery story that gets your attention? 

 When have you trusted someone else to make a decision for you? 

Job 40:1-5 

 When have you struggled to understand difficult circumstances in your life? 

 Is it acceptable for us to question God or feel frustrated by His plan? Explain. 

 How would you describe Job’s response to God’s question? 

Job 40:6-8 

 How has God proven Himself just and trustworthy in your life? 

 How does God’s justice differ from human views of justice? 

 What does humility before the Lord look like? 

Job 42:1-6 

 What can we learn from Job about how to wrestle with questions of suffering? 

 In Job’s concluding remarks, what does he ultimately acknowledge about God? 

 How did Job demonstrate humility before God in these verses? 
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