
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study How to Know the 
Will of God, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small 
group study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit. 

The Point:  Seek to align your will with God’s will. 

Introduction:  One of my favorite war movies is “The Longest Day”, which depicts the 
Allied invasion of Normandy on June 6, 1944.  Early in the movie, Brigadier General 
Norman Cota (played by Robert Mitchum) is having a discussion with one of his 
officers, Col. Thompson (Eddie Albert).  Cota was fretting whether General Eisenhower 
would cancel the invasion because of bad weather.  Thompson told him, “Norm, we’re 
all just as dedicated and anxious to get going as you are, and that includes Ike.  If he 
calls off the invasion, he knows what he’s doing.”   

This raises a question: do you believe God knows what He’s doing?  The first step in 
knowing God’s will is understanding who God is.  He is not some tyrant seeking to 
make our lives miserable.  He is an all-knowing, all-wise, and all-powerful God who 
wants what is best for us.  When you learn those truths, then it becomes much easier to 
trust Him even when we don’t understand.   

 

I. Rely on God’s wisdom (Romans 11:33-36).   
 
A. His wisdom is beyond our understanding. 

1. We are finite, and He is infinite. 
a. His perspective is different from ours (Isaiah 55:8). 
b. Because His perspective is so vastly different, we often find Him 

difficult to understand. 
• One of the best ways to resolve conflict is to try and see things 

from the other person’s perspective.  Alas, we are not capable 
of seeing things from God’s perspective. This can cause us a 
great deal of frustration! 

2. He does not need our advice. 
• When I was growing up, one of my favorite comic strips was 

“Beetle Bailey”.  I was often amused by the ongoing conflicts 
between Sgt. Snorkel and Lt. Fuzz.  Any veteran can tell you 
that such clashes are very true to life.1 The lieutenant often 
thinks he knows more than the sergeant, even though the 
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sergeant was leading men in battle when the lieutenant was still 
in grade school.  How much more foolish is it for mere mortals 
to think we know more than God!     

B. He is in absolute control.   
1. All things belong to Him. 

a. This includes not only our worldly possessions, but also our abilities 
and even the air we breathe. 

b. We have nothing that He did not give us first. 
2. He controls all things from beginning to end. 

a. We still make choices, and our choices have consequences, but 
God is in control, nonetheless. 

b. You can trust Him with your future. 
• When I was a teenager, Sandi Patty had a popular song called 

“It’s Your Song, Lord”.  I was in seminary before I really began 
to appreciate its lyrics: “It’s Your song, Lord, you created the gift 
that we bring; it’s Your song, Lord, you created music so we can 
sing.”  Even our ability to praise Him is a gift from Him! 

II. Remember God’s commands (Romans 12:1-2). 
 
A. Present yourself to Him as a “living sacrifice”. 

1. Most people in Paul’s day, Jew and Gentile, were familiar with the 
sacrifice of animals, but what is a “living sacrifice”? 
a. We should offer ourselves to God to use us as He sees fit. 
b. We should commit ourselves to obeying Him at all costs. 

2. Just as the ancient Jews had a duty to offer animal sacrifices, we have 
a duty to offer ourselves as living sacrifices. 
a. He is worthy of such a sacrifice. 
b. He has made a greater sacrifice for us. 

• A great old hymn says it well: “Were the whole realm of nature 
mine, that were a present far too small; love so amazing, so 
divine, demands my soul, my life, my all.” 

B. Be transformed. 
1. We must not be conformed to this world. 

a. To be “conformed” to something means to take its shape. 
b. The world’s ways and God’s ways do not mix (1 John 2:15-16; 

James 4:4). 
• I worry that too many of today’s churches are trying so hard to 

relate to our modern culture that they’re becoming more like the 
world.  Certainly, we should not be slaves to tradition, but 
neither should we chase every little trend or fad that comes 
along.  As my wife Celia says, much of today’s church seems to 
be chasing the culture instead of leading the culture. 

2. In what ways are we to be transformed? 
a. We should “renew our minds” – that is, we should train our minds 

according to God’s Word. 
b. We should seek God’s will above all else. 
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III. Realize God’s purpose (Ephesians 1:4-6). 
 
A. He chose us before the foundation of the world. 

1. Salvation is God’s work from beginning to end. 
a. Many people do not like to talk about predestination or election, but 

such words are in the Bible, and we must deal with them. 
b. We cannot fully understand the relationship between God’s 

sovereignty and human responsibility.   
2. Why is it important for us to remember that we are chosen? 

a. It reminds us that we are in God’s hands. 
b. It reminds us that He is in control of our future. 

• Charles Haddon Spurgeon was asked how he could reconcile 
his views on election and free will, and he replied, “I never try to 
reconcile friends.”  Election and free will is not an either / or 
concept, but a both / and concept.  We can’t fully understand it, 
but the Bible does indeed teach both.  

B. He has adopted us as His children. 
1. We are to reflect His character 

a. “Holy and blameless” – This does not mean Christians are perfect, 
but we are to be different from the rest of the world. 

b. Striving for holiness is a lifelong process, and it will not be complete 
until we get to heaven.   

2. We are to seek His glory above all. 
 

Conclusion:  I was out of seminary for two years before I was called to my first 
pastorate.  That was a very trying and frustrating time for me, and I was always trying to 
discern God’s will.  Unfortunately, God was often very slow in giving me answers!  One 
night I came home from work, and I was very discouraged.  Was I never going to get a 
place of ministry?  Had I spent all that time in college and seminary just to work in retail 
for the rest of my life?  Before I went to bed, I did my daily Bible reading.  Interestingly, 
that day’s reading was from Ephesians 1, which tells how God chose us as His children 
before the foundation of the world.  For some reason, that passage gave me a great 
deal of comfort that night.  It reminded me that God was still in control. 

If you’re seeking God’s will, and He seems to be silent, just be patient.  He will give you 
the answers you need when He is ready.  In the meantime, just trust Him! 

_______________________________ 
1 Mort Walker, the creator of “Beetle Bailey”, was a second lieutenant in the Army during 
World War II, and he patterned Lt. Fuzz after himself (The Best of Beetle Bailey, 
Lincoln, NE: iUniverse, Inc., 1984).   
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