
FAMILY CONNECTION
Use these discussion starters to help foster a spiritual conversation with your family.
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CONNECTION 
POINT: Godliness 
with contentment is 
great gain.

THE BIBLE MEETS 
LIFE: Possessions 
can give us a feeling 
of security. That 
sentiment, if left 
unchecked, can lead to 
hoarding. If possessions 
give me security, then 
more possessions 
will give me more 
security. This is not 
just a problem with 
hoarders. Most of us 
feel better off with more 
possessions, or at least 
better possessions. But 
the contentment we 
seek from such things 
eludes us. God offers us 
a simpler approach to 
contentment: it grows 
out of our relationship 
with Him.

LIVE IT OUT: Your 
student has been 
encouraged to take 
practical steps to take 
his or her faith and 
Live It Out.

PRESCHOOL

KIDS

STUDENTS

Scripture: Matthew 14:22-33

Live It Out: Show the Bible story picture on this page and talk about the Bible story. Explain 
that walking on the water was a miracle, something only God and Jesus can do. Use a picture 
Bible to find and talk about other stories of miracles that Jesus performed.

Jesus told His disciples to go to the other side of the lake in a boat. Jesus went up the 
mountain to pray.

After many hours, the boat was far away from land. The wind was blowing the boat. Jesus 
came to His disciples, walking on the water. When the disciples saw Him, they were afraid.

When Jesus told them to not be afraid, Peter said, “Jesus, let me walk to You on the water.” 
Jesus replied, “Come.”

When Peter began to walk, he became afraid of the wind and the water. Peter called out to 
Jesus for help. Jesus took Peter’s hand.

When Jesus and Peter got into the boat, the wind stopped. The disciples were amazed.

Scripture: Matthew 14:22-33

Live It Out: Talk with your child about some of his favorite Bible stories about Jesus. Discuss 
what Jesus was teaching through these stories about His nature. Explain that because Jesus 
was fully God, He did miracles, and He wants us to know and believe He still can perform 
miracles.

After a long day of teaching by the lake, Jesus sent His disciples across the lake while He 
went up on a mountain to pray.

While the men were still trying to get across, a big wind came up, tossing the boat on the 
water. Jesus came to the boat, walking on top of the water. The disciples were afraid!

Peter asked to walk to Jesus on the water. But as he stepped out of the boat, his attention 
was drawn to the waves. Peter became afraid and began to sink. Jesus reached out and took 
Peter’s hand. “Why did you doubt?” Jesus aksed.

When Jesus got into the boat, all the disciples worshiped Him. They knew He is God’s Son.

Scripture: 1 Timothy 6:6-11,17-19
• When has a desire for a specific possession led you to feel discontent?
• How can we recognize when money is becoming an idol?
• How do we maintain a healthy balance between valuing money and contentment?

Live It Out: God is the owner of all things, and everything He entrusts to us is to be used for 
His purposes and not for our own selfish desires. We experience true contentment when we 
see our own possessions as ultimately belonging to God and live trusting He will provide for 
us exactly what we need. 

The love of money is marked by selfish pursuits. However, Jesus taught that to love Him 
is to love others, even as we love ourselves (Mark 12:30-31). The church is to be characterized 
by the love we show each other. Consider someone in your church family in need of help, 
and with the help of your student, brainstorm ways you can help this friend. Recall ways you 
have been helped in the past as you talk with your student. 


