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God's Will and My Will
The Point: Seek to align your will with God's will.
Get Into the Study
Use the following information to introduce Question #1.
For four years in a row, Chick-fil-A has topped the list as America’s favorite restaurant. This
rating is based on the American Customer Satisfaction Index, a survey of 23,000 customers.
Behind Chick-fil-A, the customer favorites are Panera Bread, Papa John’s, Arby’s and Chipotle.
Say: Think about the places you like to visit when you go out to eat. Then call attention to
Question #1 (When you eat out with a group, how do you choose where to go?) and invite
volunteers to respond.
Information for this post was gleaned from:
https://www.cnn.com/2019/06/27/us/chick-fil-a-america-favorite-restaurant-trnd/index.html

Study the Bible
Use the following information to supplement Question #2.
As a 12-year-old, Jonathan Hayashi began drinking and using drugs. He joined a violent gang.
By age 15 he had been arrested and spent time in jail. Finally, he was arrested for stealing a
motorcycle. As Hayashi sat in police car, he said it felt like God "tapped" on his heart, saying,
"Jonathan, I have a bigger plan for you -- this is not what you're supposed to be." To help him
break away from bad friends and bad influences, his mother sent him to live with a missionary.
As the missionary showed love and shared the Gospel with Hayashi, he saw that the missionary
was different,. "So that night at age 16,” Hayashi said, “I decided to confess Jesus Christ as Lord
to the glory of God the Father." Hayashi finished high school and after that he enrolled at the
Moody Bible Institute. "I praise God for my mother," he said. "She was a prayer warrior."
Today, Hayashi serves as music and worship pastor at First Baptist Church in Troy, Mo. He is
also the general secretary for the Southern Baptist Convention’s National Asian American
Fellowship. "I look back at God's faithfulness,” Hayashi said. ... “I'm just a monument of His
triumphant grace."
Say: Jonathan Hayashi said he felt like God “tapped” on his heart and that God had a “bigger
plan” for him. Then call attention to Question #2 (What are the practical implications of knowing
we are chosen by God?) and invite volunteers to respond.
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Information for this post was gleaned from:
http://www.bpnews.net/53568/japanese-gang-member-now-a-minister-and-commissioner
— Donna McKinney wrote these Leader Extras. Donna is retired from a career with the federal
government of the United States. She is a veteran Bible study group leader living in North
Carolina.

Additional Questions
Icebreakers




How do you typically tackle big decisions?
When have you asked God for a "road map" of His will for your life?
When it comes to God's will, what is most comforting and most challenging for you?

Ephesians 1:4-6




What do these verses say about us?
What do these verses reveal about God?
What does it mean to be holy and blameless?

Romans 11:33-36




What are the benefits of being reminded of God's vast wisdom and knowledge?
What does this hymn of praise reveal about God's nature?
What specifically has God done recently that led you to praise Him?

Romans 12:1-2




How can we obey or practice the instruction in these verses each day?
Where do you currently have an opportunity to align yourself with God's will?
How can our group help each other as we seek to know God's will?

