
 

 
C 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study When Life Gets 
Hard, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group 
study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit. 

The Point:  Jesus willingly experienced pain and suffering for our salvation.  

Introduction:  One of the all-time great comedy movies is Stanley Kramer’s It’s a Mad, 
Mad, Mad, Mad World.  It’s about a group of people who get involved in a madcap race 
to find $350,000.  Jonathan Winters played one of the people trying to get the money, 
and early in the movie he was left stranded on the road.  He flagged down a passing car, 
and the driver was Phil Silvers.  He asked him for a ride, but Silvers declined.  Winters 
was getting desperate, so he decided to tell him the whole story.  Of course, he quickly 
got Silvers’ attention when he mentioned the $350,000.  Jonathan Winters began his story 
by saying, “When I tell you this, you just ain’t gonna believe it could have happened!”  Phil 
Silvers replied, “Try me.  I’m pretty gullible!”     

The prophet Isaiah had an announcement that the people of Israel would find difficult to 
believe.  He began this chapter with the words, “Who hath believed our report?”  His news 
was so incredible that the people would have a hard time believing it, and many would 
reject it altogether.  Isaiah had already warned them of their coming captivity, but he also 
told them that someday they would be allowed to return home.  Best of all, God would 
send His special “Servant” to restore Israel to a right relationship with Him.  This “Servant”, 
of course, was the Lord Jesus Christ.  He would redeem Israel, not in spite of His suffering 
and death, but by His suffering and death.   

I. The reality of His suffering. 
 
A. The Servant is identified in the preceding chapter (52:13-15). 

1. He would be “exalted and extolled”. 
a. It wasn’t unusual for a servant to “deal prudently” (act wisely), but it 

was unusual for a servant to be exalted. 
b. This Servant would also suffer terribly (52:14). 

2. He would “sprinkle many nations”.   
a. “Sprinkle” usually refers to the sprinkling of blood, as in atonement 

or cleansing. 
b. Even rulers would be awed by Him (John 19:7-12). 

B. He would be unlike anything people expected.  
1. He would be like “a root out of a dry ground”. 

a. The imagery is similar to Isaiah 11:1, where he spoke of “a rod out 
of the stem of Jesse.”  
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b. The Servant would come from an unlikely background (just as roots 
generally don’t grow out of dry ground). 

2. Many people would despise Him outright.   
• Today it is very popular to ask, “What would Jesus do?”  

However, many modern conceptions of Jesus are not in line 
with Scripture.  F.F. Bruce said, “It is all too easy to believe in a 
Jesus who is largely a construction of our own imagination – an 
inoffensive person whom no one would really trouble to crucify.  
But the Jesus we meet in the Gospels, far from being an 
inoffensive person, gave offence right and left.  Even his own 
loyal followers found him, at times, thoroughly disconcerting.” 1 

.  
II. The reasons for His suffering.   

 
A. He would be “smitten of God”, but not for any sins of His own. 

1. His suffering would be substitutionary.  
a. At least five times in this passage, Isaiah stated that the Servant 

would take punishment for our sins.   
b. Many people try to water down this aspect of Jesus’ death.2 

2. We are completely helpless to save ourselves.   
a. Isaiah said, “All we like sheep have gone astray.” 

• I had a friend in seminary who was from Kenya, and he had 
some experience with sheep.  He was intrigued by how easily 
sheep got lost.  He said when cattle wander away, they can find 
their way back, but sheep cannot.   

b. If we had to depend on our own efforts or ingenuity to save 
ourselves, we would all be in trouble.   

B. The Servant would suffer willingly. 
1. He would be like “a lamb to the slaughter”.   

a. Many animals resist when they are taken to be slaughtered, but 
sheep do not. 

b. Jesus could have gotten out of His suffering (Matt. 26:53), but He 
chose to suffer for our sins.   

