
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study God’s Will and 
God’s glory. God’s is glorified when believers are passionate about obeying His will for 
their lives. This doesn’t mean his mysterious and hidden will, it means being passionate 
about that which He has clearly revealed in Scripture.  

Introduction:  

Mark Twain once said, “‘It is not those passages in the Bible that I don’t understand that 
worry me; it is those I understand all too well.” This is certainly true of God’s will. Many 
spend much time trying to understand God’s secret will while neglecting God’s revealed 
will. There are three passages which clearly outline what God’s will is for us and they all 
have to do with obedience and God being our treasure. This is not surprising because 
glorifying God is our great aim. And we magnify the worth of God when we live lives 
which trust and reflect him. So it’s not surprising that God’s will for us would be to glorify 
him through our obedience.  

1. We know that it is God’s will to give thanks in all circumstances (1 Thess. 
5:18)  

The Thessalonians have had a difficult go of the Christian faith. They haven’t been 
believers for very long and their leaders are taken away. They are being persecuted for 
becoming Christians. They’ve misunderstood a precious truth about the second coming 
of Christ and how it relates to death. Imagine someone that you love, a follower of 
Jesus, dying and now you assume that death means they won’t ever see the return of 
the Lord. These young believers were grieving without hope. That’s some serious pain 
very early on. They haven’t had it easy. 

And yet Paul calls them to “give thanks in all circumstances”. So you want to know what 
the will of God is for your life? We are to respond like Job in difficult times: “Blessed be 
the name of the Lord”. In the good times we respond the same thing. We are people 
that are consistently praying, rejoicing, and giving thanks. We aren’t fair-weather 
Christians who only follow the Lord and do these things whenever we get what we want. 
No, we trust in the Lord and His goodness. And even though we don’t understand we 
trust him. No matter what we are going through, we are to respond with joy, prayer, and 
thanksgiving. 

2. We know that it is God’s will to live such godly lives it silences unbelievers 
(1 Peter 2:15)  

Keep in mind that the guy in charge when Peter wrote this letter was Nero. Things were 
not “looking up” for the Christian community. There was much misunderstanding about 
who Christians were. Many believed they were atheistic cannibals who celebrated 
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immoral love feasts. That’s not going to look very good on a business card. But this is 
why Peter tells us that it is God’s will for them to do good—and as such to silence 
ignorant people.  

When you find yourself in the midst of a pluralistic society where sometimes it is outright 
hostile to be a Christian, we know from Scripture what God’s will is for us. While we 
might wonder about specifics we do know that God’s call for us is to do good to 
others—even unbelievers. This is a call to earn their ear and to live in such a way that 
they don’t have any charges which can reasonably stick. This is God’s clear will for us 
as believers.  

3. We know that it is God’s will to avoid sexual immorality (1 Thessalonians 
4:3).  

Paul tells the Thessalonians that it is God’s will for them to be sanctified. This means 
that it is God’s plan for them to become more like Jesus, more set apart, more holy. He 
makes that more explicit by telling them to avoid sexual immorality. We live in a world 
that is very confused about sexuality, but God makes it clear. We are to pursue sexual 
purity. The word that Paul uses here means any type of sexual relation outside of the 
context of heterosexual marriage. Yes, Scripture is that clear. And it is God’s will for you 
to abstain from sexual immorality.  

This is not because God is some dour figure who lives in the sky and wants to keep us 
from having fun. The reason this is God’s will is because it is attached to God’s glory. 
And there is more lasting joy in God’s pleasure than there is any pleasure the world has 
to offer. These instructions are meant for our good as well as for the spread of God’s 
kingdom. Our sexuality is to reflect the goodness of God.  

Conclusion:  

There is a rather corny story about a religious man who was caught in a flood. He kept 
praying for God to rescue him. When rescue workers came in a canoe, a boat, and a 
helicopter he turned them down because he was waiting for God to rescue him. The 
man drowns and stands before God. The man is upset with God because He didn’t 
rescue him God says, “But I sent you a canoe, a boat and a helicopter.” We are often 
like that when it comes to God’s will. We pray and pray that God would reveal to us His 
will for our lives and yet we neglect the clear teachings of Scripture. Focus on what God 
has revealed and you can be certain that the more mysterious and secret things will 
also be given to you. This is, in part, what it means to seek God’s kingdom first and “all 
these things will be added to you”.  
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