
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study How to Know the 
Will of God, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small 
group study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit. 

The Point:  God works on your behalf – even in seemingly random circumstances. 

Introduction: When I was a young teenager, we had a wise and godly woman in our 
church named Mrs. Smith.  She was once married to a pastor, but she and her husband 
were no longer living together.  I don’t remember all the details, but I believe she said 
he was in an accident in which he suffered brain injury, and he was no longer in his right 
mind.  It was bad enough that he had left her, but even worse was the fact that neither 
of them really had any control over the situation (as I said, he was not in his right mind).  
Mrs. Smith sometimes told that story to remind us teens that life is not always fair. 

Most people understand that life in this world can often be quite cruel (if you don’t know 
that, chances are you haven’t lived long enough).  Sometimes bad things happen that 
are beyond anyone’s control.  This raises an inevitable question: Where is God?  Why 
does He allow such terrible things to happen?  How can we trust Him – let along praise 
Him – when our lives seem to be falling apart? 

I. Trust God’s Spirit. 
 
A. He helps us pray when we don’t know how to pray. 

1. Why do we not always know how to pray? 
a. We do not always know the will of God. 
b. Sometimes it seems there are no good alternatives. 

• During the last presidential election, many Christians expressed 
their dislike of both candidates.  I understood and shared their 
feelings, but it gave me a new appreciation for the Holy Spirit’s 
intercession.  I knew I was supposed to pray for the election, but 
I wasn’t sure how I should pray, so I simply claimed this verse 
and prayed for God’s will to be done. 

2. Sometimes we have emotions that are too deep for words. 
a. We are too confused to know the right words. 
b. We are too overwhelmed to express ourselves properly. 

• An old spiritual says, “I may not preach like Peter, I may not 
pray like Paul.”  The truth is, sometimes even Paul didn’t know 
how to pray! 
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B. The Holy Spirit intercedes when we don’t know to pray.  
1. He searches our hearts. 

a. He understands our emotions when we cannot express them. 
b. He weeds out prayers that come from wrong motives. 

2. He knows the will of God.   
a. He intercedes when we pray from ignorance, or when our prayers 

are outside the will of God. 
• When I was in seminary, I tried to develop the habit of praying 

for my pastor, especially on Sunday mornings.  I remember 
praying for him one Sunday morning, and when I got to church, 
I suddenly remembered we had a guest preacher.  I jokingly told 
my pastor I had prayed for the wrong man!  He laughed and 
said, “That’s okay.  The Lord knew.”  He was right.  The Holy 
Spirit intercedes when our prayers are incorrect.   

b. He works in our hearts to make us submissive to God’s will.    
 

II. Trust God’s sovereignty. 
 
A. “All things work together for good” – This passage is often misunderstood. 

1. Paul was speaking within the context of present suffering. 
a. God does not always protect us from the consequences of our poor 

moral choices or foolishness. 
b. Though hardships and suffering come in this life, God is able to use 

them for His glory.   
2. How does God use our suffering for good? 

a. It makes us more like Christ. 
b. It teaches us compassion for others. 
c. It provides us opportunities to minister to others. 

• As I write this, our church is winding up Vacation Bible School.  
This year’s mission study focused on Jorge Santiago, who 
serves in Puerto Rico.  Shortly after he arrived there, the island 
was devasted by Hurricane Maria.  Many people lost their 
homes, and they were without electricity for months.  Jorge 
acquired some washing machines and a generator, and he set 
up a laundromat in the local elementary school.  This enabled 
him to talk to many people and tell them about Jesus.  Later, he 
used his generator to re-open the school, and he also started a 
church.  Hurricane Maria was devastating, but God used this 
tragedy to bring people to faith in Jesus.   

B. What is God’s “purpose”? 
1. He predestined us to be like Jesus. 

a. His predestination is based on His foreknowledge. 
b. Predestination is not something we can fully understand but it is 

comforting to know that we have been chosen by God.   
2. The effects of our predestination. 

a. He called us to be His children. 
b. He justified us (declared us righteous).   
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c. He glorified us.  This will not be complete until Jesus returns, but 
from God’s perspective, it is as good as done. 

 
III. Trust God’s success. 

 
A. Since God has chosen us, we have no reason to fear. 

1. He has won the final victory over sin. 
a. No one can rightly accuse or condemn us, because God has 

already declared us righteous. 
b. We are secure for eternity (John 10:27-30). 

2. He has won the final victory over death. 
a. We have a better home waiting for us in heaven. 
b. People may take away our possessions, our freedom, our status, 

and many other things, but they cannot take our home in heaven.     
B. We can trust him with our circumstances.  

1. He gave us His own Son. 
a. He does not have to prove that He loves us, because He already 

proved it by sending Jesus.  
b. He has saved us by His grace (Eph. 2:8-10). 

• Most people define “grace” as “unmerited favor”.  Personally, I 
like H.A. Ironside’s definition best.  He said grace is “unmerited 
favor toward those who merit the opposite”.   

2. We can trust Him to keep His other promises. 
a. He has not promised us a life free of hardship, but He has promised 

us final victory (John 16:33). 
b. When we get to heaven, our earthly troubles will seem as nothing.    

 

Conclusion: One of the all-time great preachers was Vance Havner.  People called him 
the “Will Rogers of the American Pulpit” because he had such a droll wit.  Perhaps the 
most difficult time in his life came in 1973, when his beloved wife Sara was stricken with 
Cushing’s disease.  That’s a disease of the pituitary gland, and very little was known 
about it in those days.  Dr. Havner watched his wife slowly deteriorate from this illness 
until God finally called her home.  He later wrote a book about this ordeal called Though 
I Walk Through the Valley.  He was very transparent about how these experiences put 
his faith to the test.  In the end, he still didn’t understand, but he did come to a deeper 
level of trust in God.  God doesn’t always explain Himself to us, but He does promise to 
be with us.  He uses our suffering to bring us to a deeper faith and to make us walk 
more closely with Him.  You’re reminded that even in the darkest times, God is still God. 
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