
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study How to Know the 
Will of God, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small 
group study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit. 

The Point:  God gives us direction through His Word. 

Introduction: One of my Dad’s favorite stories involved a hunting trip with one of his 
brothers.  They were hunting in an area where they both grew up.  My uncle noticed 
Dad putting a compass in his pocket, and he teased him about it.  He asked, “What’s 
the matter?  Are you afraid you’re going to get lost?”  Dad reminded him that neither of 
them had hunted in those woods for many years, but my uncle wasn’t worried.  When 
they were ready to return to the truck, they walked around for quite a while.  My uncle 
finally looked at Dad and said, “Do you still have that compass?”  

When it comes to discerning God’s will, many people make the same mistake that my 
uncle made in the woods; that is, they rely too heavily on their own instincts and their 
own sense of direction.  This often gets them into trouble.  We must remember that God 
has given us a compass, and that compass is His written Word.  When you seek God’s 
will, you should always seek it under the guidance of His Word.  

I. The reliability of God’s Word. 
 
A. “The law of the Lord” – At the time David wrote this psalm, the law and 

perhaps a few of the historical writings were the only Scriptures they had.  
David’s description of the law applies to the rest of Scripture as well, since 
all of it is His Word (2 Timothy 3:16). 
1. It is “perfect” – That is, it is completely true. 

a. It “converts (restores) the soul” – That is, it gives us strength when 
we are spiritually weak. 

b. It “makes wise the simple” – Those who fear God and trust His 
Word are wiser than any scholars (Proverbs 1:7). 
• My wife is a college professor, and since we’ve been married, 

I’ve met many people in academia.  Let’s just say I’ve come to 
understand what Jerry Clower meant when he said some 
people are “educated beyond their intelligence”.  Many of them 
have no fear of God or regard for His Word.  They may be 
learned and knowledgeable, but they are not wise. 

2. It is absolutely trustworthy. 
a. It will never lead us astray. 
b. Its trustworthiness makes us rejoice. 
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3. It is righteous. 
a. Man-made laws often have impure motives behind them, but God’s 

laws are completely righteous. 
b. Because God is righteous, we should “fear” Him. 

• Many people don’t like to talk about fearing God.  They say we 
should love Him, not fear Him.  Fear and love are not mutually 
exclusive.  When I was little, I loved my parents, but I also had a 
healthy fear of them.  That fear kept me out of a lot of trouble! 

B. God’s Word is more desirable “than much fine gold”. 
1. Gold is valuable, but its value diminishes in comparison to God’s Word. 

a. Gold is perishable, but God’s Word lasts forever. 
b. All the gold in the world will never get you into heaven. 

• I’ve read a little about the 1849 California Gold Rush.  In those 
days, people were willing to risk their enter livelihoods in the 
hope of finding gold.  Several years ago, I visited Fort Knox and 
saw the U.S. Gold Bullion Depository.  Naturally, it was under 
heavy guard, and I couldn’t get close to it.  Gold is precious, but 
how much more precious is God’s Word! 

2. It is also sweeter than honey. 
• The town where I serve as pastor has a Mennonite store.  It 

sells many tasty treats, including fresh honey, which is a very 
popular item.  People like it, and they pay good money for it.  
How much greater should be our desire for God’s Word!  It is 
sweeter than the finest honey on earth.   

 
II. The rewards of God’s Word. 

 
A. It shows us where we are wrong. 

1. It warns us. 
a. Of the pitfalls in life. 
b. Of the penalties for disobeying God. 
c. Of the rewards for obeying God. 

2. It points out sin in our lives. 
a. We are often blind to our own faults, but the Holy Spirit points these 

faults out to us when we read and study God’s Word. 
b. The word “presumptuous” (v. 13) can also be translated “insolent” 

or “arrogant”.  God’s Word humbles our pride.   
B. It transforms the heart. 

1. It makes us “blameless”. 
a. God’s Word points out where we’re wrong, and it prompts us to 

confess our sins to God and repent of them. 
b. It shows us how to live righteously.   

2. Your actions reflect the meditation of your heart. 
a. Jesus said, “Out of the mouth the heart speaks” (Matt. 12:34-37).  

As Vance Havner used to say, “What’s down in the well will come 
up in the bucket.” 

b. When you meditate on God’s Word, it will penetrate your heart, and 
you will live in obedience to it.   
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Conclusion: At the beginning of spring each year, I always take the blades off my lawn 
mower and sharpen them.  I hate doing that job, because the blades are very difficult to 
remove.  I have a riding mower, so I have to reach underneath it to get to the blades.  
The bolts that hold the blades in place are very tight, and it’s always been a struggle to 
loosen them.  I tried everything under the sun, but nothing seemed to make it easier.  
This year it finally dawned on me that maybe I was using the wrong tool.  All of my 
wrenches are fairly small, and they don’t put much torque on the bolts.  This year I 
bought a wrench with a longer handle, and it made all the difference in the world.  Now 
that I was using the right tool, a horribly difficult task became relatively simple.   

Many times, Christians try to discern God’s will with their own instincts and reasoning.  
They wonder why it’s so hard.  Maybe they’re using the wrong tools?  God has given us 
the right tool: His written Word.  Make His Word a vital part of your life, and then you will 
find it much easier to discern His will in your life.     
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