
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study How to Know the 
Will of God, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small 
group study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit. 

The Point:  The Holy Spirit will guide us in knowing His will. 

Introduction: When I was in college, I took a course in philosophy.  Some people may 
wonder what philosophy has to do with the real world.  I used to wonder that, too, but 
when I took a course in philosophy, I realized that it does deal with some very legitimate 
questions.  As my professor explained, the word “philosophy” comes from two Greek 
words: philia, which means “love”, and sophia, which means “wisdom.”  Philosophy, 
then, is the love of wisdom.  We talked about what it means to be human, why we are 
here in the world, and why the world is filled with so much evil and suffering.  People 
from all walks of life ponder these questions.   
 
The apostle Paul was writing to the church at Corinth.  Their city was only about fifty 
miles from Athens, which in those days was the world’s center of philosophy. Many 
people in the church were looking for wisdom in the wrong places. Many Christians 
today are making that same mistake: they’re seeking wisdom from manmade 
philosophy, rather than from the Spirit of God.  As Paul reminded the Corinthians, God 
imparts a different kind of wisdom to us, and it comes only from the Holy Spirit. 
 

I. The secrecy of God’s wisdom. 
 
A. It is for those who are “perfect” (that is, “complete”, or “mature”). 

1. Whom did Paul have in mind? 
a. Some believe he was contrasting spiritually mature Christians with 

those who are spiritually immature. 
b. Others say he was contrasting believers with unbelievers.  This 

seems to fit the context better. 
2. What is the nature of God’s wisdom? 

a. It is a mystery (to unbelievers). 
b. It was “ordained” (or “predestined”) by God.  In this case, Paul was 

not referring to individuals, but to God’s plan of redemption. 
c. It is hidden from the “princes of this world”.  He was referring to the 

nobility and intelligentsia, especially the Pharisees and Sadducees. 
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B. Paul cited Isaiah 64:4 to reinforce his point.  
1. “God has prepared” – Paul was not just referring to heaven, though 

God’s plan certainly does include that. 
a. Your very existence is part of God’s plan. 
b. Your purpose in life is to glorify the God who created you. 

2. Proverbs 1:7 says, “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge, 
but fools despise wisdom and instruction.”    
a. Wisdom does not end there, but it begins with the fear of the Lord. 
b. When we realize who God is, we love Him all the more, and we 

desire to do what pleases Him. 
 

II. The source of God’s wisdom. 
 
A. God reveals His wisdom through the Holy Spirit. 

1. The Holy Spirit knows “the deep things of God”. 
a. The Holy Spirit is not an “it”.  He is the Third Person of the Trinity. 
b. Not even people can truly know one another, but the Holy Spirit 

fully knows the heart and mind of God. 
• Before my Dad died, he and Mom were married for almost 54 

years.  They knew each other quite well.  Yet every now and 
then, someone will come across a picture that Mom does not 
remember, or one of Dad’s family will tell a story about him that 
she never heard.  Mom knew Dad as well as anyone, but some 
things about him are still a mystery even to her.   

2. The Holy Spirit lives in every believer. 
a. Some groups draw a distinction between believers who have the 

Holy Spirit and believers who do not.  Such distinctions are foreign 
to Scripture (Romans 8:9). 

b. You receive the Holy Spirit when you trust in Jesus as your Lord 
and Savior.    

B. The Holy Spirit teaches us God’s wisdom. 
1. He does not tell us everything we want to know, but He does tell us 

everything we need to know. 
a. Jesus told His disciples the Holy Spirit would pick up where He left 

off (John 14:25-26; 16:12-14). 
b. He guides us according to God’s Word. 

• When I was a pastor in Missouri, I was told of a local pastor who 
did not want his people to bring their Bibles to church.  He said 
he would tell them what they needed to know.  You show me a 
preacher with that attitude, and I’ll show you someone who is 
very likely preaching false doctrine!  The Holy Spirit will never 
contradict the written Word of God. 

