
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study Answers to 
Tough Questions: Defending What You Believe, this sermon uses Paul’s testimony 
before Festus to communicate the effectiveness that any person’s testimony can have. 
Just as a testimony can be powerful evidence in a courtroom, so a person’s personal 
experience with God can have life-changing effects in those who hear it. 

Introduction: What is true is not dependent on perspective or pleasure. You might not 
see things the way they are, and you may not like what you see, but neither of these 
affects whether something is true. However, how you respond to truth will impact your 
benefit from it, and it will likely influence how others react to it as well. For example, 
your review of a product or service you have used can impact someone else’s 
willingness to do the same. 
 Paul gave his testimony before a powerful man. His words were not about 
vacuum cleaners, car repairmen, an action-packed movie, or a tasty-looking recipe. His 
statements were about Jesus and what Jesus had accomplished in his life. Paul stood 
that day defending his life. It was not his life, though, that was of the greatest concern to 
Him. Instead, he wanted his audience that day and all who would come after that 
original recipient to experience what Paul had – the saving work of Jesus in his life. 
 

1. Paul sought God in a sacred place. (Acts 26:2-5)  
 

Paul did not need convincing about God’s existence. Nor did someone persuade 
him that absolute truth existed, that the Roman gods were idols fashioned by 
men, or that God could not be reached through some other world religion. He 
knew who God was, and Paul worshipped God his whole life according to the 
pathway laid out for him. He sought God in the Temple at Jerusalem and by 
tightly following Jewish law. As far as he knew, he had found God. 
 Paul was a defender of the Jewish faith, long before he became a 
Christian. He viewed followers of the Way as those who misled others with false 
teaching about a dead teacher who they claimed to be the Messiah. He worked 
to destroy them like the infection he believed them to be. That’s what put him on 
the road to Damascus. 
 

2. God sought Paul on a dusty road. (Acts 26:12-15) 
 

Paul went to Damascus to arrest Christians. He hoped that if he harassed 
enough of them, the movement would die, and if it didn’t naturally, then he would 
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help the process along. He believed in his heart that what he was doing was 
what God wanted him to do. 
 Unbeknown to Paul, while he was seeking Christians, God was seeking 
him. Paul sought his prey to destroy them; God sought Paul to heal and 
repurpose him. 
 Paul heard God’s voice. Anyone who has heard God’s voice knows that 
God exists. Paul’s life was radically changed. He wound up at his intended 
destination, but with an outcome he did not intend.  

  
3. God and Paul found each other in an unlikely setting. (Acts 9:8-12, 17-18) 

 
Paul’s pursuit of Christians increased the distance between him and God. He 
kept running in the wrong direction. Thankfully, God was just as relentless to 
have Paul become one of His children as Paul was to arrest and imprison those 
who claimed they already were. 
  Paul expected to find God in the majestic temple. God revealed Himself 
on a common road. Paul believed the Law was the way to make himself pleasing 
to God. God wanted to show him grace so that Paul could be a testimony to 
others. Christians, to Paul, were misled at best and his sworn enemy at worst. 
Paul became their greatest human champion. 
 

4. God and Paul worked together to find others wherever they were. (Acts 
26:16-18, 24-26)  

 
Paul relished the opportunity to stand before Festus and communicate what God 
had done in his life. He, like many Christians would have, responded with, “Let 
me tell you my story.” His account gave glory to God, not to himself. His account 
told of the permanent and exhilarating transformation God had brought in his life 
and his reason for existence. 
 Paul didn’t recite before Festus the many adventures that he and God 
shared since the day of Paul’s conversion—the missionary journeys, the 
imprisonment, the shipwreck, or the beatings. Maybe Paul played back the 
recording in his mind as he talked. More likely, he joyfully thought of all the 
people God had used Paul’s witness to impact with the Gospel.  

God and Paul had quite an adventure together. Though his testimony did 
not bring Festus to Jesus (as far as we know), there was more story for Paul yet 
to experience. And that story has powerfully influenced generations of Christians 
ever since.  

 
Conclusion: Your experience, though it may be more powerful motivator to you than 
any hard piece of evidence, does not prove that something is true. Its value is in that it 
tells the benefit, or lack of it, that you gained through your investment. It creates 
questions and interest. Publicizing it online or in person may motivate others to act 
according to your recommendation. 
 Alone, a testimony is weak evidence. However, when you couple it with hard 
facts about who Jesus is, the legitimacy of the Bible, and evidence for God’s existence, 
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a testimony often becomes the factor which pushes people to finally make their decision 
for Jesus. Truth will often only influence people in their logic. Your story, though, can 
accomplish a change in people’s emotions and their will.  

You, a person they trust, decided to follow Jesus, a decision about which you 
have no regrets. Seeing the confidence you have in your choice and the changes that 
have occurred because of it often will motivate others to make the same choice. This is 
the most crucial step. Without it, the only effect the truth will have is to condemn them 
when God wants to use it to save them. 
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