
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study Answers to 
Tough Questions: Defending What You Believe, this sermon deals with the reality of 
absolute truth. Jesus is the Truth. Since He does not change, neither does truth. 

Introduction: As we near the year’s end, people start thinking about taxes. Some are 
excited because they anticipate getting money back. Others, upon examining their 
finances, realize that they didn’t make as much as they wanted but more than they want 
to pay taxes on. Tax preparation companies are quick to capitalize on both of these 
perspectives.  

Turbo Tax will likely repeat a series of ads they ran last spring highlighting the 
extremely low cost of their services—free. The actors in these ads had no lines to 
memorize. They just had to know how many times to say “free” and with what 
intonation.  

“Free” and truth rarely go together when it comes to business. There is usually a 
hidden agenda—a catch. Businesses strategize to strengthen income not to give away 
their resources. However, with Jesus, truth and freedom are intimately connected. 
 

1. Jesus freely brought the truth. (John 1:14-18)  
 

John puts the terms “grace” and “truth” together. It’s an unusual pairing. If the 
truth is on your side, you don’t need grace. If, however, the truth condemns you, 
justice is what you can expect. This was humanity’s situation—in desperate need 
of grace—because the truth Jesus freely bestowed showed us our sin. 
 Jesus willingly came to earth as a human to provide, at His cost, what we 
could not gain—truth. We needed the truth about the Father. We needed the 
truth about ourselves. And we needed the truth about the only means by which 
we could gain access to an eternity with God. All this, Jesus provided freely. 
 Sadly, the human tendency is to de-value what is free, even to reject it 
(John 1:11), especially when what is offered—in this case, truth—conflicts with 
what we want to do or believe. Jesus didn’t offer a truth; He brought the truth. 
Humans want multiple truths that permit them to adjust to their scenario. Jesus 
offered a singular truth that applies equally regardless of place, time, person, or 
situation. People rejected Jesus and what He had to offer them. They do the 
same today. 
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2. The truth Jesus brought frees. (John 8:30-32) 
 

Once again, John records words that don’t seem to fit together. “You shall know 
the truth, and the truth shall set you free.” Most see absolute truth as restrictive. 
There is no bend, no substitution, no room for maneuvering. However, it is 
uncertainty that binds, not truth. How many times have you sat in the car, 
frustrated because no one will make up their minds about where you’re going to 
eat dinner? Once you know where you’re going (and what to order), you are then 
free to enjoy your meal and the company of your family. Truth frees because it 
removes the entanglement of doubt. 

The above words of Jesus are often repeated in multiple cultural settings 
without their proper context. Jesus had just finished a heated discourse with the 
Pharisees in which He spoke of two realities—His identity and man’s sinfulness. 
Knowing my own condition and accepting Jesus’ work in my life to cleanse me 
frees me to live a life of obedience toward Him. 

When someone is confronted with a sin they have worked desperately to 
conceal, though there may be sorrow and shame, relief is also a common 
reaction. Hiding, a thoroughly exhausting experience, is no longer necessary. 
Cleansing now becomes a possibility because the truth has been revealed. 
   

3. The truth Jesus brought is free. (John 18:36-38)  
 

Jesus stood before Pilate, a powerful representative of the Roman government. 
Pilate lived according to the lie that his authorities could take his life or protect it 
based on how effectively he fulfilled his duties. He believed that authority also 
rested in his hands (John 19:10-11). He determined truth by two rationalities—
the requirements of his superiors and the need of the moment. It was this view of 
truth that allowed him to condemn an innocent man and feel no qualms about it. 
Doing so benefited Rome and maintained his position. This was the only truth he 
needed. 
 Unlike Pilate’s perspective, the truth Jesus spoke of was not dependent 
on governmental decree, the will of the people, or even life. It stood alone. Rome 
would eventually fall. Many of the people there would change their mind about 
Jesus (Acts 2:37). Three days later, Jesus came out of the tomb. The truth can’t 
be controlled, manipulated, or permanently hidden. It will get out, it will shine 
through—there is no greater power in the universe (John 1:5). 
 

Conclusion: Pilate, as if he was standing in the place of all humanity, asked the 
question that each individual must decide for himself: “What is truth?” An equally 
important question is, “Where can I find it?” Both questions find their answer in the 
person of Jesus Christ (John 14:6). Truth is not a “what” but an unchanging “who” (Heb. 
13:8).  

Pilate was staring at Jesus, but he failed to recognize the opportunity that stood 
before him. He chose to continue believing a lie and, as far as we know, lived the rest of 
his life and went into eternity forever bound to a lie. The Truth was so close, but he 
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rejected it. However, those who do accept the Truth have the promise of becoming the 
children of God (John 1:12).   
 
 
Chris Talton is a graduate of Liberty University and Southeastern Baptist Theological 
Seminary. He has served on staff in four churches for a total of 13 years and is currently 
the pastor of Danville Community Baptist Church in Rawlings, MD. He and his wife of 30 
years, Tammy, have two grown children and two grandchildren. 
 

 


