
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study Simplicity: 
finding contentment in a busy life, this sermon focuses on Paul’s exhortation to Timothy 
about the value of contentment. Rather than having what you want, being content with 
what you have makes you rich. 

Introduction: Advertisements have one goal: to get you to buy their product. They do 
this by convincing you that your need for whatever it is they are offering is greater than 
the cost to have it and that their item is better than what the other guy is offering. 
Hamburgers, cars, clothes, fragrances, entertainment, vacations—the list is endless. 
Without necessarily saying the words, they give the impression that they can satisfy 
your soul’s deepest longing. And, I must admit, there have been times that a good 
hamburger has left me with an extremely contented look on my face. But it didn’t last. I 
got hungry again…soon. 
 God is the only One who can permanently and completely satisfy. Everything 
else that promises contentment is a poor substitute for what God offers. Though 
substitutes soon leave us wanting, they fill us long enough to inhibit our appetite for 
what can truly nourish. That’s why our parents told us not to snack on junk food before 
dinner. Likewise, our Heavenly Father warns us about the folly of trusting the physical to 
quench a spiritual hunger. 
 

1. Be content because you can’t keep the material stuff you gain. (v. 6-8) 
 

By its very nature, money and what it can buy are temporary. They have an 
expiration date. And you only have a limited amount of time to enjoy them, 
because the day of your death will come.  
 Paul’s counsel, instead, is to invest in what will outlast the grave. 
Godliness. Whatever you have invested for eternity will remain. Regardless of 
what end you occupied on the monetary spectrum on earth, you can be rich 
toward God (Luke 12:20-21). 
 While we wait for our trip home, God gives us great gifts to enjoy (v. 17). 
Nothing is wrong with that. Food is God’s gift. And who doesn’t enjoy a new set 
of clothes? However, we must keep a lose grip on stuff so that we will think 
correctly if we are ever forced to choose between possessions and obedience to 
God. 
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2. Be content because the pursuit of material stuff creates sorrow. (v. 9-11) 
 

Andrew “Jack” Whittaker of Hurricane, WV won the Powerball jackpot in 2002. At 
first, he promised to live his life as he always had, but $113 million has the power 
to change people. He planned to use the money to help others. Instead, his 
response to his new-found riches brought terrible pain to his family, his 
associates, and the community. Less than two years after his “win,” he was 
friendless, on the verge of divorce, facing legal troubles, and without Brandi, his 
adoring granddaughter. She died of a drug overdose. 
 Wealth doesn’t need to destroy. Job handled it well. So did Abraham. 
However, Lot, Abraham’s nephew, never learned the difference between 
possessing money and being possessed by money.  

Lot went to Sodom as a rich man to grow richer. He left Sodom on the run, 
dragged by angels, without money or the company of his wife, but possessing 
daughters who never learned to value character (Gen. 19:16-38) . At the end, all 
he had was a ruined reputation and a vexed soul (2 Pet. 2:7-8). What would have 
happened if he had followed the counsel Paul gave Timothy and pursued 
godliness with all the fervor and sacrifice he gave to seeking financial gain? The 
ironic fact is that only a few can win the Powerball, but all who truly want it can 
be godly. 

3. Be content because contentment leads to generosity. (v. 17-19) 
 

“I believe the power to make money is a gift of God… Having been endowed with 
the gift I possess, I believe it is my duty to make money…and to use the money I 
make for the good of my fellow man according to the dictates of my conscience.” 
I don’t know if John D. Rockefeller, one of the richest men in history, had verses 
17-19 in mind when he made that statement. Still, he echoed God’s words. 
 Money and the ability to handle it well so that it grows is a gift. There is no 
room for pride. Nor is there a place for hoarding. God’s desire is that His people 
will be conduits rather than reservoirs. 
 All obedient Christians are to be givers. But there are two types of givers. 
Some give with difficulty, out of obedience as an act of faith. Others give without 
reluctance or compulsion. Either way, by giving away temporary wealth, they 
gain permanent riches (Luke 16:11) 

Still, what’s the difference between these two types of givers? 
Contentment. When a person is content with what they have and fully recognize 
that all they possess is God’s gift, then giving becomes a blessing rather than a 
struggle (Acts 4:34-37). 

Conclusion: Supposedly, when a reporter asked John D. Rockefeller how much money 
would be enough, he said, “One dollar more.” Though the source of this quote is 
disputed, it is still a testament to the view that most take toward money and material 
possessions. What they have is never enough.  

If that is true of you, then you will never have contentment. You are unable to see 
yourself as rich because you are pursuing that which is forever losing value. Instead, 
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seek what God considers to be true wealth. The accumulation of gold may persistently 
allude you, but God promises a full vault for all those who pursue godliness. 
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