
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study How to Know the 
Will of God, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small 
group study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit. 

The Point:  We bring glory to God when we obey His will. 

Introduction: Is it always easy to obey God?  No, quite frankly, it is not.  Sometimes it 
can be quite scary.  I was a teenager when I began to sense that God was calling me to 
preach.  I resisted that call for quite some time.  The thought of standing in front of an 
audience scared me to death.  I’m an introvert by nature, so the thought of making 
pastoral visits did not exactly thrill me, either.  Even after I “surrendered” to the call, I 
was still quite uneasy about it for a long time.  I was sitting in a seminary class one day, 
and the professor remarked he never liked the way we talk of “surrendering” to the 
ministry.  He said, “That implies there was some kind of battle going on, and that wasn’t 
the case with me.”  A student sitting next to me whispered, “It was with me!”  It was with 
me, too!  Be that as it may, I’m glad I answered the call.  I’ve been a pastor for twenty-
four years now, and while it hasn’t always been easy, it has brought me some of the 
greatest joys and blessings I’ve ever known.  

Obedience to God not only bring us blessings, but it also glorifies Him.  John 11 records 
Jesus’ greatest miracle, next to His own resurrection, and that was when He raised 
Lazarus from the dead.  The path to this miracle was quite a peculiar one, yet when 
people obeyed Jesus’ instructions, an amazing thing happened.  

I. A serious crisis. 
 
A. Jesus’ friend Lazarus was seriously ill. 

1. Lazarus is only mentioned in the Gospel of John.  
a. He was the brother of Mary and Martha. 
b. The two sisters evidently were not married, so they likely depended 

on Lazarus to support them.   
2. They lived in Bethany, which was just outside of Jerusalem. 

a. Jesus was staying away from Judea at this time, since the 
Pharisees were trying to kill Him.   

b. His disciples tried to talk Him out of going there (v. 8).   
B. Jesus took His time traveling to Bethany.  

1. He knew the present and the future regarding Lazarus’ condition. 
a. He knew Lazarus was going to die, but He also knew his death 

would be temporary.   
b. God would be glorified through His resurrection.   
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2. Our Lord often does things in His own time.    
• I was out of seminary for two years before I was called to my 

first pastorate.  That was a very trying time for me, but God 
taught me some important lessons about trusting His timing.  
Peter Marshall said it well: “Sometimes God seems slow in 
moving, but when He starts, He really moves!” 

 
II. A strange command. 

 
A. Jesus finally arrived in Bethany. 

1. He gave some words of reassurance to Martha. 
a. He assured her that He had power over death. 
b. Those who believe in Him will live forever. 

2. When He went to Lazarus’ tomb, He wept. 
a. The Bible doesn’t say why He wept, but most likely, He wept out of 

genuine compassion for Mary and Martha. 
b. Though Jesus knew He was going to bring Lazarus back to life, He 

understood the sorrow and pain caused by death.    
B. He instructed Martha to have the stone removed from Lazarus’ tomb. 

1. Martha warned Jesus that Lazarus had been dead for four days. 
a. People in Israel did not embalm dead bodies, so they decayed 

rather quickly. 
b. There was absolutely no question that Lazarus was dead.  He was 

so dead, he stunk! (KJV, “stinketh”). 
2. Jesus reminded her if she believed, she would see the glory of God.   

a. Faith is demonstrated by obedience (James 2:21-24). 
b. God’s instructions do not always make sense to us, but we should 

obey Him anyway. 
 

III. A spectacular conclusion. 
 
A. When they removed the stone, Jesus prayed to His Father. 

1. Why did Jesus pray? 
a. When He raised Jairus’ daughter or the son of the widow at Nain, 

He simply spoke the word, and they came back to life. 
b. He prayed not for His own benefit, but for the benefit of the people 

watching.  He wanted them to believe that He was really who He 
claimed to be. 

2. He then cried out, “Lazarus, come forth.” 
a. At Jesus’ command, Lazarus came out of the tomb, still wrapped in 

his graveclothes.   
b. Some scholars note that if Jesus had not called Lazarus by name, 

all the dead in the area would have risen!   
B. What happened as a result? 

1. This was an undeniable miracle. 
a. The men who moved the stone undoubtedly could smell the stench 

of Lazarus’ decaying body. 
b. When they unwrapped him, they could verify that he was indeed 

Lazarus, and that he was clearly alive.   
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2. Many people believed on Jesus, but not all. 
a. The Pharisees were angry because Jesus had foiled them again. 
b. The chief priests, who were mostly Sadducees, did not believe in 

resurrection from the dead.  They were angry because Jesus had 
disproved their theology! 

c. The chief priests later plotted to kill Lazarus (12:10-11).   
3. In spite of their unbelief, Jesus was glorified.   

a. He proved His own power over death. 
b. This miracle was a prelude to His own resurrection from the dead, 

not to mention ours (1 Corinthians 15:20-22). 
 

Conclusion: Dr. Kendell Easley, my New Testament and Greek professor in seminary, 
went home to heaven not long ago after a lengthy battle with cancer.  I remember when 
class began one Friday morning, and he reminded us that our term papers were due 
the following Tuesday.  As always, some students were running behind, and some 
evidently hoped he would give us extension.  One student tried to drop a hint to that 
effect by singing, “Grace, grace….”  Dr. Easley just grinned at the student and said, 
“No, I’m afraid it’s more like ‘Trust and Obey’!”   

Trust and obedience go together.  Do you trust God enough to obey Him even when His 
commands do not make sense?  Are you willing to obey Him even when you find His 
instructions rather scary?  It is not always easy to obey Him, but when you do, you will 
see Him glorified in ways you could never have imagined.     
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