2. He would be “cut off out of the land of the living”.  This was a fancy 
way of saying He would die.  
a. His death was very real.  
b. “Who shall declare his generation?” – Most likely, Isaiah meant 

most people would not consider His death significant. 
c. God knew the real reason for His suffering: “For the transgression 

of my people was he stricken”. 
 

III. The results of His suffering.   
 
A. The Lord would be pleased with the Servant’s suffering. 

1. This does not mean the Lord enjoyed seeing Jesus suffer, but He was 
pleased with the reasons for His suffering. 
a. His death was “an offering for sin”. 
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b. We no longer offer animal sacrifices in atonement for sin, because 
Jesus has made final atonement (Hebrews 9:24-28). 

2. “He shall prolong his days” – This means death would not be the end 
of the Servant. 
a. He rose from the dead, and He lives forevermore. 
b. He is coming again. 

B. The Servant would “divide the spoil with the strong”. 
1. The image is of a king who has won a great victory. 

a. When a king conquered city, he would often raid the city’s treasures 
and take their wealth as spoils of war. 

b. It was not unusual for kings to divide their spoils with other kings. 
2. Through the Servant’s suffering and death, He would win the greatest 

victory of all. 
a. His “spoils” will be the people He saved from eternal condemnation. 
b. When Jesus takes us home to heaven, we will join Him and the 

Father in an eternal victory celebration. 
 
Conclusion:  Norma McCorvey was known as “Jane Roe”.  She was the plaintiff in the 
Roe vs. Wade case, which legalized abortion throughout the country.  She grew up on 
the wrong side of the tracks, and she became pregnant at a young age.  She claimed she 
was raped, but she later admitted it wasn’t true.  She was recruited by attorneys who 
were pushing for the legalization of abortion, and they compounded her lie by claiming 
she was gang raped.  In her autobiography, Ms. McCorvey expressed her displeasure 
with the lead attorney, Sarah Weddington.  She did not seem to care for Norma as a 
person; she only cared about the case. 
 
 In 1995,  Norma came to know Jesus as her Savior.  She wrote about her conversion in 
her book, and she made a comment that I thought was rather profound:  
 

On many occasions, Sarah Weddington made it clear that to her I was nothing 
more than a name in a class-action lawsuit.  Jane Roe was all that mattered to 
Sarah; the real Norma McCorvey was irrelevant.  In Jesus, I realized it was exactly 
the opposite.  God did not view me solely through the lens of what I had done or 
how I had been used.  Now, after I had been forgiven, Jane Roe was irrelevant.  
The woman he loved – the woman he saved, was Norma Leah McCorvey.3 

 
 Friend, the same Jesus who loved Norma McCorvey loves you, and He died on the cross 
so you could be saved from your sins.  Through Jesus, the Suffering Servant, you can 
find forgiveness and new life just as Norma McCorvey did.  
 

_______________________________ 
 
1 F.F. Bruce, The Hard Sayings of Jesus, InterVarsity Press: Downers Grove, IL, 
1983, p. 15.  
 
2 See Robert B. Sloan’s article, “Frank Stagg”, in Theologians of the Baptist Tradition 
(revised edition), Timothy George and David S. Dockery, ed., Broadman and 
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Holman: Nashville, TN, 2001, pp. 267-268.  See also Kirby Godsey, When We Talk 
About God… Let’s Be Honest (for an excellent review of this book, see Albert 
Mohler’s blog, “When We Talk About Heresy… Let’s Be Honest”).   
 
3 Norma McCorvey, Won By Love, Thomas Nelson Publishers: Nashville, TN, 1997, 
p. 162. 
 

 

Ken Jones is the senior pastor of Worsham Baptist Church in Farmville, Virginia. He 
holds a B.S. in history from the University of Tennessee at Martin and an MDiv. from 
Mid-America Baptist Theological Seminary. His wife, Celia Carroll Jones, is an 
associate professor of government at Hampden-Sydney College. 

 


