
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study When Life Gets 
Hard, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group 
study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit. 

The Point:  As God comforts us, we are to comfort others.  

Introduction:  My Dad was a veteran of World War II, but he very seldom talked about 
his combat experiences.  Some time ago I mentioned that fact to young man who had 
served in Iraq.  He told me it’s kind of an “unwritten rule” among soldiers that they only 
discuss their battle experiences with other combat veterans.  He said other people can’t 
really understand what combat is like because they haven’t been there.  I’m sure that’s 
true.  In fact, Dad once told me that certain aspects of combat are very difficult to describe 
to people who haven’t actually experienced it.   

I can’t always understand what some people are going through, but there is Someone 
who does, and that is God.  He created you, and He knows you better than you know 
yourself.  Other people may not understand your problems, your pain, or your affliction, 
but I can assure you on the authority of God’s own Word that He does understand.  He 
never promised that we would avoid affliction in this life, but He did promise to be with us 
through it all, and to give us the strength to endure it. 

I. An explanation of God’s comfort. 
 
A. Paul spoke of “the God of all comfort”. 

1. The word translated “comfort” is the Greek word paraklesis.  It denotes 
solace and consolation. 
a. Many of the “prosperity preachers” take this verse out of context, 

and they say God wants us to have lives of ease and comfort. 
• I always cringe when I hear preachers on television talk about 

how God wants to bless us with wealth and prosperity.  People 
have put their hopes in this false gospel, and as a result, they 
became disillusioned with the Christian faith and rejected it.  
You can be sure the ones who proclaim this heresy will answer 
to God on the Day of Judgment.     

b. Paul knew that life in this world is not always easy, because he had 
personally suffered for Christ. 

2. God brings us comfort even in the midst of suffering. 
a. The word translated “tribulation” in verse four has been defined as 

“distress brought about by outward circumstances”. 
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b. God does not always shield us from the ugliness of this fallen 
world, but He does give us comfort us in the midst of it. 

c. He can use your afflictions to comfort others who have are going 
through the same things. 

B. He noted that “the sufferings of Christ abound in us”. 
1. Most likely, he was referring to the sufferings that result from being a 

follower of Jesus. 
a. Jesus warned His disciples that they would face persecution for His 

sake (John 15:18-25). 
b. The idea of suffering for Christ is foreign to most Americans, but the 

day may come when we have to choose between Christ and our 
personal comfort.   

2. Paul had suffered plenty, but it was for the sake of the Corinthians. 
a. He had risked life and limb so they could hear the Gospel. 
b. When the Corinthians became believers, they suffered for Christ 

just as Paul did, but they also experienced God’s comfort. 
• Thirty years ago, none of us could have imagined a day when 

business owners would be sued or even forced out of business 
because they would not affirm homosexuality.  Yet we see it 
happening today, and if current trends continue, it will only get 
worse.  However, the God of comfort will still be with us. 

 
II. An example of God’s comfort.   
 

A. Paul spoke of the trouble he had encountered in Asia. 
1. Ephesus was the capital of Asia.  Paul spent a lot of time there, and he 

endured quite a bit of persecution. 
a. A silversmith named Demetrius stirred up the crowd against Paul 

and nearly caused a riot (Acts 19:13-41). 
b. In a later chapter, Paul detailed other persecutions he had suffered 

for the cause of Christ (2 Cor. 11:23-30). 
2. These experiences had only increased his trust in God. 

a. He was doing dangerous work, so he did not trust in himself. 
b. Though he risked his life every day, he knew God could raise the 

dead, so he had no need to worry.   
• 2001 was a very rough year for my family.  Early in that year, 

my sister died after a long battle with cancer.  Then my Dad 
died just three months later.  Then another sister went through a 
very bitter divorce.  Of course, we all remember the tragedy that 
happened on September 11 that year.  I don’t claim to know 
why God allowed those things to happen, but I do know this 
season was one of my greatest periods of spiritual growth.   

B. He expressed his gratitude for the Corinthians’ prayers.  
1. If God already knows everything, why do we need to pray? 

a. God could meet our needs before we ask Him, but if He did, we 
would probably never pray. 

b. Like any loving father, God wants His children to talk to Him. 
• When I was in college and seminary, I would often visit my 

parents during breaks.  When it was time for me to go back, my 
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Dad would often stand outside and see me off, and he would 
always say, “Be sure and call when you get home, or your Mom 
will worry.”  Over time, I began to realize that was all a ruse.  
The truth was, Dad worried about me, and he wanted to make 
sure I got home okay.  God doesn’t worry about us (He knows 
our problems before we do), but He does want a relationship 
with us.  That alone is reason enough to pray. 

2. Do we really believe in the power of prayer? 
a. Do we pray for God to move in our churches? 
b. Do we pray for wisdom in making big decisions? 
c. Do we pray for genuine spiritual awakening in America? 

• Adrian Rogers used to say, “Prayer is the greatest Christian 
privilege, it is the greatest Christian service, and it is the 
greatest Christian failure.” 

 
Conclusion:  Chuck Swindoll, the famous pastor and writer, is a veteran of the U.S. 
Marine Corps.  In one of his books he talked about his days in boot camp.  He recalled 
the strict discipline, the rigorous physical exercise, the constant badgering and yelling by 
the drill instructor.  He said as he looked back on the experience, he realized that the 
purpose of boot camp was not so much to make as to break.  Many recruits came in all 
cocksure and smug, thinking they’d show everyone what they were made of.  The drill 
instructors already knew what the recruits were made of, and it was their job to break 
those arrogant attitudes.  Once the men were broken and humbled, then their sergeants 
and officers could build them into good Marines. 
 
 As Dr. Swindoll noted, sometimes God has to take us to His boot camp.  We think we’ve 
got all the answers and we can get along on our own strength.  Thus, God often allows 
pain and hardship to come into our lives.  These things break us, and we have no choice 
but to humble ourselves before God and acknowledge how desperately we need Him.  
When that happens, God begins to do mighty works among us, and He makes us into 
the kind of people He wants us to be.  Maybe you’re going through a difficulty right now.  
I don’t claim to know the reason for it, but I can assure you that God will somehow use 
this trial to make you into the person He wants you to be.  In the meantime, He may not 
take the crisis away, but He will give you the strength you need to endure it.  He is the 
God of all comfort. 
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