
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study When Life Gets 
Hard, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group 
study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit. 

The Point:  God calls us to stand for those who suffer from injustice.  

Introduction:  Years ago, I was teaching a mission study in Vacation Bible School, and 
I happened to mention Robin Hood.  To my surprise and dismay, none of the children had 
ever even heard of him!  Robin Hood is a fictional character who lived in the days of King 
Richard the Lionhearted (some historians believe he was based on a real person).  It is 
said that he stole from the rich and gave to the poor, but that is an oversimplification.  He 
lived under a corrupt government that was unfairly taxing the poor.  He was not fighting 
the rich or even the government as such.  He was simply fighting injustice. 

We hear a lot of talk about “social justice” these days, but no one can seem to agree on 
what that term really means.  Ironically, many of the same people who promote “social 
justice” will tell us that there are no universal standards of right and wrong.  If there are 
no objective moral standards, then there can be no true justice.  As Christians, we know 
the Word of God is our moral authority.  What does it say about justice, and how should 
we treat those who suffer from injustice? 

I. A rebuke. 
 
A. The people were complaining to God. 

1. They had fasted, but God had not seemed to notice. 
a. They had dressed in sackcloth and spread ashes on themselves, 

which symbolized humility and repentance. 
b. Instead of truly repenting, they were trying to manipulate God. 

2. Their actions showed that they were not truly repentant. 
a. They still mistreated their laborers. 
b. “Ye fast for strife and debate” – The fact that they were fighting 

each other proved they were not seeking God. 
B. God has never been impressed by empty ritual. 

1. The Old Testament warns us about trying to mislead God. 
2. How do people try to deceive God today?   

a. By going to church only because it is expected of us. 
b. Giving to charity only to impress others. 
c. Making empty promises.   

• Movies and TV shows often depict people making various 
promises to God if He will spare their lives or do them some 
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other favor.  Of course, the minute the crisis has passed, they 
renege on their promises!  It is foolish for us to think we can 
bargain with God, since He already owns everything.   

 
II. A reminder. 

 
A. What did God want from the people? 

1. He wanted them to “loose the bands of wickedness”. 
a. They were to release people who had been unjustly enslaved. 
b. They were to treat their other slaves with justice and respect. 

• Slavery is understandably a sensitive subject in our country, and 
we are grateful that has been abolished.  Be that as it may, one 
would be hard-pressed to find a society in history that did not 
practice slavery at one time or another.  The Israelites were no 
exception, but their slaves did have some rights under the law, 
and God set specific limits on who could be enslaved for how 
long.  Evidently, the Israelites had ignored these commands 
(Jeremiah 34:8-22).    

2. He wanted them to show compassion on people in need.  
a. They were to feed the hungry. 
b. They were to give shelter to the homeless. 
c. They were to clothe the naked. 

B. How does this apply to Christians in the modern world? 
1. We are still commanded to show compassion to the needy. 

a. It shows that we truly belong to Christ (Matthew 25:31-46). 
b. It is evidence of God’s love in us (1 John 3:17). 

2. We have a duty to help victims of injustice.  These include: 
a. Unborn children. 
b. Victims of domestic abuse. 

3. We must balance compassion with discernment. 
a. We should not subsidize laziness (1 Thessalonians 3:10-11), 

neither should we subsidize people’s addictions.   
b. Our ideas of justice must be based on God’s Word, not on what is 

trendy or “politically correct”.   
 

III. A reward. 
 
A. If they turned back to God, their “light [would] break forth as the morning”.  

That is, it would be as though a new day had dawned. 
1. They would call on the Lord, and He would answer. 

a. He emphasized that they must truly repent (Isaiah 59:1-2). 
b. Their repentance must be shown through their actions. 

2. If they repented, God would bless them richly.   
a. The nation would recover from its assorted ills. 
b. They would be restored to their former glory.   

B. Does God still reward people who show compassion to the less fortunate? 
1. He blesses them materially. 

a. The old saying goes, “You can’t out-give God” (Luke 6:38). 
b. God blesses us with more so we can give more to others in need. 
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2. He blesses them spiritually. 
a. You learn the joy of giving. 
b. You develop a greater appreciation of God’s goodness.   

 
Conclusion:  When I was a college student, our Baptist Student Union went on a short-
term mission trip to the Baptist Children’s Home.  That week, I heard a speaker make a 
comment that has stuck with me ever since: “There is no ‘social gospel’, but there are 
many, many social implications of the Gospel.”  He was right.  We live in a fallen world, 
and God has not called us to stamp out every bit of injustice in our society (if we attempted 
to do that, we would never have time for anything else).  Neither has He called us to 
intervene in every petty dispute (Luke 12:13-14).  However, He does command us to 
show mercy to those in legitimate need, and this often requires us to stand up for people 
who cannot stand up for themselves.  It is not about “social justice” or “transforming 
society”; it is a simple matter of Christian compassion.  We serve a God of compassion, 
and He expects us show His compassion to people in need. 
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