2. His wisdom is always superior to human wisdom. 
a. “We also speak these things, not in words taught by human 

wisdom, but in those taught by the Spirit, explaining spiritual things 
to spiritual people.  -- 1 Corinthians 2:13 (CSB)” – Paul was not 
saying Christians should not learn from one another (that would 



©LifeWay Christian Resources www.biblestudiesforlife.com  
  

have defeated his purpose in writing).  He was saying that he and 
other Christian teachers taught a different kind of wisdom. 

b. “Comparing spiritual things with spiritual” – Other translations say, 
“Combining spiritual thoughts with spiritual words.”  Paul meant we 
Christians have a vocabulary the world does not understand (“lost”, 
“saved”, “born again”, “regeneration”, etc.). 

 
III. The significance of God’s wisdom. 

 
A. The “natural man” cannot comprehend it. 

1. The word translated “natural” is the Greek word psuchikos, from which 
we get the words “psyche”, “psychic”, and “psychology”. 
a. It refers to that which is governed by human instincts and desires. 
b. Even the human intellect has been corrupted by sin. 

2. The things of God are foolishness to the “natural man”. 
a. He may form opinions about God and the Bible, but he cannot truly 

know or understand the things of God. 
b. He may have a great intellect, but he cannot comprehend the 

things of God without the Holy Spirit. 
• This illustration is somewhat dated, but it gets the point across.  

Suppose you had a neighbor who came to your house, and he 
was bragging about his brand-new, widescreen color TV?  He 
goes on about it for some time, and he suddenly notices that his 
favorite movie is airing on your old secondhand black-and-white 
TV.  He decides to go home and watch his favorite movie on his 
new widescreen color TV, but when he tries to tune it in, he 
can’t find it.  During all of his bragging, you didn’t have a chance 
to tell him about your new satellite dish!  His TV set may be 
superior to yours, but he cannot tune in his favorite movie 
unless he’s connected to the satellite.  Likewise, an unsaved 
man may have a great intellect and vast knowledge, but he 
cannot comprehend the things of God without the Holy Spirit.1 

B. God’s wisdom is available to those who are “spiritual” – that is, those who 
have received the Holy Spirit through faith in Jesus Christ.   
1. We are “judged of no man”.  

a. That doesn’t mean Christians shouldn’t rebuke or discipline one 
another (Paul did it many times in 1 Corinthians alone).  

b. It means the world is not our final judge.  People may mock us and 
ridicule us, but God will have the final say.   

2. We have the mind of Christ.   
a. God is bigger and smarter than we are, so we have no business 

instructing Him (Paul cited Isaiah 40:13). 
b. The Holy Spirit enables us to see things from God’s perspective.  

He helps us distinguish between right and wrong, and to discern 
truth from falsehood. 
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Conclusion:  I graduated from high school in 1985, and one of the popular singers at 
the time was Boy George.  He was a man who dressed like a woman, and he was 
openly bisexual.  Our church youth group always attended the Youth Evangelism 
Conference in Nashville.  In those days, it was one of the biggest youth conferences in 
the country.  I remember attending the conference during my senior year, and one of 
the speakers mentioned Boy George in his sermon.  He said, “That guy is confused!”  
Most of us teenagers agreed, even the ones who liked his music.  He was an oddity in 
those days, but today, his brand of confusion has become quite commonplace.  Even 
many professing Christians have been led astray.  When people turn away from God, 
foolishness inevitably prevails.   
 
Yet that’s all the more reason why true believers need the wisdom of God.  Our world is 
drowning in foolishness, so we need His wisdom more than ever.  Study His Word and 
learn the power of the Holy Spirit.  He is the way to true wisdom. 
 

____________________________ 
1 Michael P. Green, ed. Illustrations for Biblical Preaching, Grand Rapids, MI: Baker 
Book House, 1989, pp. 425-426. 
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