
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study Why Does 
Suffering Exist? The Bible mostly deals with the reality and the redemption of suffering 
and not so much its cause or origin. We certainly can see that things went off the rails in 
Genesis 3. But we can also discover where things went wrong by digging into the way 
that God provides redemption and there are few better places to see this than 
Revelation 21.  

Introduction:  

Sometimes when we go to the doctor or to a mechanic, we know what the problem is. 
At other times we come with car noises or weird descriptions of physical ailments. Good 
doctors and mechanics are able to fix our fixable issues. And though we might have 
gone into the appointment not knowing what the problem is we could easily discover our 
issue by the remedy that is given. If a good mechanic changes a muffler then it means 
that loud noise was due to a defective muffler. Likewise, we can assess the main issues 
with humanity by looking at God’s solution to the problems. There are few better places 
to see this answer than in Revelation 21 at the “end of the story”.  

The Bible does not major on answering questions of why. Instead it deals with the 
reality of things that are and tells the beautiful story of man’s ruin and God’s remedy. 
So, if we want to find an answer to the question of why do we suffer, it’s helpful for us to 
consider the overall story of the Bible. We can read of where things went wrong in 
Genesis 3 and we can also read of where God makes it right in Revelation 21.  

1. Suffering exists because of our fractured relationship with God 
Before creation the world was formless and empty. In one sense chaos ruled. In Old 
Testament lingo the sea was a picture of that unpredictable chaos—it was a symbol of 
that which was not yet redeemed. In the beginning God placed Adam and Eve in the 
Garden. It’s a picture of his protection over them.  

Imagine a violent storm outside a shelter. If you remain within that shelter you are safe. 
But as soon you emerge from your place of refuge you are on your own in the chaotic 
world of the storm. That is the picture of what happened with our first parents—and it’s 
a picture of how we are born into the world. Our fractured relationship with God puts us 
outside of our source of refuge. In fact, all suffering can be traced to this reality. 

We see that our fractured relationship is what God fixes first and foremost in Revelation 
21. Here we see that not only is the “sea no more” but also that God now fully dwells 
among the people. We are once again safely home.  
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2. Suffering exists because of the consequence of sin 
Romans 6:23 tells us that the wages of sin is death. Death is the biggest issue. It 
carries pain and tears and all manner of suffering. This is the payment for our rebellion. 
That is not to say that every instance of suffering is directly the result of sin (ours or the 
sin of another). But much suffering is the consequence of sin and the result of living in a 
broken world.  

When we are suffering and we don’t know why, it’s okay to assess our lives and see if 
our own personal sin is either a direct or an indirect cause. And we can do this because 
Revelation 21 is true. We know that ultimately all sin will be dealt with. And all of the  
consequences of sin will be dealt with. We can boldly explore these things. The counsel 
of Richard Sibbes is helpful here:  

It is dangerous, I confess, in some cases, with some spirits, to press too much 
and too long this bruising, because they may die under the wound and burden 
before they be raised up again. Therefore it is good in mixed assemblies to 
mingle comfort that every soul may have its due portion. But if we have this for a 
foundation truth, that there is more mercy in Christ than sin in us, there can be no 
danger in thorough dealing. It is better to go bruised to heaven than sound to 
hell. Therefore let us not take off ourselves too soon, nor pull off the plaster 
before the cure be wrought, but keep ourselves under this work till sin be the 
sourest, and Christ the sweetest, of all things. 

3. Suffering exists because of our current era 
Suffering happens because we are not yet in our restored and fully redeemed 
destination. We aren’t home yet. And until we are home things will not be as they 
should be. And that’s a good thing. Suffering creates in us a taste for the future.  

We see in Revelation 21:5-8 that Christ makes all things new. This means things are 
not yet fully made new, which means that on this side of glory suffering will happen. It’s 
not a matter of when you will suffer it’s more a matter of what we will do with our 
suffering.  

Conclusion:  

There are two types of people in Revelation 21. There are those who experience the 
fullness of God’s redemption. And there are those who are cast into the lake of fire. 
What’s the difference? One can read verse 8 and realize that all of us are guilty of at 
least some of the sins in the list. Who of us isn’t a liar? Scripture itself testifies to this 
fact.  

The difference is found in knowing what God is doing in the world. I’ve always liked how 
John Piper summarizes God’s great purpose in the world:  

God’s great purpose for the world is namely to fill this world with his glory by 
rooting out of his kingdom all sin and unbelief and filling it with white-hot 
worshippers from every people tongue tribe and nation.  In the seed of Abraham 
all families of the earth will be blessed.  All the families of the nations will worship 
before the Lord. 
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God is rooting out of his kingdom all sin and unbelief. That’s what you see in Revelation 
21:8. So the determining factor is whether or not we are connected to Christ. If we are 
part of the family of God, through Christ, then all the promises are ours and that means 
full redemption. But if we are not in Christ then our lot is to be outside of His kingdom.  

We may not be able to fully answer why suffering is happening in any given moment. 
But we know that Christ is making all things new. Will we trust Him with our suffering?  
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